
Kensington Presbyterian Church

Pentecostal Truths
June 5, 2022

    Welcome, to worship. We are offering a 
variety of ways for people to gather. We are welcoming people to 
worship n person (with singing), as well as through Zoom, YouTube, 
and this printable PDF.1 If this is how you are worshipping, know 
that you are not alone... and if you like, you can invite those who 
live with you to join you, or connect with others through the phone 
or outside.

If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please 
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca)

Contacts
Church Office: 514-486-4559..........info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca

514-773-4620
Antoinette (families)................Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)..........zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com

1 note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Announcements
Clicking on or tapping blue text will take you to a web-site

Communion this week: All who want to know our Lord better are 
invited to join us the Lord’s Supper next. If you are celebrating 
from home you will have to provide your own elements. Those 
who come in person will be offered a pre-packaged package.

Prayer Group:  Thursdays 9 am at Benny Farm 
3500 Benny Ave. Common Room  beside central courtyard)

The Chosen: Join us for this Bible study to explore what Jesus was 
about, and what it’s like to be a follower of Christ. We’ll be 
basing this on Season 2 of The Chosen. While you can join 
anytime, the series is good and worthy of catching up on. 

Thursdays  April 21 - July 16
  7 pm viewing of video over Zoom  
  8 pm discussion

Ask Rev Peter for the Zoom address. 

Drop Box: We are now accepting food donations to help the St. 
Monica’s Food Pantry, AND items to help the young parents 
program at Head & Hands (ex. clothing, diapers, toys). 

General Assembly: June 5 - June 8 
This is the annual meeting for the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada - and will be online for everyone to watch. The opening 
worship is usually really nice (July 5 @ 2pm). 
presbyterian.ca/gao/ga2022

New Hope Senior Centre Annual Meeting: June 8, 11 am
In person (with lunch) and over zoom. 
call 514-484-0425.225 to RSVP

NDG Community Council Annual Meeting: June 9th, 2022 at 7pm
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Approaching God
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Jésus Christ est la lumière du monde. 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship   
God says: I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
The Spirit has come. Alleluia! 
Christ says: I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Companion to be with you for 
ever. 

The Spirit has come. Alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, gentle as a dove, 

burning as fire, 
powerful as the wind. 

Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 ♫ Hymn: In your pentecostal splendour.........................pg 12 (279)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wdkv_QptY3E

Pentecost
Ronald Kraut

Prayer of approach
O Lord, 

you are beyond our comprehension, 
but we feel the signs of you, 

like breath in our lungs, 
and hear stories of what others have felt. 

Come, Holy Spirit!

The Bible, and the world, are full of your wonders. 
Help us not to be satisfied with the ordinary, 
but to search for your Spirit’s presence
like a shepherd for a lost sheep. 

Please forgive us when we settle down, 
and no longer expect the unexpected. 

Come, Holy Spirit!

Your Spirit can be intimidating, 
in the surprising situations we can find ourselves in
and what those situations ask of us. 

Please forgive us when we freeze or hide. 
Come, Holy Spirit!

Your Spirit works in such diverse and unexpected people. 
Forgive us when we don’t listen to people 

who are different than us, 
or look to the unexpected for your words. 

Please open doors for us. 
Come, Holy Spirit!

And give us the courage to speak, 
as well as to ‘do the right thing’, 

so that all the world may feel your breath of life, 
and know it is you. 

Come, Holy Spirit!   Amen.
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  Assurance of Pardon
Hear the good news. 

God pours the Spirit upon us, even when we sin. 
The Spirit which helps us recognize our sin, 
which encourages us, 

and which transforms us through God's grace.
Thanks be to God!

Amen.

Listening to God
 ♫ Hymn: When the Spirit of the Lord moves..................pg 12 (398)

         www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXR_lo7xK70 

Prayer for Illumination   
Lord, open our hearts and minds

by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that as the Scriptures are read

and your Word is explored, 
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. 

Amen.

  Intro to the readings 
• God’s Spirit has been at work in the word since the 

beginning. Hear how God is at work in all of creation - even 
the chaotic and dangerous parts - which in this psalm are 
represented by the sea and the leviathan. 

• Our other passage is the familiar Pentecost passage from Acts. 
It is full of Truths. What Truths do you hear today? 

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible,2 or click on the name to be taken to an online version.

Psalm 104: 24-35
Acts 2: 1-21

You may enjoy this reading from the world council of
churches www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_MEMaaEAxo

2 If you’d like a new Bible with helpful notes, I recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from 
Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963    
or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
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  Sermon:  Pentecost Truths 
Dear Lord, please bless these words

and the meditations of our hearts.3 Amen. 

