
Kensington Presbyterian Church
Growing in faith and sharing God’s love

since 1786

Following Jesus to...
February 25, 2024

Welcome, to worship. We are offering a variety of ways for 
people to gather. We are welcoming people to worship n person 
(with singing), as well as through Zoom, YouTube, and this printable 
PDF.1 If this is how you are worshipping, know that you are not 
alone... and if you like, you can invite those who live with you to 
join you, or connect with others through the phone or outside.

If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please 
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Announcements
Clicking on or tapping blue text will take you to a web-site

Annual Meeting: March 3rd after church (and lunch). Reports will 
be emailed as soon as they are ready. If you need a print copy, 
please contact Rev. Peter.

LATTE: Lent Accountability Teams Towards Easter
Let Rev. Peter know if you’d like to join a group to share your 
daily readings with. 

Zoom Prayer Group: Wednesday at 6:30 a.m. 
us04web.zoom.us/j/773730107?
pwd=eUo2M09YMEw5dkZvdm9uQmpHNlUrUT09

Jesus & Java: Join us as we share the joys and questions of faith. 
Thursday, 3:30 pm at Beetz, 5914 Sherbrooke @ Clifton

1 note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

northern nativity - W Kurelek

Fabulously Friendly Friday Food & Film: pizza at 6:30 pm
This week we’ll be starting Season 2 of The Chosen - 
Please join us even if you haven’t seen Season 1 

RSVP with Peter appreciated

Drop Box: Food donations are welcome for the local Food Pantry, 
diapers for young mothers through Head & Hands, and cloths & 
accessories for the New Hope Boutique. 

Contacts
Church Office:  514-486-4559..............info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)...................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
                                                           514-773-4620
Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)...............zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com
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Approaching God
Lighting of the Christ Candle

Jésus Christ est la lumière du monde. 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship      
Let us come, looking for the Lord. 

Let us taste and see that the Lord is good.
Let us listen to the Holy Spirit for guidance, 

and follow The Way of Jesus. 
Let us bless our God at all times; 

let us celebrate the Lord together!

Pentecost - Kelly Latimore

 ♫ Hymn: The Clay Stained Hands of Love.......................pg 9 (296)
          youtu.be/w36w2keM2iY?t=2611

Prayer of Approach........................................................Sybil
Sybil will be leading our first prayer this morning. Here is an 

alternate prayer you can use.2

From the stars to the seas,
from mountain to meadows, landscape to loch,
creation is a vast canvas declaring your glory, Lord.
Open our eyes and help us to see!

From a new born child to octogenarian,
from African to Australian, Caucasian to Cantonese,
humanity is a vast canvas declaring your glory, Lord.
Open our eyes and help us to see!

From crocodile to caterpillar,
from wombats to weasels, beavers to buffalo,
wildlife is a vast canvas declaring your glory, Lord.
Open our eyes and help us to see!

Open our eyes and help us to see your amazing universe
of diversity, delight and dynamism
through spirits soaring in wonder,
hearts lifted with awe and
minds filled with imaginative thought.

Open our eyes and help us to see your amazing world and
our place within it all,
our duty of care for it all,
our call to serve it all.

2 from Spill the Beans #18
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We gather in church today, thrilled to view the wonder of life,
yet not to be blind to troubles and traumas and tyranny.

Open our eyes to see environmental concern.
Open our eyes to see the needs of hurting humanity.
Open our eyes to see disharmony in nature.

May we respond in ways that
help rather than hinder,
assist rather than aggregate,
maintain rather than mistreat.

Oh, open our eyes in worship today, Lord of creation,
to see from your holy perspective.
Amen.

  Assurance of Pardon
 Hear the good news: 

To all who turn from sin in sorrow,
to all who turn to God in hope,

this is God’s Word of grace:
We are accepted, we are forgiven, we are loved.
This gift we have from God.

 Amen.3

As we follow Jesus, let us sing the Lord’s Prayer. . .

The Lord’s Prayer (please use a version you are comfortable with)
Our Father in heaven,

 hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 

3 Worship Sourcebook 2.4.39

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 
Amen. 

Listening to God
  Children’s Time

Think of a good friend. 
What do you like about them? 

What do you think would make a good leader/teacher/coach?
...that they try to help? 
That’s what Jesus said. Jesus talked about how there are many 

leaders who just think about themselves, but the good ones think 
about others first. 

How could you be a good leader? 
- look for people who need somebody to play with
- share with somebody if they need it
- ...

Prayer:
Dear Jesus, help us to help others and to be good leaders. 

Amen. 
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 ♫ Hymn: Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love........................pg 9 (229)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjFNpoEy8mY

Prayer for Illumination   
Lord, open our hearts and minds

through the power of your Holy Spirit, 
so that we can follow your way. 

Amen.

  Intro to the readings 
Previous in Mark...

Back in the middle of Chapter 8 Jesus healed a blind man. 
After that Peter confidently says that Jesus is the Christ or 
Messiah. Jesus takes this as an opportunity to explain that the 
Messiah will be rejected by the church leaders, killed, and after 
three days rise again. Peter tells the Messiah off for being wrong. 

