
Kensington Presbyterian Church

Ups and Downs
February 26, 2023

    Welcome, to worship. We are offering a 
variety of ways for people to gather. We are welcoming people to 
worship n person (with singing), as well as through Zoom, YouTube, 
and this printable PDF.1 If this is how you are worshipping, know 
that you are not alone... and if you like, you can invite those who 
live with you to join you, or connect with others through the phone 
or outside.

If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please 
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca)

Lost Sheep - NC Wyeth

1 note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Announcements
Clicking on or tapping blue text will take you to a web-site

Communion: Will be next week, with our anniversary and annual 
general meeting. 

Annual Meeting: will be in person & Zoom, March 12 after church. 
We will email out the reports as soon as they are ready. If you 
would like a copy dropped off, please let us know. 

Friday Night at the Movies: We are fine tuning our plans for a 
weekly family dinner & movie night. Please let Rev. Peter know if 
you have an opinion on time or film. Starting March 24th. 

Choir: would like you to join them. We practice Sunday at 9:30. 

Jesus & Java: Thursday, 3:30  at Beetz, 5914 Sherbrooke @ Clifton
Join us as we share the joys and questions of faith. 

The Chosen:  Fridays at 7   at church and on zoom
is a Bible study in which we watch an episode of the TV show 
about the disciples and Jesus, and then discuss it in relation to 
our lives and the Bible. Discussion will be led by Rev Peter

Drop Box: We are now accepting food donations to help the St. 
Monica’s Food Pantry, AND items to help the young parents 
program at Head & Hands (ex. clothing, diapers, toys).

Contacts
Church Office:  514-486-4559..............info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)...................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
                                                            514-773-4620
Antoinette (families).......................Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)........zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com
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Approaching God
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Jésus Christ est la lumière du monde. 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship    
Come to the Lord, who is rich in grace, 

approach our God, who is full of mercy. 
We will praise God with all our heart

and glorify the name of the Most High forever. 

 ♫ Hymn: Crown Him With Many Crowns......................pg 11 (274)
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7OCs0d_4vM  (at the proms)

Christ Crucified - J Petts

Prayer of Approach
Dear God, 
We are so grateful that came as Jesus. 

That you walked with us, 
and had to put up with us. 

You know what it’s like to be annoyed
and tempted to respond.

Yet, you managed to respond in a Christian way, 
showing us what it is like to live in God’s kingdom. 

You know that we fail at this. 

You assure us that our sins will be wiped out when we ask, 
so that healing may come. 
Our sins will not be a barrier 

But it can be hard for us to leave them 
to move past them
to not be defined or shaped by them

Help us to admit when we mess up. 
Help us to accept your forgiveness. 
Help us to grow into relationships of love, hope and healing. 

In Jesus name
Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Hear the good news, 

It doesn’t matter how big or small your sin is; 
by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God. 

Thanks be to God. 
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer (please use a version you are comfortable with)
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours
    Amen.

Listening to God
 Children’s story

Last week for an addition to Lent to help you focus more on 
God I suggested saying “thank you God” every time you saw, 
heard or tasted something good. 

This week I’m going to suggest you recall all the ways you 
messed up through the day. Then pray to God for forgiveness and 
help - and then say, “God forgives me, so I can forgive myself.” 

Dear Jesus, 
Please forgive us when we hurt our relationships with you, each other, 
and creation - and please help us to forgive ourselves and do better. 

Amen. 

 ♫ Hymn: Rock of Ages................................................pg 12 (240)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=gM7gt_cSxjw  
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKRdhBK_fts  (band)

Prayer for Illumination2   
God of call, God of transformation, 

God of the Lenten journey.
Help us to discern your still, small voice; 

open us to change and growth, 
that we may walk with Christ. 

In Jesus name, 
Amen.

  Intro to the readings 
•  Between last week and this week...

◦ coming down from his mountaintop experience with 
Moses, Elijah, and God Jesus found that his disciples 
still lack faith to do the work. 

◦ After a little complaint and then helping out Jesus 
again tells them that he will be betrayed, killed, and 
rise again. 

◦ There’s a cute scene where Peter wonders if and how 
they should pay the Temple tax. Jesus suggests that 
while they shouldn’t have to, sometimes it’s easiest just 
to go along with it. As for how... Jesus suggests to Peter 
that he might be able to find a fish - being a fisherman 
and all. 

