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Surprise?
December 24, 2023

Welcome, to worship. We are offering a variety of ways for 
people to gather. We are welcoming people to worship n person 
(with singing), as well as through Zoom, YouTube, and this printable 
PDF.1 If this is how you are worshipping, know that you are not 
alone... and if you like, you can invite those who live with you to 
join you, or connect with others through the phone or outside.

If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please 
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Announcements
Clicking on or tapping blue text will take you to a web-site

Advent & Christmas: 
Christmas Eve: tonight at 7 pm
    a time of readings & carols, thoughts & prayers
Christmas Morning: 9:30 am pot-luck & singing

Church Office: Will be closed from the 25th to Jan 8th. 
If you need something, please contact Rev. Peter directly. 

Zoom Prayer Group: Thursday at 6:30 a.m. 
us04web.zoom.us/j/773730107?
pwd=eUo2M09YMEw5dkZvdm9uQmpHNlUrUT09

Jesus & Java: won’t officially meet this week, but your welcome to go

Drop Box: Food donations are welcome for the local Food Pantry, 
diapers for young mothers through Head & Hands, and cloths & 
accessories for the New Hope Boutique. 

1 note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

John the baptists’ nativity

Contacts
Church Office:  514-486-4559..............info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)...................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
                                                           514-773-4620

Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director). zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com
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Approaching God
Call to worship      

The prophets call and the psalmists sing to announce that God is 
love.

“For the mountain may depart and the hills may be moved, 
but my steadfast love shall never depart from you…and 
my covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the Lord 
who has compassion on you.”   (Isaiah 54)

“Give thanks to the LORD, who is good…give thanks to the 
Lord of lords, whose steadfast love endures forever.”     
(Psalm 136)

From the mystery of God’s love came our creation. We are 
nurtured daily by it. The power of God’s love is transformative; 
because we have received God’s love, we cannot remain the 
same. 

Love means seeking the best for others. Love is compassion 
for all creation. Love speaks the truth with kindness. 
Love is the way of seeing others as God sees them.

Holy are you, Source of all new life among us.
Jesus Christ is the love of God come into the world.
We join with all creation and lift our hearts in joyful praise.

We light this candle to burn for love.
(while lighting the candle of peace)

 ♫ Hymn: Hope is a star - verse 4.................................pg 10 (119)
          youtu.be/0wrfmAHWuy4?t=139 

Wise Men - R Cunningham

Prayer of Approach
Praise God

Praise the Lord with all our hearts. 
For God promised to stay us, 

with all of creation, 
and God has. 

We hear this through stories of the Bible & stories of the church.
Always different, always the same. 
Always reforming, and always formed around you Lord, 

reaching out in love to bring the way of peace. 

Praise God, 
Praise Jesus with all our hearts. 

For you came to walk with us, 
shining light on the path. 
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With your light, 
we see the ways we walk off the path, 

the ways we hurt, more clearly. 
We are sorry for the suffering we have caused, 

or allowed to happen. . .

Praise God, 
Praise the Holy Spirit with all our hearts. 

Because you do offer us forgiveness. 
You continue to help us walk in the way of peace. 

Building a community here, and throughout the global village, 
to share your love and peace. 

As we wait, help us to live out the prayer you teach us:

The Lord’s Prayer (please use a version you are comfortable with)
Our Father in heaven,

 hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 
Amen. 

  Assurance of Pardon
 Hear the good news spoken through Zachariah 
 God has visited his people

and has redeemed them.

God has raised up a mighty saviour
from the house of David.

God spoke through the prophets of old
so that we would be saved from our enemies

God has shown mercy and has remembered his promises.
 Amen.

Listening to God
  Children’s Time

What are some things that make you angry? 
Does it feel good to be angry? 

(What do you look like when you’re angry?)

We all get angry sometimes. What’s important is being able to let 
go of the anger in a way nobody is hurt more. 

This may take courage to forgive the person who made you angry. 
It will mean telling them why you are angry or hurt. It means 
letting the anger go and thinking about other things. It means 
telling the person you forgive them and are not going to think 
about what they did. 

