
Kensington Presbyterian Church
Growing in faith and sharing God’s love

since 1786

Christmas Invitations
December 24, 2023

Welcome, to worship. We are offering a variety of ways for 
people to gather. We are welcoming people to worship n person 
(with singing), as well as through Zoom, YouTube, and this printable 
PDF.1 If this is how you are worshipping, know that you are not 
alone... and if you like, you can invite those who live with you to 
join you, or connect with others through the phone or outside.

If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please 
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Contacts
Church Office:  514-486-4559..............info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)...................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
                                                           514-773-4620
Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)........zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com

Announcements
Clicking on or tapping blue text will take you to a web-site

Christmas Day
Pot-luck Breakfast & singing - 9:30 at the church 
Community Dinner - from 1 until 7 pm
    at St. Ignatius 4455 West Broadway (north of Sherbrooke)

Jesus & Java: Join us as we share the joys and questions of faith. 
Thursday, 3:30 pm at Beetz, 5914 Sherbrooke @ Clifton

1 note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Nativity in Townsville- Jan Hynes

Zoom Prayer Group: Thursday at 6:30 a.m. 
us04web.zoom.us/j/773730107?
pwd=eUo2M09YMEw5dkZvdm9uQmpHNlUrUT09

Friday’s Fantastic Family Food & Film Fiestas: returning mid Jan

Drop Box: Food donations are welcome for the local Food Pantry, 
diapers for young mothers through Head & Hands, and cloths & 
accessories for the New Hope Boutique. 

Church Office closed: from Dec 25 until Jan 8. If you need 
something, please contact Rev. Peter. 
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Approaching God
Call to worship2      

The angels sing the glory of God in the highest heavens.
“Be not afraid, for I bring you good news of great joy 

for all people. To you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord… you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger. 
Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom God favours!”  (Luke 2)

At Christmas, God speaks in signs. The baby in the manger is a 
sign of a new life and new governance shining in the world. 

Christ is born 
and the world is filled with the promise 
of hope, peace, & joy. God’s love in a body.

Holy are you, Source of all new life among us.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.
We join with all creation in joyful praise.

We light this candle 
because God has been made flesh and lives among us.

 ♫ Hymn: O Come all ye faithful.....................................pg 9 (159)
         www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=7aH9XnLwNws 

 Spirit Sightings
Normally after the sermon I include ways to respond to hear 

God, and one of them is to look for what the Holy Spirit is doing 
around us. This isn’t quite the same, but is about God being in the 
world. I’m moving it up in the order so that it might sit with you as 
we journey through the Christmas story. 

Yesterday on a CBC radio program called Day 6 I heard an 

2 from Presbyterians Sharing and being used across Canada

interview with a minister in Bethlehem.3 He reflected on how 
relevant the Christmas Story is this year. 

We will hear how a foreign military power, Rome, ordered Mary 
& Joseph to travel from the north, in Nazareth, to the south, in 
Bethlehem... which has been happening in Gaza. We will hear 
about a very pregnant Mary having to make this journey, as are 
thousands of pregnant women in Gaza. Mary doesn’t have a place 
to deliver Jesus, and neither do they as their homes are destroyed 
and most hospitals are out of service. We’ll hear about King Herod 
who tries to keep power by ordering attacks that kill children. 

The minister didn’t bring up Hamas, which is different than the 
Christmas story. He does point out how different God is in the way 
Jesus brings peace - in his birth, life, and in his death Jesus does 
not raise armies or use force. His point is that God goes into tragic 
situations and lives with people. 

Nativity in Bethlehem 2023

3 https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-14-day-6/clip/16031872-palestinian-christians-prepare-subdued-
christmas-bethlehem
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Prayer of Approach
Amazing God,

we are here tonight to share again your story
which tells us of the mystery of the birth of Jesus, your Son,
the one who is both fully divine and fully human.

We don’t claim to understand how you did it,
but we are glad that you did.

We are excited, and a little impatiently, 
to join with our family and friends 
in celebrating your coming to be our Lord and Saviour.

The angels you sent with the news are here once more.
They are around us and will be revealed in our carols & readings, 

they come to tell us the good news 
just as they did all those years ago.

They come to remind us that Jesus became like us,
with tiny hands and feet, 

 wrinkled and naked,
needing to be cared for by his family.

We come today to welcome Jesus once again.
We come to offer him what we have, 

not our toys or gadgets  - our advancements,
but ourselves.

We come to offer ourselves,
that we too might become human angels,
holy messengers, telling others about Jesus.

Amen.4

4 adapted from Spill the Beans issue 17. 