◦ Then today’s teaching chunk starts. The disciples ask 
who will be greatest in the Kingdom. Jesus tells them 
to be like a child - powerless, curious, full of faith. 
And he warns them that if something becomes a 
stumbling-clock they should cut it off. 

2 Worship Sourcebook J.3.1.3
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▪ and then tells the story of the shepherd who leaves 
everything to find the one sheep that is lost.

• The gospel reading will be ending with a parable. The 
original listeners would know some things we don’t. 
◦ A slave owes the king 10 000 talents. This is both the 

largest number in Greek, and the largest coin. There’s 
no way of owning more. 

◦ Just because someone is a slave does not mean they do 
menial labour. They could be a teacher, or have 
financial responsibilities. 

◦ Throwing someone in prison to pay their debt could 
happen (though discouraged in some parts). The idea 
was to encourage the family to pay off the debt and 
restore their honour.  

• The larger context is that Chapter 18 is Jesus teaching his 
disciples about living as a community. 
Listen with that in mind. 

• The Romans passage and Psalm add some helpful 
perspectives and community and forgiveness. 

    
Sherpherd - A Vollotton

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible,3 or click on the name to be taken to an online version.

Matthew 18: 12-35
Romans 14: 5-10
Psalm 32 

 Sermon: Judgment and Forgiveness
Dear Lord, please bless these words

and the meditations of our hearts. Amen. 

So... now that you’ve heard part of Jesus’ teaching about 
community - is it all clear and easy? Personally, I found the 
passage erratic. It started with a system for judging someone, and 
then said we should forgive. The king forgives a huge debt... and 
definitely remembers it in a later judgment. The passage suggests 
kicking someone out of the community... right after the story of 
the good shepherd leaving the 99 to find the one that has lost 
their way. 

Are we to judge or forgive?
Kick out the sinner, or go bring them in? 

We’ve all had issues with others - from annoyance, to anger, to 
being hurt. This happens in every community. Since the dawn of 
time there’s been the question of how to deal with it. Sometimes 
the impulse is to just hit the person, sometimes there’s 
manipulative plots, and sometimes we just want to hide. Jesus 
suggests something different. 

Our section started with the suggestion to judge others. It’s a 
good system. If someone is living in a way that is harming their 
relationships with God, community, creation, or even themselves 

3 If you’d like a new Bible with helpful notes, I recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from 
Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963    
or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
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(ie. sinning), then talk with them about it privately. If they don’t 
listen, then try bringing in some more people. Most 
organizations, including the Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
have conflict resolution policies that follow this advice. If the 
person continues to cause harm, then separate them from the 
community. You can see this pattern in judicial systems. When 
somebody does a crime that hurts society, they are locked up to 
prevent the damage from continuing. 

This sounds good, but what about other passages in Matthew? 
Back in the Sermon on the Mount (7:1-2) Jesus says, “Do not 
judge.” That’s pretty clear. Elsewhere in Matthew we’re told that 
the judging will happen “at the end of the age.” 

Are we to judge or not judge? 
And how’s it related to the passage about forgiving?  

Comfort - Charlotte Smith

Peter asks Jesus if he needs to forgive someone 7 times, and 
Jesus says, ‘No - 77 times’. We all get that we should forgive more 
than we can keep track of... but it’s more than that. The number 
7 represents perfection. Peter could be asking if he needs to 

forgive someone perfectly. I assume that would mean more than a 
grudging forgiveness, but one down to the heart - and Jesus says it 
should be even more. 

Something to be clear about - it’s not possible for us. Let’s 
acknowledge that, and still hold it as a goal. Trying to forgive 
completely will help make the world better - more like the 
Kingdom of God. 

But it still leaves the question of how do we live out these two 
stories that are beside each other? Are we to forgive someone and 
threaten to kick somebody out of the community? 

One perspective that can help is to think of it less like judging 
and more like holding someone accountable. Jesus is talking to 
the disciples, and the book is written to the Church. The people 
this message is for have agreed to a Christian way of living. 
Sometimes they, like ourselves, don’t see how we might be ‘losing 
our way’ - like an errant sheep - so it’s helpful for someone to 
quietly speak to us. Is this judging... yes, but it’s not about 
condemning. It’s about trying to be helpful. Can it still cause 
hurt and conflict? Yes (especially if not done sensitively), but it 
can also bring healing. There might be conflict, but there will be 
less damage then if the issue is ignored. 

