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    Welcome, during these times of physical 
isolation we are putting out these worship services that you can do 
at home.1 This doesn’t mean you have to do them alone. You can 
invite those who live with you, or connect with others through the 
phone or computer, or even in small groups outside. 

If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please 
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

https://marrymetampabay.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/12-1.jpg

Contacts
Church Office: 514-486-4559..........info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Antoinette (families)..............Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca

1 note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Announcements
Re-opening: We are now offering a fourth option for worship: 

Zoom, YouTube, Text, and in the building. If you have not yet 
received a copy of the guide to the re-opening, please contact your 
elder or Rev Peter. 

In short, we will be observing many of the measures you’ve 
experienced over the last 18 months. Due to risks, there will be 
no congregational singing & fellowship will be outside. We 
encourage those without a vaccine shot to worship from home for 
your own safety. Still, it will be nice to see each other again. 

Book Study: first Wednesdays of the month at 7:30 - ex. Oct 6th 
We are reading through Liturgy of the Ordinary, which helps us to 
see God in our daily lives. This month’s link is ‘losing your keys’. 
This is a great opportunity to invite friends who are curious about 
God. While reading the chapter ahead helps, it’s not necessary. 
Contact Rev. Peter for more details. 

Prayer Group: Wed. at 11:30 a.m. 
Weather permitting, we will try both Zoom and meeting in the 
courtyard at Benny Farm. 

us02web.zoom.us/j/78266904325?
pwd=dkhMck1ZRXBKTmdvK2VsaHRIOFF1UT09
or phone: 438-809-7799 

Meeting ID: 782 6690 4325    Passcode: 7864826 
Climate Change Conference: October 14 to 16

Our Synod has organized this conference to consider what we can 
do about climate change. The main speaker will be Dr. Norman 
Wirzba of Duke University. More details can be found here: 
www.presbyterian.ca/qeosynod/synod2021.html

Discrimination within the PCC: At this years General Assembly a 
special committee was established to collect the stories from 
people of non-Euro-Canadian descent within our denomination - 
particularly where they have felt hurt. Stories can be submitted to 
special.committee.pcc@gmail.com. 
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Approaching God
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Jésus Christ est la lumière du monde. 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship  
Gather us, O God
And we will know your life that makes us one
Gather us, O God
And we will celebrate our variety and uniqueness
Gather us, O God
And we will give you the pain of our brokenness
Gather us, O God
And we will share the gifts of your Spirit. 

Trinity of love, bind us as one
That our brokenness be healed by you; 
That our fears be held by you; 
That our gifts be used by you; 
That our lives be offered to you; 
So may the world know you. 
Amen.2 

 ♫ Hymn: Follow me the Master said.............................pg 10 (645)
            www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDc5SJoX-DQ

Prayer of Approach 
Almighty and merciful God,
we come before you

carving out this time from our lives to spend with you. 

2 adapted from ‘Gather us, O God’ by Ali Newell. Published in Holy Ground Wild Goose 2008. 

We come to listen for you, 
to see how you can give us strength; 

how you can help our story. 

Even with this, 
we try not to listen to your voice, 
we hide in our safety nets and business and memories. 

We realize that too often we focus on ourselves, 
and not on you. 

We think our gifts are for us, 
and not for your kingdom. 

We try to live our dreams, 
and not your dreams. 

May your Spirit come to us now
you and your dreams
you and your purposes
you and our neighbours.

May your holiness poke & prod us
infect us with your love and hope
so that we may spread your Kingdom

Help us yield to you. 
Amen.

  Assurance of Pardon  
Hear the good news:

To all who turn from sin in sorrow,
to all who turn to God in hope,
this is God’s Word of grace:

We are accepted, we are forgiven, we are loved.
This gift we have from God.

Glory to God. Amen.3

3 Worship Sourcebook 2.4.39
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Lord’s prayer  (feel free to use another version/translation)
Jesus left us a prayer to guide us into a healthier relations with 

God and each other. Let us join with the larger church, saying...