Then we have the transfiguration, where Peter, James & John 
witness the glory that is in Jesus... and want to stay in it. The 
disciples continue to not get it. There’s a boy they can’t heal, and 
an argument about which of them is the greatest, and an attempt 
to put down people who aren’t a part of their group. Jesus teaches 
that we need to be like children (vulnerable, dependant, trusting, 
curious, ...). A rich man hears that he must not only be nice to 
people, but depend on God. 

Then our passage starts. 

One question I get asked is how God answers prayer. While 
this passage isn’t about prayer, it does show Jesus answering. 

Something else this passage shows is a little humour. Like a 
good TV show, the Bible is able to combine serious and funny. 
Today’s passage has several funny things. One is when we meet 
Bartimaeus. In Hebrew ‘Bar’ means ‘son of’. So his name means 

‘Son of Timaeus’. Listen for how 
he’s introduced. 

Even though today’s psalm was 
written hundreds of years before the 
gospel reading, it picks up the 
feelings of Bartimaeus, ...and 
feelings of people today. 

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible,4 or click on the name to be taken to an online version.

Mark 10: 32-52
Psalm 34:1-8

Dance of Grace - Mark Keathley

 Sermon: Following Jesus to...
Dear Lord, please bless these words

  and the meditations of our hearts. Amen. 
Did you notice the funny way Bartimaeus was introduced? 

“Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus” - which is basically saying, ‘Son of 
Timaeus, the son of Timaeus’. It might have been to emphasize 
the meaning of the name Timaeus. Unfortunately we’ve forgotten 
what the name means. (I checked three different places and 
found three different definitions for the name.) Even if there was 
a deeper meaning, this introduction is still silly. 

I’ll tell you about a couple of other funny things as we go, but 
more importantly: What’s the point of the passage? 

It’s the same as the point of the whole Bible: people’s 
relationship with God. There’s examples of struggles; examples of 

4 If you’d like a new Bible with helpful notes, I recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from 
Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963    
or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
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how to follow, how not to follow... and people like us who 
sometimes get it right & sometimes don’t. 

I’ve volunteered my sister for a little script I found5 that will 
help remind us of some of the things going on in this passage.

A: There were three men who wanted something.
B: Three men who wanted something from Jesus.
A: Two men came confidently from his closest circle.
B: One man shouted from afar, a stranger in a crowd.
A: The two men came and demanded, “Jesus, do what we ask!”
B: The one man came and begged, “Jesus, have mercy!”
A: When others heard the demand of the two men, they were 

indignant and angry.
B: When others heard the cry of the one man, they rebuked 

him and told him to be quiet.
A: Jesus was easily approached by the two men. Unbeckoned, 

they came.
B: Jesus was out of reach to the one man, but Jesus stopped and 

said, “Call him,” and he came.
A: The two men wanted to be seen.
B: The one man wanted to see.
A: The two men wanted glory.
B: The one man wanted to see.
A: The two men wanted places of honour.
B: The one man wanted to see.
A: Jesus raised many questions with the two men.
B: Jesus gave a simple answer with the one man.
A: Eventually Jesus said to the two men, 

“No, I can’t give you what you demand.”
B: Immediately Jesus said to the one man, 

“Yes, I can give you what you ask.”

5 What do you want?   from Spill the Beans #18  ...a little adapted

A: Jesus, with many words, reasoned with the two men so that 
their minds might be changed.

B: Jesus, with few words, released the one man so that his life 
might be changed.

A: The two men heard and they didn’t get it.
B: The one man heard and he got it.
A: And the two men followed Jesus on the way.
B: And the one man followed Jesus on the way.
A: There were three men who wanted something
B: and they followed Jesus
A: on the way.

I like how the script reminds us that they all follow, though 
they don’t all get it. It’s like the disciples don’t really see who Jesus 
is, but the blind man does see. (Which is another of those funny 
things: the disciples don’t see - the Blind Man does.) 

That said, I wonder how much better the Blind Man really is. 
He gets up and follows Jesus, but so did the disciples. He names 
Jesus as the Messiah, but so did Peter. 

I wonder if there’s a lesson here about the challenge of 
following Jesus over time. When you start to have a personal 
relationship with God (beyond just growing up in a Christian 
culture) there’s often a sense of wonder, or a deeper peace, or 
excitement, or more. This can gradually become real for you, or it 
might be like the disciples and Bartimaeus who can easily point 
to a specific moment when their life changed for the better. I 
wonder if they expected it to continue to get better. Do we, deep 
down, believe things will be better or easier if we follow Jesus? 