I mentioned Bonhoeffer last week, and he has wisdom this 
week as well. He points out that a community can’t forgive what 
is not identified. We teach this to children in school. When 
saying sorry, include what you are sorry about. The community, 
because everyone is always affected, can’t move on until there’s 
acknowledging and forgiving. 

Sometimes the situation escalates. Then it may be necessary to 
treat them “as a gentile and a tax collector.” On the surface this 
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sounds like kicking them out. It’s certainly been used to support 
shunning and excommunication. However, let’s remember how 
Jesus treats gentiles and tax collectors. He goes to them, has 
dinner with them, and heals them - like the shepherd and the lost 
sheep in the story just before today’s passage. What’s this mean 
about holding someone accountable, or judging them? It sounds 
like it leads into Jesus’ answer to Peter - that we keep trying to 
heal this relationship. 

How’s that work out in real life? It’s hard. Gentiles and Tax-
collectors have different values. Building a relationship with 
somebody who is different is hard. It’s so easy for 
misunderstandings and hurt to happen. I’m sure you’ve 
experienced that. Are we meant to keep at it, even if it means 
getting hurt? God doesn’t promise our lives will be perfect, but 
does promise to protect us from the worst. Jesus also tells us that 
forgiving isn’t the same as wiping the slate clean. 

The next part of the lesson on community swings back to 
judging. A slave owes the king a ridiculously large sum of money. 
There is no way he’ll be able to pay it back. 

Have you ever been in that position? Maybe with money, but 
there’s another level in this parable - especially with the previous 
discussions about sins and forgiveness. Have you ever been 
involved in somebody getting so hurt, probably betrayed, that it’s 
impossible to imagine any way to make things right? Maybe you 
did it? Maybe you didn’t stop it? It happens, and being pushed 
out by pain is deserved. 

In this case, the king does what we expect - but not what was 
expected back then. He forgives the slave. They are all right again. 
Personally, I think it would be a time for a celebration - though 
I’m not sure our forgiven person has the capital to host a feast. 
Perhaps that’s what he’s thinking as we enter the next scene. 

Our character catches up with a colleague, and has him 
thrown in jail over 100 denarii. This was acceptable behaviour at 
the time. It would encourage the family to pay up and recover 
their honour. It might have seemed a little odd as a poor farmer 
could pay this back in a year - especially as these two likely had 
much more than that. However, everyone who hears the story is 
seeing the world by a different light. In light of the king’s mercy,  
this ordinary behaviour was intolerable. What is ‘fair’ and ‘just’ 
has been redefined. 

This is part of what it means to be a Disciple of Christ. We 
start to see the world in a new way - a way with different values 
that challenge us to reach out for those who have wandered away, 
disrupted the community, or have different values. And we try to 
live that way because it is better. 

and for those who don’t... well, it seems the king didn’t forget. 
Harm was not allowed to continue in the community. The king 
judged, and sentenced. 
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Does this mean that if you have a relapse, or make a mistake 
after being forgiven, that God will punish you? I’m not God, but 
I believe that if you’re worrying about then that’s a good sign. 
The Bible is full of people who keep making mistakes. They 
admit it and try to do better - and God keeps welcoming them 
back. While forgiveness can be hard for us - it’s not for God. 

I could wrap this up nicely with a line about how we should 
watch out for each other while living out God’s mercy... but life’s 
not that simple. Unlike what the passage says, it’s not a case of 
when two people agree God will do it. Perhaps it was for the 
disciples, but not us. 

Take the debate over same-sex marriage. People have been 
praying for it and against it. There are Christians in our 
denomination who believe it is a sin, and with the best of 
intentions, try to hold people accountable to their interpretation 
of God’s will. They are worried about the judgment at the end of 
the age. However, there are also good Biblical reasons to bless 
committed same-sex relationships. The decision on what to hold 
people accountable for isn’t easy. 

Paul’s advice to the church in Rome is helpful. “Some judge one 
day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike.” 
What does Paul suggest they do about this difference... don’t pass 
judgment. Focus on God - who is full of love and healing. 

So, how do we hold people accountable? Jesus started by saying 
to be like children. We do it humbly. We do it when we see that 
people aren’t experiencing God’s love. We acknowledge 
problems, and try for forgiveness. We do not judge, but try to 
help. We balance protecting people from harm, while offering 
healing to all those in need.  We do it with the mercy of the king. 

Can we do it? Not always, but we continually try to bring 
God’s love, hope and healing to everyone. 

And while we as a church can’t force God to do what we want, 
we can have faith in verse 20, “where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them.”