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours    
Amen.

Listening to God
 Hymn:♫  Open my eyes................................................pg 9 (508)

          www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_EPaFuOf60 

Prayer for Illumination
O God, open our hearts and minds

by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that as the Scriptures are read
and your Word is proclaimed,
we your Wisdom stir questions in us

that help us seek your story. 
Amen.4 

4 adapted from Worship Sourcebook 3.1.28

  Intro to the readings 
◦ In our first passage Peter had a dream before dinner in which 

he saw a table cloth being lowered from heaven filled with all 
kinds of delicious food... not all of which was kosher. He 
protested to God, and God told him that everything the Lord 
had created was good. Then some Romans come and invite 
Peter to visit the Centurion. How could you refuse? 

◦ It’ll be obvious, but the next two are letters with advice to 
those who are probably feeling a little at risk. 

◦ Our psalm has celebrates with some good reminders. 

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible,5 or click on the name to be taken to an online version.

Acts 10: 44-48
Jeremiah 29: 1-14
Philippians 1: 1-11
Psalm 66: 1-12

Kensington crafts - Sept 2021

5 If you’d like a new Bible with helpful notes, I recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from 
Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963    
or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
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  Sermon: The plan
Dear Lord, please bless these words

and the meditations of our hearts.6 Amen. 

Our Psalm today invites us to 
“Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; ... 
  Say to God, ‘How awesome are your deeds! ...
  Come and see what God has done.” 

And these are good things to remember, because God has 
blessed us in many ways. Some that come to mind include:

• having a building that is in good fairly shape - and is quite 
flexible in how can be used. 

• having people in our leadership with experience in 
microbiology, ventilation, medical care - all very useful 
during a pandemic. ...and people with skills of 
organization, pastoral care, prayer, teaching, music, 
gardening, empathy, jam making  (I was given some lovely 
Mennonite peach jam the other week), and people who 
can see other people’s skills. We’ve even had new people 
join us in COVID. 

• we’re blessed with the technology to connect with each 
other through print and computer

• and there’s the wonder of the Lord pulling people 
together from different religious, geographic, social, 
economic, & cultural backgrounds into our congregation. 

Still, it’s also easy to see the things we’ve lost. There’s repairs to 
be made on the building. The technology gives us new troubles 
too much of the time. People who have died or moved away. 

In one of the books I’ve been reading they wanted to look at 
6 Psalm 19:14

the COVID lockdown as a time of forced stillness and peace. The 
Bible has examples of people taking times of stillness to reflect 
and hear God’s voice... but that’s not what this felt like. Instead it 
felt like being forced into exile from the people and things we 
love - from what gives us strength. This is also in the Bible. 

Take the passage from Jeremiah. He’s writing to people who 
had been taken from all their familiar places. These exiles were 
struggling between feeling lost and hoping to return soon. There 
were even some people saying, ‘don’t worry, life will be back to 
normal real soon.’ Does this sound familiar? 

We know from other parts of the Bible that this experience 
was heart rending - such as when psalm 137 sings, “By the rivers of 
Babylon — there we sat down and there we wept when we remembered 
Zion. How could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?” 

Where is their hope? 
Where is God? 

Which are questions that are easy to get wrapped up in. Is 
there any hope our story will go on? Where is God in our story? 
The list at the beginning gives some examples of how we could 
see God in the story of our church. 

Jeremiah doesn’t point to that though. He doesn’t remind 
them of how God was in the Temple. Instead he tells them to 
setting down. Make your homes were God has put you. Get 
involved in the city. Try to make it better - because this is your 
home too. 

Or, to put it another way, God is here too. 
This isn’t a new message. The Bible is full of stories about God 

being active throughout the world - in unexpected places and 
surprising ways. Take the story of Peter at Cornelius’ house. This 
man wasn’t a Jew, and yet the Holy Spirit flowed into him and his 
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household. Peter hadn’t even finished teaching them what they 
needed to know yet. 

