
Kensington Presbyterian Church

Sing to the Lord
August 1, 2021

    Welcome, during these times of physical 
isolation we are putting out these worship services that you can do 
at home.1 This doesn’t mean you have to do them alone. You can 
invite those who live with you, or connect with others through the 
phone or computer, or even in small groups outside. 

If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please 
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Announcements
blue text: if you are reading this on a computer you can click or tap 

any blue text to open up the link. 
Communion this week: All those who wish to know Jesus better are 

welcome to join us for the Lord’s Supper next week. You’ll need 
to provide your own elements (juice/wine & bread)

Book Study: The Liturgy of the Ordinary will return September 1st. 
Prayer Group: will return September 1st. (11:30 in the Benny Farm 

Courtyard).    But please keep praying. 
Re-opening: Session has a plan for reopening the worship to people 

participating in person. You should receive a letter through email 
or physically mid August. 

Contacts
Church Office: 514-486-4559..........info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Antoinette (families)..............Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca

  
1 note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Approaching God
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Jésus Chris est la lumière du monde. 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship  (Psalm 95:1-2)
Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD;

let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with thanksgiving

and extol him with music and song.
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Somebody who was walking by the prayer group this week 
heard we were talking about hymns and commented that they 
were a central part to worship - and they will definately be a 
central part to our worship today. 

Singing is a powerful way that the Holy Spirit works in our 
souls. Today we will be singing a number of favourites. As we 
approach God with praise and adoration, let us sing this first 
hymn suggested by Alexa and Ian who like the tune and the 
message.

 ♫ Hymn:  Now let the vault of heaven resound..............pg 10 (255)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4fF2OR0OxE

Seeing Shepherds - Daniel Bonnell

Prayer of Approach   
Usually we say a prayer of adoration as we approach God in 

worship, but today we will sing our prayer through How Great 
Thou Art. It was suggested by Flo, who comes to our prayer group. 
She remembers how it was her grandmothers favourite. 

While you may understand this, it’s worth noting that this 
isn’t a hymn about God’s paintings or art. A more modern 
translation would say, “How great you are.” And I say translation, 
because it was originally in Swedish. The author was Carl Boberg, 
who, interestingly, was a member of the Swedish Parliament for 
almost 20 years. 

 ♫ Hymn:  How great thou art.......................................pg 11 (332)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=lT8vkjEZSzs

Prayer of Confession   
Also as we approach God’s amazingness, we recognize our 

mistakes, let us pray...

Merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you

with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
. . . 
In your mercy 

forgive what we have been,
help us change what we are,
and lead us to what we can be,

In the words of the hymn, 
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“guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us” 
so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.

Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.2

 Assurance of Pardon 
Know that God loves you, 

and welcomes all who turn for help
with pleas like the next hymn. 

 Hymn:  Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us♫ .....................pg 12 (647)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGsvbqErM2A 

This last hymn was suggested by Sybil. She remembers a 
wedding where it was sung where it brought tears to the bride’s 
eyes. Sybil’s favourite line is, “guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us” 

It was written as a children’s hymn. 

Listening to God
While we are listening to God throughout the worship service, 

this set of hymns is more directly connected to scripture - the 
word of God. 

Prayer for Illumination
O God, open our hearts and minds

by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that as the Scriptures are read

and your Word is proclaimed in song and word,
we may hear what you are singing to us today. 

Amen.3

2 adapted from Worship Sourcebook 2.2.11
3 adapted from Worship Sourcebook 3.1.28

P Rombeek

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own Bible,4 or 
click on the name to be taken to an online version (NRSV).

Jeremiah 17: 5-8

The next hymn was suggested by Stewart, who likes the words 
and the tune. 

It includes a sense of God’s word through Jeremiah, but also 
reflects on the impact of our attitudes on those around us. 

 Hymn: ♫ Who would true valour see............................pg 12 (633)
             www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiSAjwtpFUc

4 If you’d like a new Bible with helpful notes, I recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from 
Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963    
or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
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Reading: The next passage also reflects trusting in God, except 
it focuses on God rather than us. 

Psalm 46

This psalm inspired Martin Luther in writing A Mighty Fortress, 
although he gets more personal in verse 4. This hymn has been 
called the Marseillaise of the Reformation. “It was sung in the 
streets…It was sung by poor Protestant emigres on their way to 
exile, and by martyrs at their death.”5

 Ian recommended this hymn. He likes “the tune, and also the 
message that God will protect us against anything.”

 Hymn: ♫ A Mighty Fortress..........................................pg 13 (315)
             www.youtube.com/watch?v=PB5XvHq8UHk

Reading: There are times when we don’t fell like God is a 
mighty fortress. One Biblical example is how the disciples felt 
when Jesus died. 

In the Gospel According to John, on the first day of the week 
Mary Magdalene goes to the tomb, and when she sees the stone 
has been rolled away she runs back to tell Peter and another. The 
men look in, but Mary stays back into the leave confused. That’s 
were this passage starts

John 20: 11-18

A classic hymn that expresses Mary’s feelings is I come to the 
garden alone. It is one of Pansy’s favourite hymns - particularly the 
chorus. She’s already planning to have me sing it at her graveside 
with my guitar. 