As we wait for your return, 
help us to live out the prayer you teach us:

The Lord’s Prayer (please use a version you are comfortable with)
Our Father in heaven,

 hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 
Amen.     

Listening to God
  Children’s Time

Throughout Advent the children in Sunday School have been 
building a giving tree. The idea is that as God gave himself to us 
in Jesus, we respond by giving to others. They came up with idea 
and have been practising. 

I’d also like to just go through one of the Christmas Carol, so 
we know what we’re singing about. Some points I’ll make for The 
snow lay on the ground

 ♫Hymn: On Christmas Night All Christians Sing.........pg 9 (162)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=oqsnfgVQuyk
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Prayer for Illumination   
Lord, open our hearts and minds

through the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may be filled with joy and hope

from knowing you better 
Amen.

 Intro to the readings 
Today we are going to hear several readings. I suspect they’ll be 

familiar to you. Each section focuses on different people. Each of 
them are invited to do something. I’ll invite you to consider their 
situation - to consider if you can relate to any of them... if you can 
accept any of these invitations. 

Mary & Joseph
Reading: Luke 1: 26-38
Thoughts:

Mary & Joseph were dreaming of having a family. It was 
expected of them. Her parents were looking forward to having 
little grandchildren around. It was the career that Mary had 
been training for. This was normal. I suspect, though, it was 
more than that; I expect Mary was a young woman who 
dreamed of having children. (perhaps you were like that too.) 

and now, she received the invitation for this dream to come 
true - but in such a different way. Instead of being about her 
family, she was becoming a servant in God’s family. Instead of 
having a child with Joseph she would be the surrogate mother 
for the son of God. She would raise him as her own, but 
knowing that he was part of something so much bigger than 
the quiet family life she dreamed of. As for providing 
grandchildren for her parents - they might never speak to her 
again. 

True, Mary dreamed of starting a family... but not like this.

What would you do if God invited you to expand your 
dreams to be a part of something bigger? What would you do if 
you were invited to let go of your dreams and trust God to 
change lives for the better? 

 ♫Hymn: The snow lay on the ground.........................pg 10(157)
           www.youtube.com/watch?v=WktRp3PrAuk

(P.S. Venite adoremus Dominum = Come, let us adore God)

Rev. Peter Rombeek 4/14 Dec 24, 2023
Kensington Presbyterian Church Christmas Invitations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WktRp3PrAuk


Innkeeper
Reading: Luke 2: 1-7
Thoughts:

An innkeeper’s job is to balance everybody’s desires. If 
you’re the sort of person who tries to make everybody happy, 
then you can relate. You know it’s a hard job. In this case, an 
unsatisfied customer and he’d lose honour... and no more 
customers.

With the census, the whole town is full. Now, there’s 
another couple looking for a place. His life is full, but can he 
make room? Would they upset the balance? What if the baby 
comes? Babies upset any carefully balanced life. 

What would you do if God invited you to make room, in an 
already full life, for someone else? for someone needing space 
from you? It may not be your couch, but for practical 
resources... or emotional space? 

What would you do if God invited you to make room for 
Jesus? 

 ♫Hymn: Once in royal David’s city.............................pg 10(166)
              www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmspXB6lUeg

Road to Bethlehem
M Torevell

Heavenly Host - M Moyers
Shepherd

Reading: Luke 2: 8-20
Thoughts:

The shepherds are ordinary people. Well, almost ordinary, 
or rather, less than ordinary. They were only special because 
nobody wanted to be a shepherd - especially the night shift. It’s 
similar now. People don’t want to be a farm hand. It’s why we 
need so many migrant labourers. It’s even worse than having a 
night time cleaning job because you have to leave your family 
behind. 

The shepherds were not important... and yet, God chooses 
them to tell about Jesus’ birth. The angles turn out en mass to 
a group nobody’s ever going to believe. And the shepherds 
accept the offer - they go and find out it’s all like it’s supposed 
to be - like God said. 

And then they, like the angels, start praising God and 
telling everyone what they’ve seen and heard. 

What would you do if God invited you to notice something 
God is doing? Do you feel you’re special enough for God to 
invite? What would you do to catch a glimpse of God in the 
world? What would you do if you did glimpse God in life? 

 ♫Hymn: Angels we have heard on high......................pg 11(147)
              www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJZCR30TN_Y
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King Herod
Reading: Matthew 2: 1-4, 7-8, 16
Thoughts:

King Herod is the king of the Jews. He likes that. He has his 
choice of food... his choice of anything, really. Life is good as 
the king. 

