Kensington Presbyterian Church

know. (This will give our tech person more attention for the
sound.)

God's family values

Prayer Group: Thursdays 9 am at Benny Farm
3500 Benny Ave. Common Room beside central courtyard)

March 27, 2022

Welcome, during these times of physical
isolation we are putting out these worship services that you can do
at home.1 This doesn’t mean you have to do them alone. You can
invite those who live with you, or connect with others through the
phone or computer, or even in small groups outside.
If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca)

Visits: If you need a visit or prayer, please contact your elder or Rev.
Peter.
We thank everyone
who helped with
the Annual
General Meeting
last week. In the
photo you can see
people in person
and on the TV at
the far side.

Contacts
Church Office: 514-486-4559 ............info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)...................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
514-773-4620
Antoinette (families).......................Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)........zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com

The Choir: has started again. ♫ ♫ We practice Sunday morning.
In preparation for Easter we will also be practising Fridays from
7:30 until 9 pm.
Easter Scavenger Hunt: April 17 after worship. Please invite people.
NDG community council survey: March 30th
The Community Council would like to hear what we identity as
priorities. God calls us to be active in our neighbourhoods, and
this is one opportunity.
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSca5BN5UTlseW1k3y4IZ
y-E9faFYAqe0tsOXZajcpOouevV9w/viewform?usp=sf_link

Announcements
Clicking on or tapping blue text will take you to a web-site

Re-opening: We are once again welcoming people to worship in
person (with singing), as well as through Zoom, YouTube and a
printable PDF. If you have questions, please contact us.

Elder abuse workshop: Tuesday, March 29 from 10:30-12
Please contact Tonya or Sharon at 450-691-1444
or email at info@mwcn.ca

Zoom sound quality: We understand the quality of sound can be
frustraiting. As we cannot hear the sound over zoom, we
appreciate the feedback that we receive. Please know we are doing
are best. If you can help by being a host on Zoom please let us
1

Black Cloth: We would like to borrow some large black cloth to use
Easter weekend - perhaps a table cloth. Can you help?

note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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♫ Hymn: Spirit come, dispel our sadness.......................pg 11 (380)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4anYtYkV7w (one verse at a time)

Approaching God

Prayer of confession

Lighting of the Christ Candle

O Lord, we would come to you
with the penitence of the prodigal son,
confessing that we have sinned against heaven and in your sight.
Blessed be your name!
You give freely of the bread of life to all who seek your fullness,
and you bestow a father’s blessing on every returning wanderer.
We have wandered from you.
We have used the goods you have given us
as though they belonged to us,
forgetting that our life and breath
and all things are from you.
Often we have lived as if we had no heavenly Father
to thank for his goodness.
We joined ourselves to the alien of a far country,
but no one gave to us what would feed and nourish us.
We sought food for our wants in earthly pleasures,
but they were only as husks to our souls.
And now we come back crying,
“Why should we perish with hunger,
when there is bread enough in our Father’s house to spare?”
Oh, we thank you that we feel our wanderings
and have been inclined to come back to you.
O God, be merciful to all sinners.
Grant us forgiveness.
Amen.3

Jésus Christ est la lumière du monde.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship2
During Lent, we remember that even when we disobey and turn
away, we are still loved by God.
God does not give up on us.
God breaks our stubbornness and calls us back from our
wandering, so we can experience the joy and peace that comes
from following Christ.
May we have the courage to hear, to change and to align
ourselves with Christ.
Let us pray.
Persistent God,
help us to listen for your voice.
Let us hear what you are saying to us and make us willing to
change our ways.
Break our resistance, forgive our sins
and call us back to you.
In the name of Jesus Christ, our prophet, priest and king,
we pray.
Amen.

Assurance of Pardon4
Hear these words through Joel & Paul
2

3
4

from the Presbyterian World Service & Development (PWS&D)

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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Intro to Text

Return to the Lord your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
In Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

•
•

The Lord’s Prayer

The gospel reading will be within the sermon.
The psalm has some great descriptive language and is
explores it’s theme. The perspective shifts near the end
from a person to God.