And then there’s Jesus. While he did teach and work in the 
Temple and synagogues, we have many many stories of him going 
out into the world to meet people were they are at. Jesus listens to 
their issue, and unconditionally helps them find God’s love, hope 
and healing. 

This, as the psalm put it, is awesome! God is at work in the 
world. 

Jewish Museum, Berlin- Rombeek

and that links into another message Jeremiah gave to those in 
exile. “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans 
for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” And 
this isn’t an isolated reminder. Hundreds of years latter Paul tells 
the Philippians the same thing. “I am confident of this, that the one 
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day 
of Jesus Christ.” 

...and it’s still true. 
God has a plan for us. 

But there’s a couple of important nuances in these sentences. 
One is that it’s God’s plan. This means we need to rethink the 

question we were asking earlier. Instead of asking ‘where is God 
in our story?’, we should ask ‘where are we in God’s story?’ 

This means we shouldn’t think of our building and our 
congregation and our skills as ours. This isn’t about us, it’s about 
God. The building, technology and people that make up 
Kensington are a blessing given to us, but to help us join in 
sharing God’s gifts of love, hope and healing.  

And this sharing is in two directions (broadly speaking). 
There’s the way the Holy Spirit uses them to nourish us. To feed 
us spiritually, and with knowledge and wisdom and peace and 
courage and strength and love. The Holy Spirit has build this 
community we call Kensington as a way to nurture our faith. 

The other direction is outside the congregation. As Jeremiah 
said, to help the welfare of the place we find ourselves in. This is 
part of God’s plan - with the Holy Spirit also working outside the 
congregation. 

There are all sorts of ways this is happening. I was talking with 
somebody I met through Markus’ school. He identifies as a bit 
religious, but not spiritual. He likes some of the ceremony and 
community, but doesn’t believe in God. Recently he’s really been 
hit by the state of the environment and the need to do something 
about it. Concern for creation is good and I believe this comes 
from the Holy Spirit stirring his soul, whether he believes it or 
not. 

Another example is having a National Day for 
Truth & Reconciliation (Sept 30) that is actually 
being noticed by people. The increased awareness 
of the issues around Canada’s treatment of the 
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Indigenous Peoples is a way of God’s love, hope and healing 
being realized. Maybe with listening, change will happen. 

And there are other issues the Holy Spirit is working within. 
What are some you can think of? 

Where do you think the world needs fixing? 
Who do you think needs help? 

What are you passionate about? 

That last question is an important one, because it’s a sign of 
the Holy Spirit inviting you into God’s plan - inviting us into 
God’s plan. 

This week somebody from another congregation approached 
me because they figure their congregation has about a year of 
money left. One of the ideas I shared was of sharing their 
building, and I was able to use Kensington as an example. The 
story as I heard it is that Kensington had identified seniors as an 
area in the community you felt called to support in some way. As 
you were wondering what to do, the New Hope Seniors Centre 
approached you wondering about the use of space. This 
partnership allows Kensington to help support seniors in the 
community and New Hope receives rent they can afford. (We’ve 
also received air conditioning in most of the basements, redone 
floors, and new appliances in the kitchen.) 

But what else is in God’s plan? 
How else is God inviting us to grow our faith? 
How else is God inviting us to share love, hope & healing? 

to quote, “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”

How do we know the plan? 
That’s the other aspect to notice about these passages - searching 

and prayer. Jeremiah delivers this message from God to those in 
exile, including us. “Then when you call upon me and come and pray 
to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you 
seek me with all your heart.” We also heard in Paul’s letter about the 
importance of seeking and sharing God’s love... and of constant 
prayer. 

This is the place to start: prayer & searching
Then remembering the psalm, “come and see what God has 

done”... or perhaps, “...see what God is doing.” Seeing that God 
has blessed us with gifts in our building and people. 