Because that’s not the Bible story. Trying to stay in the happy 
place is like staying camped on the mountain hoping Jesus stops 
in the transfiguration. This isn’t the way it is. Jesus is headed to 
Jerusalem. He’s going to challenge people’s ideas so much they 
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will persecute and kill him. That’s not the end, but it is the way. 
This passage is about the expectations of those following Jesus, 

and expectations bring us another funny element.
Jericho is a great city. Some people claim it’s the oldest in the 

world. It was the first city the Israelites came to in the Promised 
Land (remember  Joshua and the Battle of Jericho). It was where♫  
Herod’s winter palace was. This was an important city. When the 
narrator says “They came to Jericho” people would be expecting 
something big. Immediately in the text Jesus is leaving Jericho, 
but gives time to a blind beggar. Someone who is outside of town 
and on the edge of society is apparently more important than the 
great city of Jericho. This is both silly and serious. This is acting 
out what Jesus had been telling the disciples about greatness. 

James & John are focused on greatness. The other disciples are 
angry about this; presumably because they are feeling left out of 
being great. This is not part of what Jesus is doing - “that is not for 
me to give”. Jericho is great, but not along the way of Jesus. The 
Rich Man in the previous passage was great through his 
possessions, which Jesus tells him to sell & give the money to 
those in need. 

Where do you think 
following Jesus will 
lead? What are our 
dreams? When we think 
of how we want the 
church to be, do we 
picture greatness? What 
sort of greatness? 

Homeless Jesus - T Schmalz

While we don’t know what become of Bartimaeus, in this story 

he’s the good example. He refuses to let things be wrong. He 
causes a fuss to get needed attention. When getting up he throws 
off his cloak - which is probably the only thing he owned (and 
he’d never find again if he remained blind). He trusts God to 
make him well. This is following the way of Jesus. 

The way also includes the likes of James & John - not their 
drive to be Great, but their drive. Jesus spends time trying to 
redirect their focus. Jesus explains, again, that he is not a king like 
the ones they know - think Herod, or Caesar, or so many in the  
Bible... and since. Jesus tells, and shows them, that to follow the 
way you need to be prepared to leave everything behind. Jesus 
shows them that you don’t stop for something great, but you do 
for someone in need - and then you keep going. Jesus teaches that 
greatness is about being a servant of all. “whoever wishes to become 
great must first become a servant” And Jesus shows this as he will 
live out his statement, “For the Son of Man came not to be served but 
to serve and to give his life to set others free.” 

So, following Jesus can be exciting, hard, and sometimes a 
little funny in the way life works. It seems that even the best of 
the disciples get it wrong - in this case focusing on being great 
instead of helping others - even if they are the sort of people 
everyone else tries to ignore or hush up, like the Son of Timaeus. 
And when following God with this passion, great things can 
happen. 

To God be all the glory.
Amen.
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Responding to God
 ♫ Hymn: Lord make us Servants of Your Peace.......pg 10 (739 25)♫

  www.youtube.com/watch?v=66L78JfkqxA  

the twelve apostles - Bhanu Dudhat

FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with
                 somebody... or many somebodies. 
                 Do what you feel safe (and practice stretching a little). 

Memories: Share a funny situation that you have been in. 
Memories: Describe the most impressive church you’ve ever 

seen.
Wonder: What dreams do you have for Kensington? 

Describe what Kensington could be like if it were 
“great”? 

Actions: What is it you want to shout to God to fix? ...try it.
Value: What do you struggle with in following Jesus? 

Wonder: Who is sitting on our roadside? (like Bartimaeus)
Prayer: ...for help in following Jesus. 

  Spirit Sightings
This week I learned how the Presbyterian World Service and 

Development supports a Digital Learning Centre in Peshawar, 
Pakistan. This provides online learning for refugees from 
Afghanistan who don’t qualify for local education. The program 
not only increases their opportunities, but provides hope. 

  Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website: 

kensingtonchurch.ca. Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and 
then the pretty button. It gives you various options that are easy 
to follow.

You can also donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is 
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is 
info@kensingtonchurch.ca. 

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance 
(PAR) are also good options. 

Prayers of the people
Dear God, 

Creator of the Cosmos, 
and one who will stop to listen when we call. 

We thank you that you go to grand places, 
and those that are not so grand. 

We thank you that you don’t look for who is important to meet, 
but will stop for anyone who calls. 

We thank you that you accept our passion
and will help us to use it to follow you. 

Lord of lords, 
we pray for our leaders: 

PM Trudeau, P Legault, and Mayor Plante. 
for corporate leaders, 
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and for our church leaders. 
may they, and our other representatives, 

be inspired by your idea of leadership... 

Jesus, our teacher, 
help us to have the passion of Bartimaeus, 

and even James and John. 
May this not fade with time, 

or slide into bad expectations. 
May your Spirit guide us so that we will focus on you, 

and trust that you will remember us... 

Help us to know that we can bring anything to you; 
and to trust you to do what is best. 

In this, we pray for Ukraine and Russia - may they know peace. 
and other places of conflict. 
We pray for refugees...
We pray for people who need food - even here in Montreal... 
We pray for people who need medical treatment, 

may you help them get the help they need to be well...

And Jesus, we especially ask you to help us see
how to travel with you along The Way. 

In Jesus name
Amen.

 ♫ Hymn: Take up your cross........................................pg 10 (211)
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=XvFe-DVIXVA  

 Benediction    (2 Corinthians 13:13)
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

be with all of you.
Amen.
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