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own

To help us repent together, let us join in The Lord’s Prayer.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours Amen.

Bible,6 or click on the name to be taken to an online version.

Psalm 32

Sermon: Is love fair?
Dear Lord, please bless these words
and the meditations of our hearts. Amen.
Today you are going to hear a familiar story. If you’ve grown up
coming to church, then it’s a friend you’ve had your whole life. I
expect it’s spoken to you differently depending on what you’re
going through at the time - one of the miracles of the Bible.
This isn’t the parable about the lost sheep, or the lost coin although they are related. These two parables come just before
the one we’re going to hear in the Gospel According to Luke.

Listening to God

♫ Hymn: Breathe on me breath of God........................pg 12 (389)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=h9hn5pzPRKA (big church)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=1N_EXkWA-qM (smaller)

Prayer for Illumination
Send your Spirit among us, O God,
as we meditate on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
Prepare our minds to hear your Word.
Move our hearts to accept what we hear.
Purify our will to obey in joy and faith.
This we pray through Christ, our Savior.
Amen.5
5

It’s interesting to note how this section starts. Tax Collectors
and sinners are coming to listen to Jesus, and the Pharisees and
6

Worship Sourcebook J.3.1.1

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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scribes are grumbling about Jesus spending his time with ‘those
people’. It’s important to remember that the Pharisees and scribes
were recognized by the community as being the best and most
Godly people. These were the good boys that everyone was
honoured to know. The tax-collectors and sinners were not.
Hearing the grumbling, he turns to the good boys and tells
them about the shepherd who leaves the flock alone to go
looking for the one that was lost; and the woman who searches
high and low for the lost coin. In both cases there are
celebrations in Heaven about the lost being found... but not
about those that weren’t lost.
How do you think they were feeling about that?

the inheritance.’
The words just burst out, forced up by the frustration of not
being able to do things my way. There was a moment where I
wondered if he’d hit me or just throw me out of the house.
Instead, he slumped and turned away. I wanted to take back what
I’d said so I wouldn’t lose what I have, but pride and fear froze
me. I waited. When he turned back there were tears in his eyes...
and he agreed.
I couldn’t believe my luck. The old man turned out to be a
pushover. I knew the rest of the community wouldn’t accept the
shameful act I’d done, but I didn’t care. I had money, freedom
from responsibilities, and could live any way I wanted to.
So I took off. I’d heard from merchants about cities where you
can buy anything you desire. I left my old ways in the dust and
headed there.
and it was amazing. The city never stopped. You could buy
anything there... things I’d never imagined. But there’s that small
and important word. The one that shapes the world, or at least
the world I’d chosen... “buy”. It was great as long as you could
buy your way in. When you run out of money, that’s another
story. I saw both sides. I suppose it’s the old man’s fault. He
taught my brother about financial stuff so he could take over. It’s
no wonder I couldn’t keep track of the money until I had none.
and now I’m at a loss - in every way.
I’ve lost my money, my independence, my family, my
community (back home and the one here that liked my money),
and my honour - several times over.
Now, I’ve got nothing.
I’m back to working on a farm, but now like a slave. I look
after the pigs - an animal that back home nobody’s honour would
let them be caught dead with. I collect the garbage from the

Then there’s the next parable.
We’re going to hear it in two sections. Each section features a
different character. To try and interrupt the familiar thoughts you
may have when hearing this story we’re going to hear from the
two characters before the scripture. For those that don’t know the
story, I don’t think you’ll have any trouble following along.
reading: Luke 15:1-3
Younger Son
What a ride!
It all started when I finally lost it on the old man. I was sick
and tired of doing what he wanted. He was constantly on my case
telling me that if I only lived his way I’d have the best life ever.
Really!? I’d seen the ads. Being on the family farm wasn’t the
height of excitement, or anything close.
So I told him, ‘I wish you were dead so I could get my part of
Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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kitchen and feed it to them... and it’s starting to look pretty good
- the garbage. I’m actually envious of pigs, and when you want to
be a pig - that’s a sign.
I think everyone back home was better off than this.
Actually, I know they were.
As I’ve lost everything else, I might as well lose my pride.
Maybe dad would let me work with the slaves.
I’d better figure out what to say. . .

