
Kensington Presbyterian Church

Boxing Day Gifts
December 26, 2021

    Welcome, during these times of physical 
isolation we are putting out these worship services that you can do 
at home.1 This doesn’t mean you have to do them alone. You can 
invite those who live with you, or connect with others through the 
phone or computer, or even in small groups outside. 

If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please 
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca)

1 note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Announcements
Clicking on or tapping blue text will take you to a web-site

Visits: If you would like to talk or have a prayer
please contact Rev. Peter anytime. We can have a visit in a 
manner that you are comfortable with. 

Re-opening: With concerns about the rapid spreading of the 
Omicron variant of COVID, we will be closing the building for a 
while after Christmas. We will monitor the situation and hope to 
invite you back to the building soon. In the mean time, please 
join us over Zoom, YouTube and through this full text version. 

Children’s activities: if you know of anyone who might be 
interested, please contact Antoinette. 

Jean Laird: passed away. While she asked that there not be any 
visitation, you may leave notes online at 
www.dignitymemorial.com/en-ca/obituaries/pointe-claire-qc/jean-
laird-10493665

The Chosen: Thursdays Jan 13 to Feb 24    7pm video, 8pm study 
You are invited to join us over Zoom as we watch and discuss the 
series The Chosen along-side the Biblical stories of Jesus. This 
video series is a fascinating drama based on what we know of 
Jesus’ followers and the times they lived in. We will consider what 
is artistic licence and what is revelatory. The discussion will be 
lead by Rev. Peter. 

Contacts
Church Office: 514-486-4559..........info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca

514-773-4620
Antoinette (families)................Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)..........zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com
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Approaching God
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Jésus Christ est la lumière du monde. 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty,

who was and is and is to come!
Jesus was born into dark times; 

showing God’s light to the world
and so we come and worship, come and worship, 

Christ the newborn King. 

 ♫ Hymn: Angels from the realms of glory........................pg 9 (146)
          https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUL8CDz2G1k

Prayer of Approach
Dear Lord, You really are pretty amazing. 
You could so easily just have your way;

you don’t trample over us to get your way.  
You always listen to  us, 

and allow us to make decisions - even bad ones. 
You are patient with us, 

waiting for us to notice, 
waiting for us to listen, 
waiting for us to take your hand and join you, 

and allow you to join us. 
and you forgive us. 

Jesus, please forgive us for our sins. 
For the when we trample over others to get what we want. 

For the times we don’t listen others & honour them. 
For the times we are not patient with others, 

or ourselves. 
Please forgive us. . .

Thank you that you respect us. 
and please help us to accept your love, 

and to love the world better. 
In Jesus name

Amen.

  Assurance of Pardon   (Matthew 1: 21)
Read the good news 

She will give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.

Amen. 

Mother's Love - Roxana Gonzales
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Lord’s prayer  (feel free to use another version/translation)
As we approach God, let us be guided by the prayer that 

Jesus teaches us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours    Amen.

Listening to God
 ♫ Hymn: Infant Holy, infant lowly.................................pg 10 (143)

          www.youtube.com/watch?v=IaqoeCl_jR0  

Prayer for Illumination   
Immanuel, as we wait for your return,
may your Spirit help us see your glory 

feel your love
and receive your peace

through the reading and preaching of your Word.
Amen.2

  Intro to the readings 
• The gospel passage gives us the only glimpse of Jesus as a boy, 

perhaps as a ‘tween’, starting to find his own identity. 
• The psalm reminds us of the scope of Jesus’ work

2 adapted from Worship Sourcebook D.3.1.7

• The passage from Paul’s letter to the Colossians reminds us of 
the depth to this gift. 

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible,3 or click on the name to be taken to an online version.

Colossians 3: 12-17
Luke 2: 41-52
Psalm 148

  Sermon: Boxing Day Gifts
Dear Lord, please bless these words

and the meditations of our hearts.4 Amen. 