Let us remember our gifts, and pray for how to use them.
Let us listen for the Spirit pulling on our souls to share God’s 

love, hope and healing.
and Let us search for the Holy Spirit at work

because that is how the Kingdom of God will grow, and 
along with it the church and ourselves. 

 To God be all the glory
Amen.

https://miro.medium.com/max/1400/1*bYd6-JKESeYsNcwdull_nw.jpeg
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Responding to God
 Hymn:♫  With the Lord as my guide.............................pg 11 (574)

  vimeo.com/461677925  

FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with 
somebody... or many somebodies. Do what you feel safe 

(and practice stretching a little).  
Actions: Pray for Kensington and our community (local or 

global). 
Memories: What have we done in that past that we should do 

now? Should it be modified from then? 
Values: What issues are their in our community that excites 

or worries you? 
Wonder: How could our gifts help with one of those issues? 

  Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website. 

Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the pretty button. 
It gives you various options that are easy to follow.

You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is 
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is 
info@kensingtonchurch.ca. 

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance 
(PAR) are also good options. 

  Spirit Sighting: Commissioning of Student Minister
We’ve been asked to help a student from the college this year. 

You may remember Alex from a few years ago when he sang in 
our choir. What brought him to Montreal was prayer and 
listening to the Spirit as it invited him to explore a different sort 
of ministry than most people, that of being a minister in a 
congregation. 

Alex was born in Victoria, but grew up north of Toronto and 
in Cornwall. While in High School, he developed his love for 
history which he explored at The University of Ottawa

During those summers he worked at Gracefield Christian 
Camp and Retreat Centre as a Camp counsellor and office staff. 
While at Gracefield, he got the chance to lead the Bible Study 
and Worship for the campers and that’s where he started hearing 
God’s call for his life. He’s had some experience guest Preaching 
at different churches and spent a summer in Northern Ontario 
leading a joint Presbyterian-Anglican congregation.

Like the rest of us, his journey is ongoing and changing, and 
the Spirit is leading him. Let us ask God’s blessing as Alex starts 
this stage of his journey. 

Dear Lord, you are our Shepherd, 
leading us through life 

in ways that allow us to share your love and hope. 
We thank you for bringing Alex to us the year, 

and ask that you help us to help him 
as he continues to prepare 
for the ministries that you have in mind for him. 
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May you create ways for him to learn despite the coronavirus, 
and nurture the experience and wisdom he needs. 

With the leadership of Jesus, 
and the guidance of your Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Prayers of the people 
Faithful God, 
You see the world in its magnificence, 

and its pain. 
Your love rains down to nourish the lives here, 

but some places and people are separated. 
Help us to listen to issues where you can use our gifts to share 

your love, hope and healing. . .

We thank you for Kensington
and the gifts you have blessed us with; 

and we pray that you will help us nourish the people your bring, 
and journey with those who need you 

in the communities around us. . .

We thank you that we live in a society were we have a say in the 
government, and 

we pray that in the upcoming municipal elections, the issues you 
want talked about are raised. . .

We thank you for the health care system we have, 
and the all the people who make it work. . .

and we pray for those who are sick
physically, mentally, and spiritually. . .

We also pray for those affected by the pandemic
both here and abroad. . .
we especially remember Cuba

 We pray these prayers in the strength and love of Jesus, the risen 
Christ, Amen.

 Hymn:♫  You are called to tell the story.........................pg 12 (583)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBUsXSoCyeI

  Benediction
May the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may overflow with hope

through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.7

7 Romans 15: 13

Rev. Peter Rombeek 8/12 September 19, 2021
for Kensington Presbyterian Church The plan

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBUsXSoCyeI


Rev. Peter Rombeek 9/12 September 19, 2021
for Kensington Presbyterian Church The plan



Rev. Peter Rombeek 10/12 September 19, 2021
for Kensington Presbyterian Church The plan



Rev. Peter Rombeek 11/12 September 19, 2021
for Kensington Presbyterian Church The plan



Rev. Peter Rombeek 12/12 September 19, 2021
for Kensington Presbyterian Church The plan