and there’s a fuss going on at the house. I’m wondering if my dad
is having a merchant over for some a little relationship building.
If so, I should wash and change. I call one of the slaves over and
get a different story. He tells me it’s a party alright, but for my
brother.
I don’t say anything.
I don’t have a brother - not since he had brought shame on the
family.
I don’t move. I don’t know which way to move. Inside, the
feelings are erupting.
I can’t believe what the foolish old man has done now. Hasn’t
he brought enough shame on us by going along with that nogood son of his.
And who am I? I slave away for him and he doesn’t show me
any special treatment - and that other one gets a party! I guess it
shows where I stand.
Which is the one who should inherit it all... except now the
old man is using up my share on the other son.
Doesn’t he see he’s being taken advantage of?
He’s such a fool.
and everyone sees it.

reading: Luke 15: 11-23

It’s so unfair!
I really don’t get it. I’ve done everything he says. I’ve done
more. I’ve been like a slave. I’ve always been good.
Why isn’t he celebrating me?
Why is my life not perfect?
Why is this happening?

prodigal son - Bertram Poole

Elder Son
Can you believe it!?
I come in from making sure the Olive pruning is done right
Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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What attracted your attention?
Which character could you relate to?

Speak of the devil, here he comes now. The Old man is
heading right towards me. What can the fool possibly want of me
now?
He’s so lost.

Often we are encouraged to see ourselves as the younger son
and are reminded to repent for our sins. In the two parables
before this one Jesus talks about repentance afterwards, but this
parable just ends. Perhaps it doesn’t need repeating. The younger
son has a speech, but does he practice it because he’s repentant,
or because he wants to manipulate his father.
... does it matter?
The father doesn’t wait to hear why the lost son has returned
before running out to greet and honour him - of which both
actions would have seemed foolish. Running was undignified.
Associating with such a dishonourable person would have
brought the father dishonour. This would lead people not doing
business with him, because then they would be contaminated
with the dishonour virus.
Does this mean we don’t need to repent?
That feels unfair to those of us who try to be good - like the elder
son.
Are you more like this son who tries to do the right thing?
Who tries to be good?
Who is willing to sacrifice their desires for the benefit of others?
This sounds like most Christians. If so, what is the Bible
saying about fairness, justice, ...and love? Here it is saying that
God’s love is so big that nobody is ever not welcome back. Like
the sinners & Pharisees at the beginning of the chapter, they just
need to be there. That’s enough for Jesus to reach out to them.
Notice I said, “sinners and Pharisees.” Jesus is getting a
reputation for being with sinners. The parables in this chapter
tell about this favouritism towards the lost... as Jesus is reaching

reading: Luke 15: 24-32

Prodigal Son - Fr Sieger Koder
Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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7

out to the Pharisees, the good sons ...just as the father comes out
of the party to try and talk the older son into coming in and
share the joy.
I wonder what he did?
What would you do?
What do you do?
Can you think of a relationship where you have been unfairly
treated. Do you want justice or love extended? Which would
bring healing to them? to you?

This story emphasizes the other part - the love for all. A love
that reaches out no matter what. A love that celebrates anyone
who turns towards God.
May we all chose to join the celebration of joy.

In a lent devotional I’ve been following from Biola University,
a story was shared7 about the author meeting with a married
couple in conflict. They were so obsessed with each other’s faults
it was consuming them... rather like today’s psalm. “While I kept
silence [about my sins], my body wasted away through my groaning all
day long” (Psalm 32:3). The writer ends up saying to the couple
that their relationship may not be saved, but they need to forgive.
Their focus on the sins of the other, and denial of the sin in
themselves, was poisoning their spirits (and probably their minds
and body as well).
Love needs to be extended. This does not make everything
back to the way it was. In the case of the parable the father tells
the elder son, “all that is mine is yours.” The younger son doesn’t
get back what he squandered. In a case that involves abuse, the
victim needs to not be placed in a situation where they may be
hurt again. In that case the abuser is invited back into a different
part of God’s house to learn to be a part of this large family.
Repentance is important. So is justice and fairness. The Bible
has many stories about them. They help protect victims and heal
those doing the harm.