He made life good for the people too - especially in 
Jerusalem. He had them build theatres, political offices & 
marketplaces. He doubled the size of the Temple, even if it did 
mean adding the Roman eagle above the Temple gate. It was 
their honour to pay the taxes and do the work for him. Some 
people said he got more paranoid in his old age - but they 
didn’t say that for long. 

Then, as he’s getting old, along come some foreigners to 
celebrate the newborn king of the Jews. He’s already killed 
some sons who had thoughts of getting his throne. Apparently 
there’s someone else getting in the way of what he wants? 

What would you do if God invited you to change the way 
you live? Will you allow others to suffer so you can live the way 
you want to? 

 ♫Hymn: If I have been a source of pain.....................pg 12(199)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8RsYntBEqA

  Assurance of Pardon
 Hear the good news spoken by the angel to Joseph

She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.

Thanks be to God. 

Les rois mages chez Hérode - James Tissot    

Magi
Reading: Matthew 2: 1-2, 9-12
Thoughts:

The magi were scholars and priests - back then science and 
religion were combined. A common belief is that they were 
Zoroastrian priests who believed that God would be born and 
save the world. 

They thought that this was happening. They left their 
families and travelled across at least one dessert to search for 
this saviour. Eventually they found him, Jesus, and honoured 
him with precious gifts. 

They sacrificed lots of time & money - not to mention 
comfort - to look for Jesus. Then they blessed him with gifts. 
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What would you do for a chance to meet Jesus? What 
would you sacrifice? What gifts would you offer? 

 ♫Hymn: What child is this........................................pg 12 (161)
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=pf0RpRy7N_M 
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTPQrrWcj4Y 

Responding to God
FaithTalk: There are various questions with the readings for you 
                 to explore with somebody... or many somebodies. 
                 Do what you feel safe (and practice stretching a little).

  Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website: 

kensingtonchurch.ca. Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and 
then the pretty button. It gives you various options that are easy 
to follow.

You can also donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is 
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is 
info@kensingtonchurch.ca. 

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance 
(PAR) are also good options. 

Prayers of the people
Dear God, 
Tonight we remember the story of your coming as Jesus, 

and the ways it reminds us of you. 

You came to us as a baby, 
vulnerable - even helpless. 

You came and lived in our world

as one of us. 
And so we come to you, 

knowing it is safe to be vulnerable with you, 
to acknowledge our joys and fears,
because we know that you live with us. . .

For your presence Lord,
we give you thanks.

In inviting the shepherds and the magi
you show us that you invite everyone to join you. 

The poor and the rich, 
the labourer and the educated, 

the inside person and the stranger. 
Jesus, 

thank you for inviting us to join you...
and we pray for those 

who still need to meet you. . . 

For your presence Lord,
we give you thanks.

By being born in a stable, 
we can be reminded of those who normally live in barns: 

cows, donkeys, and chickens. 
We also thank you for those who normally live in barns, 

for farmers, their animals & crops that serve us. . .
Being born in a stable 

also shows us your choice to be with those needing a home. 
We pray for those who are not at home in this season, 

and especially for those who don’t have a home. 
Help them to find an emotional home with you, 

and to find practical stability and a safe home to live in. . .
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For your presence Lord,
we give you thanks.

While tonight is a story of joy, 
we are also reminded that there was horrible tragedy. 

You know that people can bring suffering & death on each other;
that this is unfair...

Jesus, please be with those who are suffering from injustice
or grief from the loss of their loved ones. . .

For your presence Lord,
we give you thanks.

While we didn’t hear it tonight, 
your story also includes becoming a refugee 
as you family must leave their work, processions, 

family, friends... all beyond to start new in a foreign land. 
Jesus, we pray for refugees now

who are struggling in refugee camps, 
or have made it to places like Montreal. 

May they receive hospitality and help; 
May they feel your love, hope & healing. . .

For your presence Lord,
we give you thanks.

And Jesus, tonight we remember the angels
who sang Glorias celebrating you becoming human

becoming God with us - Emmanuel. 
Jesus, Help us to feel your Holy Spirit with us now, and always..., 

and to celebrate you (now and always). . .
In Jesus name

Amen.  

 ♫ Hymn: Go tell it on the mountain .............................pg 13 (133)
       www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9o7bv7enYI 
       www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfDUkWy3lW8 (gospel)
      www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_GgZsUyzHA  (banjo & fiddle)

 Benediction    
May the joy of the angels,

the eagerness of the shepherds,
the perseverance of the Magi,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
and the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas.

And the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.5

God’s Hope - F Peter

5 E.9.2.1
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