Christmas Day. 
This is church, so we know that the big thing about Christmas 

is the gift of Jesus, but for a lot of people the other presents are 
more exciting. 

and then we have Boxing Day - today. 

For many, this is a day about shopping, but what’s the origins? 
One is that Boxing Day is when the servants received their gift 
boxes. Another is that this is the day the Alms Boxes are opened 

3 If you’d like a new Bible with helpful notes, I recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from 
Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963    
or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV

4 Psalm 19:14
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up. Both of these explanations have boxes in common - which 
suggests the name Boxing Day. 

There’s something else they have in common. Both involve 
giving things to people who have less - especially the alms giving. 
Alms are donations collected for people in need. This is usually 
money, clothing or food. Traditionally, the role of figuring this 
out would belong to the deacons. They were responsible for the 
pastoral and practical care of the congregation (even in our 
branch of Christianity). The first official deacon is considered to 
be Stephen. 

Stephen was a Greek speaking Jew and Christian. As the 
church was just getting started he was asked to help distribute 
food and other services to those in need. God also used him to 
do wonders and spread the good news... which led to him  to 
becoming the first follower to die because of his belief in Jesus. 

His feast day is Boxing Day... or rather, Boxing Day is on his 
feast day - perhaps this is why the Alms boxes were distributed on 
Dec 26th. 

Why did the early church, and Stephen, help people in need? 
Because it was the kind thing to do. This kindness is something 
that was modelled by Jesus. You could even say it was a gift of 
Christ. 

Now, being kind wasn’t a new thing. However, the Christians 
took it to a new level. There are reports from governors back to 
Rome about the kindness of this group called Christians - that 
they actively try to be helpful to everyone in need. The governors 
admit it sounds crazy, but also seems harmless. 

It’s one of the behaviours/activities mentioned in Paul’s letter 
to the Colossians. Along with this basic characteristic of 
Christians he includes:  

• compassion: or feeling deeply with someone

• humility: where you respectfully listen, engage with and 
honour others

• meekness: which isn’t about letting yourself get trampled 
on, but about not trampling over others

• patience: 

• and forgiveness. Why does this last one need mentioning 
if we have compassion, kindness, humility, meekness & 
patience? Because we’re never ideal people. To make things 
right, we need to ask for forgiveness and offer the gift of 
forgiveness - just as our Judge forgives us. In the words of 
the Lord’s prayer, “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us.” 

And Jesus helps us to carry these gifts with us. The passage 
uses the word ‘bind’. This isn’t being used like being ‘bound’ by 
handcuffs so you can’t move. Instead it’s like wrapping a ribbon 
around a package so that it stays together. We can ‘keep it all 
together’ when we bind ourselves with love - Christ’s love. 

How do you get more of Christ’s love? 
By asking for it. By trusting it and leaning into it. By living out 
aspects of it - such as kindness, humility, meekness, patience & 
forgiveness. Which may sound a bit circular: if it’s love that helps 
you live those qualities AND those qualities help you know love... 
which comes first? Well, God comes first, as revealed through 
Jesus by the Holy Spirit. 

How do you live out these gifts? (this gift?)
You practice within your community: church, family, friends, 

neighbours, etc. 
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You also practice with yourself. Remember the way the passage 
starts? You are chosen, holy (set apart from the ordinary), and 
beloved by God. Yes, these words are all used in the gospels to 
describe Jesus. While you’re not Jesus, they are also used to 
describe you. You are chosen, holy and beloved. So, practice 
being kind to yourself, and meek with yourself, patient, forgiving - 
in short, love yourself as Christ loves you. 

...and love others. 

How else do we accept these gifts of life? 
Paul writes that we should be thankful - full of thanks. Being 

thankful is transformative. If you can be thankful for the people 
and situations in your life, then it will be easier to be kind, to feel 
with others, to respect and value them - to love them. If you find 
it difficult to be thankful (for example, having another COVID 
Christmas), then ask Jesus for help. 