Acts is a tough book. I don’t mean to read. Unlike some of the 
letters, the language and debates are easy enough to follow. It 
flows pretty well. There’s even exciting adventures. The hard part 
is thinking of it as something to live up to. In Acts, we hear about 
Paul’s dramatic conversion, and many people think they need to 
experience something like that. After Peter’s sermon, that you 
heard the beginning of today, 3 000 people joined the church. 
I’ve never had that happen after one of my sermons. Jesus’ 
followers perform miracles. Have you? The early Christians 
shared everything so that nobody was in need. I have heard some 
examples of this in Kensington, but not to the same scale painted 
in Acts. While those early Christians had disagreements, they 
seemed to resolve them easily and quickly. Despite arrests or 
shipwrecks, they (almost) never seemed down and depressed. 

Is this what it’s supposed to be like?
Is this what we’re supposed to be like? 

It’s unbelievable. 
Was this even real? 

Well, the unbelievable isn’t new to God. So it could be. 
There’s also a magical energy (divine Spirit) that can be in 
something new. There enthusiasm that carries people through 
many difficulties, before they start focusing more on the 
negatives. And this happens in the early church as well. As we can 
read in the letters, those early churches were full of 
disagreements. They did not stay the happy supportive collective 

3 Psalm 19:14

portrait in Acts. 

It’s also helpful to remember that writers back in the day4 were 
less concerned with accurate details and more concerned with 
sharing Truths as they knew them... as they witnessed them. 

This is where we can learn and be inspired by Acts. It’s where 
we might even follow and have experiences like them. 

For starters, Pentecost isn’t a new festival. This is the festival of 
Shavuot, or Weeks, in which the Jews celebrate the wheat harvest. 
It’s one of the big festivals in which Jews from all over gather in 
Jerusalem. In the Gospel According to John the Holy Spirit 
arrives on the same day as the resurrection. In Acts, she arrives at 
this harvest festival. Harvests are worth celebrating. There’s a lot 
of work, by a lot of people, that goes on before it. There’s also a 
lot of waiting and praying. When the harvest happens, the 
produce leaves the fields and nourishes many more people than 
the farmers. This is all going on in today’s passage. 

For starters, the Holy Spirit is not new with Pentecost. She has 
been shaping creation since the beginning. There is a group who, 
like the farmers, have been working hard. They have studied and 
practised with Jesus - the best Bible study group ever. Before 
today’s passage we learn that they were continually praying. We 
don’t have the details, but I imagine they prayed that the Good 
News would continue to spread; that they would grow in 
numbers - that there would be a fruitful crop. They probably 
prayed that others would get to know God’s peace and healing 
like they do. Then they are plucked from their cozy room and 
brought out into the marketplace where they nourish many many 
people - and there is celebrating. 

4 generally considered pre-enlightenment (17th Century)
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There are a lot of Truths in Pentecost being when it is. 

Dancing with the Spirit - Nikolova-Houston

and there are other Truths to hear in this story. 
There’s the description that there was a sound like the rush of 

a violent wind, and tongues of flames. It wasn’t that, but it was 
like that. Powerful. Warm. Purifying. Able to reshape/redirect.  
How can you describe the Holy Spirit? 

Then everyone began to speak in other languages. It’s not that 
they spoke one holy language that everyone understood. It wasn’t 
that these Galileans, ie. rural bumpkins, began to speak like a 
Temple priest. They each had different gifts, and these gifts met 
people’s needs. We know from the text that when the followers of 
Jesus poured out into the street it was a strange experience. I 
think it also brought comfort and safety - when the visitors to 

Jerusalem heard their mother tongue. 
There are so many Truths in that. 
The truth is that God comes down to meet people - in Jesus, 

and in the Holy Spirit. God doesn’t just sit on a throne in 
Heaven and wait for us. God doesn’t stay in a Temple or church 
and wait for us to show up. God comes down to meet people. 

We are all given different gifts - and even greater variety that 
just speaking different languages. They include skills like singing 
and construction, hospitality and bringing peace, administration 
and understanding technology, ...and so much more. These gifts 
bring comfort and safety to people. God uses us to bring these 
gifts. 

And there’s not just a diversity of gifts, but a diversity of 
followers. For those who know the first part of the story, ie. the 
Gospel According to Luke, Jesus’ followers are not all from 
Galilee. There is diversity in everything about them, except that 
they are all Jews... which will change in a few chapters. They are 
being redefined: not by their parents, or background, or location, 
or language. They are being defined by their recognition of God 
in Jesus. They are being formed into a new and increasingly 
diverse community. 