It can be hard. 

(This is also true if you are angry with yourself, 
or even God.)

prayer
Dear Jesus, help us to say sorry when we hurt others, 
and to be able to forgive as well.  

Amen. 
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 ♫Hymn: Will your anchor hold.....................................pg 11 (744)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTfypuXwrMA

Prayer for Illumination   
Lord, open our hearts and minds

through the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may be open to the unexpected

and trust in you. 
Amen.

  Intro to the readings 
Luke’s gospel starts with a greeting and then gets right into the 

story... or Zachariah. We’ll hear most of it today. While Jesus isn’t 
mentioned, it is about preparing the way for Jesus coming. 

Zacharias Elisabeth praying - Mann

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible,2 or click on the name to be taken to an online version.

Luke 1: 5-15a
Luke 1: 57-66
Luke 1: 57-79 (responsively)

 Sermon: Surprise?
Dear Lord, please bless these words

  and the meditations of our hearts. Amen. 

Today we are having two worship services! What’s with that? 
The Worship & Music Committee talked about it. We 

wondered if people would actually come. What would we miss if 
we cancelled one? Especially with chances to gather last 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and tomorrow. 

I think what swung the discussion wasn’t that this is the fourth 
Sunday of Advent; it was the comment that “this is what you do 
on Sunday morning.” 

You might have a more intense or personal reason to come, 
but ‘just what you do’ is a good one. It falls under what we call a 
‘Christian Practice’. These are ways we practice being a Christian 
so that when times are dark we have practised looking for the 
dawn. 

Today’s passage starts by Zachariah going to church. Now he 
has a bit more responsibility than you. He was a priest. People 
now become priests or ministers because they feel that God has 
called them personally, and the church agrees. This wasn’t the 
case for Zachariah. He was a priest because it’s what his family 

2 If you’d like a new Bible with helpful notes, I recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from 
Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963    
or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
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did. This was their role in society going back centuries. Whether 
they feel like it or not, it’s just what they do. 

We don’t know exactly what being a priest involved for him. 
Some people imagine it meant going to Jerusalem and going 
behind the curtain to where God lived - possibly a once in a 
lifetime experience. Others think he was a priest in a community 
and did this on a regular basis. Either way, Zacharaich was at 
church that day because it was ‘just what he does’.

Being an “old” man, I think it’s safe to assume that this is 
something Zachariah has done before. He knows what to expect. 
There will be the feeling that this is a special place. (Perhaps 
you’ve noticed that about some places. I noticed this on Iona in 
the 6th century abbey - it just feels closer to God). Then Zachariah 
will go through the routine - light the incense, pray, go back out 
& bless the people gathered. He knows what to expect. 

Except, this time it wasn’t as expected. This time he went to 
church like normal and something different happened. 

It makes a good argument for coming to church just because 
it’s what you do. 

This time, God shows up. 
Now, we always believe God shows up. This is watered down a 

bit by the belief that God doesn’t live here in the church, but is 
always with us - always showing up. 

Still, sometimes there’s a special connection. Sometimes you 
feel at peace; or something clicks and there’s a connection 
between God and your life. Zachariah receives a pretty clear 
connection - terrifyingly direct. 

That God works through the unexpected shouldn’t be a 
surprise - you could even say God being doing the unexpected 
should be expected. Zachariah will sing and refer to David, the 
youngest son in a large family with the lowly job of a shepherd - 
who became the greatest king of Judah & Israel. Nobody 
expected that. Zachariah then remembers Abraham. Thinking of 
Zachariah & Elizabeth having a baby in their old age, we might 
also remember Abraham & Sarah - and the time three strangers 
unexpectedly walked near their camp. Abraham invited them for 
refreshments, only to discover they were from God... and 
predicted he & Sarah would have a baby in their old age. In 
response, Sarah laughed. 

If you didn’t remember that story, that’s okay. I don’t think 
God will take your voice away. Zachariah, the priest, should have 
remembered it. Maybe he was made silent to give space to 
remember how God works.  ...and losing his voice was 
unexpected. 