I also find it helpful to start with small things. Such as the 
leftover Christmas bread this morning, and the hands that made 
it (my father’s hands), and family to share it with, ...and it 
snowballs from there. 

Another  small  thing  you  might 
start with is being able to hear and 
sing  the  hymns  this  morning. 
Except this  isn’t  a  small  thing.  It’s 
big enough that Paul names it as a 
way  to  connect  with  God.  “with  
gratitude  in  your  hearts  sing  psalms,  
hymns,  and  spiritual  songs  to  God.” 
The  words  can  be  reminders  and 
guides.  The tunes can bury themselves in our soul.  Long after 
everything else is forgotten they can bloom - connecting you and 

others with God’s love. 
So far, that’s three ways that Paul mentions: practice, living 

thankfully, and singing. There’s another one I want to mention 
that Paul doesn’t here... but Paul is doing it anyway. That is 
talking about these gifts. Discuss them. Remind each other of 
them. This is what Paul is doing in his letter. You can talk about 
the sermon, or the Bible passages, or where you struggle to be 
kind, humble, meek, patient, forgiving. Where you struggle to 
love. Also share times when you’ve seen success, and thank God. 

You might even try your hand at writing a letter like Paul, or a 
hymn like Jason Neale (who wrote our closing hymn), or 
something like this editorial that Anne Blott passed onto me. It’s 
be circulating for a while. It comes from the 1959 Christmas 
edition of McCall’s Magazine.5 Despite the difference in years it is 
still a good reminder for us - a gift

CHRISTMAS is celebration; and celebration is instinct in the 
heart. With gift and feast, with scarlet ribbon and fresh green 
bough, with merriment and the sound of music, we commend 
the day—oasis in the long, long landscape of the commonplace. 
Through how many centuries, through how many threatening 
circumstances, has Christmas been celebrated, since that cry 
came ringing down the ages, "Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." 
(Luke 2:10-11 KJV)

Christmas is celebration, but the traditions that cluster 
sweetly around the day have significance only if they translate 
the heart's intention—the yearning of the human spirit to 
compass and express faith and hope and love. Without this 

5 http://www.sdanet.org/atissue/Christmas/thoughts-mcalls.htm
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intention, the gift is bare, and the celebration a touch of tinsel, 
and the time without meaning. As these attributes, exemplifying 
the divine spark in mankind, informed the first Christmas and 
have survived the onslaughts of relentless time, so do they shine 
untarnished in this present year of our Lord.

Faith and hope and love, which cannot be bought or sold or 
bartered, but only given away are the wellsprings, firm and deep 
of Christmas celebration. These are the gifts without price, the 
ornaments incapable of imitation, discovered only within 
oneself and therefore unique. They are not always easy to come 
by, but they are in unlimited supply ever in the province of all.

THIS CHRISTMAS, mend a quarrel. 
Seek out a forgotten friend. 
Dismiss suspicion, and replace it with trust. 
Write a love letter. 
Share some treasure. 
Give a soft answer. 
Encourage youth. 
Manifest your loyalty in word and deed. 
Keep a promise. 
Find the time. 
Forgo a grudge. 
Forgive an enemy. 
Listen. 
Apologize if you were wrong. 
Try to understand. 
Flout envy. 
Examine your demands on others. 
Think first of someone else. 
Appreciate. 
Be kind; be gentle. 

Laugh a little. 
Laugh a little more. 
Deserve confidence. 
Take up arms against malice. 
Decry complacency. 
Express your gratitude. 
Go to church. 
Welcome a stranger. 
Gladden the heart of a child. 
Take pleasure in the beauty and wonder of the earth. 
Speak your love. 

Speak it again. 
Speak it still once again.

These are but inklings of a vast category; a mere scratching of 
the surface. They are simple things; you have heard them all 
before; but their influence has never been measured.