This comes out in the start of Peter’s sermon as well. He 
quotes the prophet Joel - which adds to the Truth that this is not 
a new thing that is happening, but something that is evolving. 
The passage he quotes is hard for us to fully appreciate in a 
society that tries to have everyone treated equally. This isn’t about 
the leaders or respected adults - it’s about those on the edge of 
society. In a society where children don’t have much value, they 
are prophesying. The Elderly aren’t giving prophesies, but are 
having dreams - which is normally what the youth are doing. 
Slaves, are are nobodies, are having the Holy Spirit poured on 
them and they are also prophesying - these nobodies are to be 
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listened to! This is a community that values and respects 
everyone. It is radically inclusive. This is the Truth they are 
witnessing. 

Another aspect of this Truth is that it’s about community. The 
followers were invited by Jesus into a community. They had been 
praying as a community. They are gathered as a community. They 
experience the Spirit as a community. They go out as a 
community and form a new community - by respecting people as 
they are and sharing the Good News. 

This last part is perhaps why Pentecost is not as not as popular 
as Christmas and Easter. I heard this week a couple of ministers 
reflecting on how hard it is to go out of our safe religious places, 
and then talk to people who don’t see the world as we do about 
where we find life. It’s hard. 

But there’s Truth that it is something we are asked to do. That 
the Spirit will give us gifts to do it with, and that we will not be 
alone. 

Because the Holy Spirit is still active in the world. Often more 
like breath than fire - unseen, yet necessary. Still, I see it here. I 
see it in people being willing to be in community. I see it in 
people being willing to keep coming on Sunday mornings in ways 
they can be present with each other. I see it in committees of this 
church: in the ways we are looking to be more present to those 
using the building God has given us, and in the energy at our 
renewed ‘Friends of the Children’, and the Action Team, and the 
Worship & Music Committee. The ideas that are flowing, sorry, 
the Spirit that is flowing is exciting. 

One thing that is exciting is the talk of how to go out to 
people. This is great because in our society most people don’t 
reach out to church for support or nourishment. They get that 
through book clubs, or yoga classes, or choirs, or the gym. This 
means that we need to go out to them and be willing to talk in a 

way that means something to them. They will show us something 
of what the Spirit is doing - and they may be curious about what 
we do here. These are ways the Spirit is stirring us up.  

I’m sure the time will come when we become more like Paul’s 
letters. We had a bit of that with the COVID scare a couple of 
weeks ago. But in Paul’s letters, and here, there is hope as well. To 
our knowledge nobody caught COVID from being here. God has 
blessed us with wisdom and good procedures. 

God has also blessed us with the book of Acts. It’s full of 
impossible stories, but that’s nothing new with God. While it can 
be depressing to compare ourselves to the experiences in Acts, it 
is also good to accept the Truths that are there. 

...And perhaps be willing to accept that the crazy, 
unpredictable things can happen to share the love, hope and 
healing of God - and that it can involve you and me. 

What if we expect it? 

To God be all the glory
Amen.

Pentecost - Nelson
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Responding to God
 ♫ Hymn: Fire of God, O sacred flame..........................pg 13 (395)

        www.youtube.com/watch?v=iE5GEMcV45A   

FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with 
somebody... or many somebodies. This week they are a little 
more personal than usual. Do what you feel safe (and practice 
stretching a little). 

 Values: What Truths do you hear stronger in the Pentecost 
story today? 

Memories: When have you felt connected to other Christians? 
Etching: How does Christ meet you in community? 
Wonder: Speculate on how we can go out and engage 

people in a way meaningful to them.
Actions: Share one, or more, or your ideas with Rev. Peter. 
Prayer: ...for God’s Spirit it fill us, and for us to share

  Spirit Sighting
Some places, as I mentioned in the sermon, I see the Spirit at 

work is in the committees within Kensington that are having 
dreams and visions of reaching out to people in ways that can 
‘hear’. Pentecost wasn’t the end of the Spirit’s involvement with 
the church. While the church has been far from perfect, there is 
still good things happening, and great potential. 

I’m looking forward to what will happen at this week’s 
General Assembly (see announcements). 

  Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website. 

Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the pretty button. 
It gives you various options that are easy to follow.

You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is 
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is 
info@kensingtonchurch.ca. 

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance 
(PAR) are also good options. 

Communion
Communion Hymn: The Son of God Proclaim............pg 13 (558)

www.youtube.com/watch?v=8h21LN6iuZE

Eucharist, Source & Summit - Garcia

Invitation to the table
Today we remember how your Spirit can be dramatic, 

and cause your followers to be surprising. 
We also remember how you are in the ordinary as well, 

such as common bread and wine. 

Though what we have now is not a feast, 
and we are not all gathered at the same table, 

Your Spirit still unites us with each other
and with you in the mystery of these actions. 
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C'est la volonté de Dieu 
que tous ceux qui veulent connaître Jésus 
devraient partager ce repas.