Responding to God

In the name of God the loving parent,
Jesus the Son
and the Holy Spirit, working in all of us.
Amen.

♫ Hymn: Amazing Grace............................................pg 12 (670)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=7n145-J8ejg just voices
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tvt6E9N7AQw with guitar
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5p2CbHG9O0s with everything

FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with
somebody... or many somebodies. Do what you feel safe (and
practice stretching a little).

Memories: What are some previous experiences you’ve had
with this parable?
Wonder: I read a hymn where the elder son joins the party,
and a play where he kills the father (foreshadowing
Good Friday). How would you continue the story?
Wonder: Is the Prodigal Son a good name for this parable?
Perhaps it should be Prodigal Love? What would you
call it?
Values: Today’s parable speaks to our values. What would
(do) you do when you
...what something?
...need something?

ccca.biola.edu/lent/#day-mar-11

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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...realize your situation could be better?
...you feel life is unfair?
...realize you made a mistake?
...realize you hurt someone?
...what if you’re right and you still hurt them?
How do you consider that all creation is God’s
(environment, other people, you, ...)
How do you balance fairness and love?

It gives you various options that are easy to follow.
You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is
info@kensingtonchurch.ca.
Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance
(PAR) are also good options.

Actions: The Lent (and Advent in season) devotions from Biola
University include a scripture passage, visual art, music,
poetry, written reflection, and prayer. Check out the
devotion for Psalm 32 here:
ccca.biola.edu/lent/#day-mar-11
Actions: Families always have struggles. Pray for families this
week.

Spirit Sighting
Last week Nora shared with me a recent experience she
identified as a ‘Spirit sighting’.
She arrived a week early for an appointment. While walking
back to the car she passed by a cell phone store. She had been
having issues with her phone and been unable to get help from
were she bought it, so she popped in to this other company. Their
tech spent over an hour helping her out at no charge (even
breaking a tool).
You could say he was ‘just a nice guy’, but as Christians we
recognize that all good things come from God - so there’s nothing
“just” about somebody being nice. This is God at work.
Where are you seeing signs of the Spirit?

This year’s flowers

Prayers of the people
Gracious Father,
We thank you for your love.
We thank you for your ideas of right and wrong,
for justice and fairness,
and for your foolish and overflowing love.
We thank you that we can always come to you.
It’s not that you don’t care why we come,
it’s that you care about every reason we come.

Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website.
Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the pretty button.
Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church

Today we thank you for Spring.
While it comes in fits and starts,
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like so much of life,
we thank you for the hope it brings,
for changes, even though they can be muddy,
and for the growth we will experience.

and learn to love.
With our prayers,
we turn to you,
knowing that you love us and care for us
and are working to bring love, hope and healing
in us, around us, and through us to others.

We thank you families...
when we are blessed with families we can trust like your love;
and we pray for those whose families are complicated,
or hurt-full, or just distant.
May your Spirit bring them all to you,
you that you can teach them how to love.

In Jesus the Christ we pray
Amen.

♫ Hymn: Forgiveness is your gift...........................................pg 13
www.youtube.com/watch?v=97RSripZ3OI (piano only)

We bring to you all kinds of requests for healing,
because you can heal those who turn to you.
for relationships...
for souls...
for minds...
for bodies...

Sending & Benediction (2 Corinthians 13:13)
As you go from this time,
be careful at being too much like the Elder Brother
when all of us have some aspects of the Younger Son
...and try to be like our Father.

And Lord of lords, King of all kings,
we pray for peace.
We remember the peace that you have brought to places like
Belfast and Sarajevo,
and we pray for peace in places like Yemen, Etheopia and the
Ukrane.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
Amen.

We pray for refugees fleeing their homes
because of war,
and other reasons.
May those that have homes,
help them to find the security of a home
from which they can rebuild their families
Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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Prodigal Son - Kristi Valiant
Rev. Peter Rombeek
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