As the priest on duty that day, Zachariah was to light the 
incense, say some prayers, and then return to the people and 
speak God’s blessing. That’s what normally happened. There was 
nothing wrong with it. Except now God was doing something 
unexpected. 

God doing the unexpected is something to keep an eye out for. 

and it begs the question... what is God doing? 

It’s not a question that Zachariah likely asked in the moment. 
These moments tend to be the person’s whole reality.  Think of 
when you encounter God in worship through an unexpected 
peace or connection. Did you analyze the experience, or just be in 
it? Still, it’s a good question to ask when there’s time to ponder it. 
What is God doing? 
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Well... it’s a new chapter in “the way of peace”. 
It starts with Elizabeth getting some peace - or at least quiet, as 

Zachariah can’t talk. But God is doing more - building a new 
reality. When Zachariah receives his voice back, we hear more. 

Zachariah starts by praising God for what God has already 
done - promises fulfilled. Zachariah then praises God for 
promises to come. Like in the past, these promises will become 
real. These aren’t secret promises known only to priests. 
Everybody knows about the covenant (agreement) between God 
and the people. God will look after them, and they will only have 
God. 

God showing up to save the people of Judah & Israel is 
expected. God creating, or re-creating, a new Kingdom/reality on 
earth is expected. Peace is expected. How God will overturn their 
enemies ...that’s unexpected. 

This is the plan. Little baby John will grow up to teach people 
knowledge of salvation. This is more than just telling them ‘it’s 
going to be okay, God will save you.’ This involves telling them 
about the enemies they need saving from... and it’s not the 
Romans. They need saving from the way they live. They need 
saving because other things are coming between them and God, 
them and each other. This is the enemy of peace - and 
unexpected. 

What sort of things lead us to sin? 

• Fears: It’s easy to be afraid we won’t have enough. A 
common one is will we have enough to eat or wear. Do we 
trust God and others to help, or do we sacrifice them to 
economically look after ourselves? 

• Respect: In Biblical times it was called honour, and it was 
even more important to your place in society than now. 
Still, it’s easy to find massive houses and million dollar 

cars around. Is it about need, or trying to buy respect? 
How does giving respect for things hurt relationships? 
encourage sin? 

• Justice: is hard. It can be small, like when somebody 
doesn’t seem to be paying attention to what you’re saying. 
You can be hurt and decide not to bother telling them 
things again. Damaged relationship. Sin. It can be massive, 
like the quest for justice between Israel and Hamas. 

In all these cases there is a lack of trusting God - of placing 
God first. This damages the relationships with God, and with 
others, ...with all of creation. This is not the ‘way of peace’. 

It’s not really a surprise. In Biblical times they heard readings 
from the prophets about looking to God for your needs & justice 
- and looking after each other. This is their part of the covenant 
with God. The answer baby John will propose is also expected: 
forgiveness. 

Thankfully God doesn’t sit there waiting for us to make the 
first move. God sends people like John to prepare the way; to 
remind people about sins - about what hurts relationships. This 
comes with reminders that we are all God’s children - we are all 
connected. When we do something that hurts someone else, we 
hurt God. When we hurt creation, we hurt God. ...and God 
offers forgiveness for those that turn around. 

Dorothy Day and 
the Holy Family 
of the Streets
Kelly Latimore
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Being forgiven builds trust, and trust in God brings peace that 
our needs will be looked after. 

God’s forgiveness also helps us to forgive as well - to re-form 
relationships. They won’t be the same, but there can be healing. 

It’s hard. It means giving up something. It means trusting. 
and we can’t force somebody to forgive us, or accept our 

forgiveness. It can be hard to let go of how we define ourselves - 
whether that’s our needs, or need for respect, or pain. It can be 
hard to accept ‘the way of peace’. 

Three wise men and a wall - Jim Forest

I’m going to end with a story. 
There were two neighbours out in the country, and they hadn’t 

talked to each other in ...maybe two years. It started over a stray 
cat. It hung around with of of the them, and then it went over to 

the other porch. Whenever they talked they started arguing over 
that cat - until they quit talking. 