So, come,
you who have much faith,

and you who would like to have more,
you who have come often

and you who have not come for a long time,
you who have tried to follow

and have done so imperfectly.5

As we come together to share the Lord’s Supper, 
we also come together with a statement of faith that we share 

with Christians of many types, 
around the world and through the centuries. 

Apostles’ Creed
Just to note: There are some good Pentecost lines in this creed 
about the Holy Spirit, and also diverse community. The small ‘c’ 
catholic means universal, so while the creed provides definition, it 
also includes many of the divisions societies make between 
people.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

5 very adapted from Iona Wee Worship Book 4th ed

he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. 

Amen.

Burning Bush - Butler

Great prayer of thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. 

and also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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Pentecost was once a festival celebrating a successful harvest, 
full of the joy in knowing we are fed and looked after.

Now we remember with joy that your Spirit is with us, 
and that we we are fed and looked after 
in ways we feel, and ways we never see. 

We remember that this is not new.
That in the beginning, when you created heaven and earth, 

your Spirit moved over the face of the waters.
You formed us in your image 

and breathed into us the breath of life.
you breathed into us your Spirit. 

When we turn away and our love fails,
your love remained steadfast.

Your Spirit came to prophets and teachers,
anointing them to speak your Word.

So that they point with all of creation, 
to your love, hope and healing. 

Therefore, we join with the whole creation
to lift our hearts in joyful praise.6

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes 

in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ.
At his baptism in the Jordan, your Spirit descended upon him

and declared him your beloved Son.

6 adapted from Worship Sourcebook Q.8.2.2.1

With your Spirit upon him
he turned away the temptation of sin.

Your Spirit anointed him
to preach good news to the poor,
to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind

He shocked and freed people wherever he went. 
Teaching and showing what God’s reign is like, 

What it is like to live in your Spirit. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection

you showed that sin and death cannot hold you
or us. 

While the world may not look like it, 
we are free in you. 

...Together, we proclaim the mystery of the faith.7

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Jesus, you promised that your Spirit would be with us, always; 
baptizing us with fire

and blowing us to where we can help. 
as on the day of Pentecost. 

We thank you for sending your Spirit to us today
to kindle faith and lead us into to your truth,
working in Kensington, to make us faithful disciples
and helping us to share you with everyone.

7 Worship Sourcebook Q.8.2.2.1

Rev. Peter Rombeek 9/15 June 5, 2022
for Kensington Presbyterian Church Pentecostal Truths



Knowing that you are active in the world, 
we bring to you our thanks and concerns: 
• for those who can’t chose their identity in you

◦ for those whose distinctiveness is being suppressed by 
governments

◦ for the situation in China, including the increased 
suppression of the Tiananmen Square massacre 
anniversary. 

◦ for those whose families don’t accept their faith in you
• for those who are suffering from health issues, or 

supporting those with health challenges... or both. 
• . . .

Help is all to see your breath, 
and to share your Spirit. 

As we wait for your return, 
we share in this echo of the feast to come. 

Joining with you in this juice and bread, 
connected by your Spirit

to the whole universal church... and you. 

As we approach this table, let us come together and pray the 
prayer that you taught us. 

Lord’s Prayer  (feel free to use another version/translation)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours
now and forever. 

  Amen.

Bread in hands - Safet Zec

Words of Institution
On the night before he met with death, Jesus took bread, 

and after giving thanks to God
he broke the bread and shared it, saying

“This is my body; it is broken for you.”
“Ceci est mon corps, qui est rompu pour vous”

[take and eat]
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In the same way, he took the cup of wine after dinner and said,
“This is the new relationship with God, sealed in my blood

Take this, all of you, in remembrance of me.”
“Cette coupe est la nouvelle alliance en mon saunt; faites ceci 
en mémoire de moi”

These are the gifts of God for the people of God.

[take and drink]

Prayer after Communion
Amazing God, you come alongside our ordinary lives

and set a holy table among us. 
Jésus, tu nous invites toujours à te rejoindre.
We thank you for bring us together with you,

and each other, through your echo of the feast to come.
Vous êtes ici maintenant avec espoir et amour.

Help us to feel your love, hope and healing, 
and to share it for all the world. 

In Jesus name
Amen.

 ♫ Hymn: Sent forth by your blessing.............................pg 14 (775)
         www.youtube.com/watch?v=nt2aU6ItXt0  

 Benediction  
Go in the name of the God who scatters

May the wind of the Spirit enfold you into God's mission
May the warmth of the Spirit rest on your work
May the words of the Spirit fill your mouth for witness
May the sounds of the Spirit guide your walk8

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. 9

Amen.

8 https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/weekly-worship/monthly/june-2022/5-june-day-of-
pentecost#prayers

9 2 Corinthians 13:13 
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