Christmas is celebration, and there is no celebration that 
compares with the realization of its true meaning — with the 
sudden stirring of the heart that has extended itself toward the 
core of life. Then, only then, is it possible to grasp the 
significance of the first Christmas — to savor in the inward ear 
the wild, sweet music of the angel choir; to envision the star-
struck sky, and glimpse, behind the eyelids the ray of light that 
fell athwart a darkened path and changed the world.

Thanks be to God
Amen.

Trust in the Lord - Ivan Guaderrama 
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Responding to God
 ♫ Hymn: What child is this..........................................pg 10 (161)

        www.youtube.com/watch?v=pf0RpRy7N_M 
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTPQrrWcj4Y 

FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with 
somebody... or many somebodies. This week they are a little 
more personal than usual. Do what you feel safe (and practice 
stretching a little). 

Memories: What Christmas gift(s) do remember receiving as a 
child? 

Values: What gift have you really appreciated? 
Actions: Pick something to practice: kindness, humility, 

meekness, patience & forgiveness... or something 
from the McCall’s article Together, come up with a 
way you can practice this better. Set a timeline to try. 
Pray for help. 

Actions: Share some things that you are thankful about. 
Actions: What hymn or psalm do you like? What is it about? 

Why is it meaningful to you? 

  Spirit Sighting
About a month ago we dug out the Christmas DVDs. They 

include several VeggieTales stories. For those who don’t know, 
this is a series of stories in which Bob tells a story, with the help 
of Larry, that is a silly adaption of familiar tales into a moral 
lesson. They can be quite good. Incidentally, Bob is a tomato and 
Larry a cucumber. 

After watching the story inspired by The Little Drummer Boy 
(several times) Markus suggested that I should show this to you 
on the Sunday after Christmas - and it’s something he 

remembered and reminded me of the other day. I wasn’t sure 
what you’d think if we had a VeggieTales service. I am sure it 
would violate copyright rules. 

That said, it is still a good 
example. This is one way the 
spirit works. You experience 
something and need to share it 
with others. It’s not because 
you’re going to get something 
out of it, but simply because you 
want them to experience it too. 

I invite you to notice to what 
brings you hope or joy. What 
makes you laugh? What fills you 
up? and share this. 
(You also may want to check out 
VeggieTales: The Little Drummer Boy.)

  Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website. 

Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the pretty button. 
It gives you various options that are easy to follow.

You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is 
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is 
info@kensingtonchurch.ca. 

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance 
(PAR) are also good options. 

Prayers of the people 
Incarnate God,
with the angels we sing and glorify your name,

thankful for all that you have given us:
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for your presence in the world, 
that you are present even in the dark corners, 
but Lord, we ask for your light to shine
bringing your love, and all your other gifts . . .

for our nation with it’s diversity and supports . . .
and please be with those people who are oppressed
or have been wronged . . .

for our community and its leaders
including our political leaders & business leaders
May they receive and share your gifts of humility, kindness, 
meekness & patience . . .
and may they seek forgiveness when they should . . . 

for the witness of your church celebrating around the world . . .
and pray for your congregation here at Kensington, 
and the leaders you have raised up . . .

But today we are especially grateful for the gift of your Son, who 
gave up his heavenly home for a manger and a cross so that we 
might experience redemption, a gift that neither spoils nor 
fades.

We pray this in the name of the one who became flesh and dwelt 
among us,

Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.6

 ♫ Hymn: 
It’s interesting to know that this hymn, Good King Wenceslas, is 

actually about a real person. He was King over a little territory in 
the 9th century in what is now Germany. He became famous for 
being a Christian, and for helping people who needed it - as 
exemplified by the hymn. Let us be reminded and inspired by 
him, and reminded of God’s love which nourishes these gifts. 

6 adapted from Worship Sourcebook  E.4.4.1

        Good King Wenceslas...................................................pg 11
         www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQVUMG6LZGM  (choir)
         www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5E8CXQwtrg (Irish Rovers)

 Benediction  (Romans 15:13)
May the God of hope

fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Shepherds at 
Bethlehem

Michael Torevell
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Good King Wenceslas - GS Knowles
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