A traveller came through looking for work. The one farmer 
said, “You say you’re a carpenter? Well, I got some work for you. 
You see that house over there, that’s my stupid neighbour. You 
see that ditch, he calls it the creek. He dug it out. If he’s going to 
try and divide us with that, I’d just as soon finish the job. Can 
you build me a fence so I don’t have to look at him again? 

The worker replied, “Well, yeah, I could do that. You’d need to 
invest in a lot more wood, but I can get started with what you 
have by the barn.” 

When the man came back from town, he looks out at where 
his new fence ought to be. That carpenter has built a bridge. out 
of his wood. and here comes his neighbour. across his bridge. 
onto his land wearing that goofy smile. and walking up to his 
truck. 

And his neighbour says, “You’re a brave man. I didn’t think 
you’d want to speak to me again. I feel like a fool. I’m sorry for 
building the creek without telling ya. ...and about the cat.”

and the man finds himself saying, “Ahh, heck, I knew it was 
your cat. I’m sorry too.”

and so through the unexpected dawns forgiveness and peace. 

To God be all the glory
Amen.
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Responding to God
 Hymn:♫  Blest be the God of Israel..............................pg 10 (752)

         www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9AuunN2CNc  

FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with
                 somebody... or many somebodies. 
                 Do what you feel safe (and practice stretching a little). 

Memories: Recall a time in worship when you felt at peace, or a 
connection with your life. Consider what God was 
doing. 

Wonder: How do our actions/values change when fear/hurt 
rules our hearts? 

Etching: As you are comfortable, share a grievance or pain 
that shapes your actions. 

Actions: While you can’t make people forgive, how do you 
apologize? 

Values: Ponder the ‘way of peace’, and life. 
Prayer: ...that we will be open to the unexpected, and that 

we can say sorry for the ways we sin. 

  Spirit Sightings
It was wonderful to see the blending of different communities 

last Friday with people from Kensington Sunday morning, the 
Friday Films, the Korean Presbyterian Church, & the children’s 
theatre, and our physical neighbours. There was singing, food, 
crafts & laughter. When people gather, especially when we can 
talk celebrate God (like at Christmas time), the Holy Spirit moves 
and breaths life. 

Thank you to everyone who helped!

Kensington Caroling

  Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website: 

kensingtonchurch.ca. Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and 
then the pretty button. It gives you various options that are easy 
to follow.

You can also donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is 
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is 
info@kensingtonchurch.ca. 

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance 
(PAR) are also good options. 

Prayers of the people
 O come, o come, Immanuel. 

Come Lord Jesus, come. 
Surprise us by your presence, 

surprise us with your blessings. 
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We pray this morning for those who are afraid, 
for those whose fears are controlling their values and actions. 

We pray for those who are afraid of not having enough to eat, 
of losing their home, 

of losing their families,
of losing their independence, 

of losing their health.
We pray for those who are afraid. 
 
God of love
Come Lord Jesus, come.

We pray this morning for those who struggle for respect. 
May they feel your love, 

and learn to trust that you will always value them. 
May the be able to live in ways, 

that share this love with everyone
and all creation. 

God of love
Come Lord Jesus, come.

We pray this morning for those who thirst for justice. 
May we all turn to you for justice, 

so that cycles of violence and will stop. 
May you help us to set boundaries that protect everyone, 

and help those who hurt others to realize the pain they cause. 
May you love bring healing, hope, and even joy

into everyone’s lives. 

God of love
Come Lord Jesus, come.

We come to you, confident that you are active, 
because we have seen you active before. 

In Jesus name
Amen.  

 ♫ Hymn: O Come, O Come Emmanuel.......................pg 12 (122)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4  

 Benediction    (Ephesians 3:20-21)
Now to him who by the power at work within us

is able to accomplish abundantly far more
than all we can ask or imagine,

to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
to all generations, forever and ever. 

Amen.
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