To God be all the Glory
Amen.

Responding to God
 ♫ Hymn: Amazing Grace............................................pg 12 (670)

  www.youtube.com/watch?v=7n145-J8ejg  just voices
  www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tvt6E9N7AQw   with guitar
  www.youtube.com/watch?v=5p2CbHG9O0s with everything

Rev. Peter Rombeek 7/13 March 5, 2023
Kensington Presbyterian Church Judgment & Forgiving

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5p2CbHG9O0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tvt6E9N7AQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7n145-J8ejg


FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with 
somebody... or many somebodies. Do what you feel safe 

(and practice stretching a little). 
Etching: Are you “bottling” something up? 

Memories: Share about a time when direct and private 
conversation helped resolve an issue. 

Values: How do you balance holding somebody 
accountable to living a Christian life, seeking the 
lost sheep, and forgiving perfectly (77 times). 

Values: How do we forgive and protect victims?
Actions: This week, at the end of the day, reflect on where 

you ‘messed up’. Ask God for forgiveness and 
help. ...and know that God does forgive you, and 
you should forgive yourself. 

Prayer: ...may God help us to bring love, hope and healing 
to the relationships we are brought into. 

 Spirit Sightings
Again, two sightings this week. One is the hymn we just sung. 

This year is the 250th anniversary of Amazing Grace. While I’m 
sure we don’t all agree, many find this a powerful and positive 
hymn. The story behind it is powerful too, though not quite the 
one I knew. 

John Newton did work on a slave ship and was in a violent 
storm - after which he became a Christian. That said, he kept 
working on slave ships until he had a stroke. After that he ended 
up becoming a priest, and eventually wrote Amazing Grace. 
About 15 years after that he took a stand against slavery.4 

This is a good reminder that change isn’t instant, but God’s 
Spirit doesn’t give up on anyone. 

4 https://wordandway.org/2017/09/12/the-myth-of-amazing-grace/

Another way the Spirit is working is seen in these recent 
Sunday photos. 

  Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website. 

Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the pretty button. 
It gives you various options that are easy to follow.

You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is 
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Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is 
info@kensingtonchurch.ca. 

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance 
(PAR) are also good options. 

Prayers of the people
 Today Sybil will be leading the Prayers of the People, however 

you who are reading this won’t hear her without going to 
YouTube: 
www.youtube.com/@kensingtonchurchmontreal2543/streams

You are invited to use the prayer below. 

God, we tie ourselves and others in knots.
Sometimes we are just trying so hard to get it right
that we make it more difficult than it needs to be.
May we grasp the simplicity of your good news –
that we are forgiven and are called to forgive others.
Simple, but not easy.

God, we thank you for stories that witness to freedom,
for lives that testify to the capacity to forgive
even in the most dire circumstances.
We pray for victims of crime
who find freedom in forgiving the perpetrators.
We pray for those who have lost everything
yet keep on hoping for better
because they are assured that your will
for all your people is good.

God help us to be people who “pay it forward”,
taking each small act of kindness
and visiting it on someone else.

Taking your huge gift of forgiveness
and extending that to all whom we feel have wronged us.
As we look on our world today,
may we see signs of your love and forgiveness
being played out in the live of others,
especially those who lead and direct.

May our government find the courage
to release people from poverty and fear
by letting go of power and oppression.
May we become a nation that lives in freedom—
not the freedom that comes by exploitation of others
or by holding onto what is not ours—
but the freedom that comes from waking up
to all that we have and resolving to share that with others,
freedom that comes from the knowledge
that there is enough food and clean water,
enough warmth and shelter for all to be fed, clothed
and homed if we let go of our grasp
on all that we do not need,
on all that we tie up for fear of letting go.

God, release us from our fear
and give us the will to go and free others
in the name of Christ who brings us freedom.
Amen.5

5 from Spill the beans issue 15, pg 15
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 ♫ Hymn: Help us accept each other.............................pg 13 (632)
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=N71oXSJe80U  (higher)
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=49zFSbxS37Y  (lower)

 Benediction  
Next week we’ll hear a parable from Matthew 20. You may may 

want to read the parts we’re skipping (in order to get to Easter 
on time). 

The LORD bless you and keep you;
the LORD make his face to shine upon you

and be gracious to you;
the LORD turn his face toward you

and give you peace.
Amen.6

6 Numbers 6: 24-26
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1 Corinthians 13 - Ivan Guaderrama
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