 Hymn:♫  Into the garden......................................................pg 13
             www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1VE1NOmLYc

5 https://hymnary.org/text/a_mighty_fortress_is_our_god_a_bulwark#

Sharon Helleman

This next hymn could be one that Mary Magdalene sang while 
running back to tell the others about what she has experienced. 
While Nora has many favourite hymns, this is the one that 
popped into her head when she first read the email inviting 
suggestions. It’s one she always enjoyed singing when she was in 
Sunday school.

 Hymn:♫  I serve a risen saviour (He lives)...............................pg 14
             www.youtube.com/watch?v=qF6aBDS3drA 

The last hymn of this section is linked to specific passages, but 
could also be said to be the wish of the entire Bible. It is a 
favourite of many, young and old. The third verse, like many of 
these hymns, picks up the idea of God being with us as we 
journey, and offering to light our way. 
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 Hymn: ♫ Jesus loves me..............................................pg 15 (373)
             www.youtube.com/watch?v=d83mtUCxd_w

Responding to God
There are many ways to respond to God. One is sharing 

questions and experiences with a friend (see the FaithTalk 
questions for suggestions). Another is to write or sing hymns, 
poems, etc.  

One way of responding to God is to try and describe what’s 
going on - our relationship, how we see God, etc. One attempt at 
this is the Apostle’s Creed, which well say together soon. Cecil 
Alexander wrote a collection of hymns based on this statement of 
faith. The next hymn is her response to God, “Maker of heaven 
and earth.” It’s also a response to the amazingness of creation. 

It was suggested by Ken & Fran. 

 Hymn: All things bright and beautiful♫ .................pg 15 (435)
         www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErYNkr5eG7o

FaithTalk
These are some questions for you to discuss with 

somebody... or many somebodies. Do what you feel safe (and 
practice stretching a little).  

Values: What sort of music do you like? What are some of 
your favourite pieces/songs... they don’t have to be 
hymns.

Memories: What are some of your favourite hymns? Share why 
you like them (tune, words, memories... can you be 
specific?)

Wonder: Music is powerful. How could Kensington use music 
to reach out, engage, help our community? 

Actions: Pray and thank God for music and this change to 
share with a friend.

  Spirit Sighting
We believe that the Bible is a very important source to know 

God, but that God is also active in the world through the Holy 
Spirit - walking with us. One way we experience this is through 
hymns: through the way their words & tunes touch us; and 
through the way the can stay in our souls and minds long after we 
have forgotten other things. Through their very existence we we 
see and feel the Spirit. 

Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our 

website. Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the 
pretty button. It gives you various options that are easy to 
follow. You can also donate through interac e-transfer. Our name 
is Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is 
info@kensingtonchurch.ca. And you can sign up for Pre-
Authorized Remittance (PAR) are also good options, or simply 
mail or drop off a cheque or cash. 
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Communion
 ♫ Hymn: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ #1, 2.......pg 16 (563)

          www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYnF86ZzHH8

   Invitation to the table
We may not be gathered at one table, or even at one time, but we 

have all been gathered by one Lord, God almighty, ruler of 
heaven and earth. 

We have all been invited to experience God now. 

Wherever you are, Christ is with you. 
offering bread broken for our journeying
and wine poured out for our tears. 

In this symbol of the Feast, 
where loss finds comfort in promise
and despair is transformed into hope, 

we come together. 

Whoever you are, whatever your bring, 
hear the risen Christ call your name; 
and accept God’s invitation to new life.6 

C'est la volonté de Dieu 
que tous ceux qui veulent connaître Jésus 
devraient partager ce repas.

As we come together to share the Lord’s Supper,
we also come together with a statement of faith that we share with 
Christians of many types, around the world and through the 
centuries. 

6 portions by Jan Berry from Fire & Bread. ed Ruth Burgess

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.     

Amen.

We are all One in Jesus Christ - Soichi Watanabe
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Great prayer of thanksgiving & the Lord’s Prayer
The Lord be with you.

and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

and it is right to give you thanks and praise. 
You have created so much that is bright and beautiful, 

that shows your joy and attention to detail. 
Look back, 

we can see occasions of horrible events
sometimes by nature
and sometimes by us. 

and yet, there is hope to.
There are times when we listen to those whom you’ve sent. 

When we try for more than our dreams, 
and aim for your dreams; 

in which everyone experiences your peace 
and love and community. 

Now we have the words of your songwriters going through our 
head, and we are thankful that you speak through them. 

We thank you all your revelations
and the way they help us see your glory. 

and we join with the whole creation
to lift our hearts in joyful praise.

Holy, Holy , Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

and the one who came in your name, 
Jesus, sang your song like no other. 

He was willing to stop and spend time with whoever needed it, 
whether well connected, or ignored by society. 

He brought them healing, 
helping them rebuild their relationships in healthy ways, 
and to know your peace. 

He showed us that your love is stronger than anything we might 
feel - that love is so much more than a feeling. You showed a 
love that was willing to suffer and die that others have 
relationships made right. 

We see this in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection; 
through Jesus’ hope, lament, and rebirth. 

...and this is still going on! 
We have witnessed the signs of it in the lives of people around us, 

and even in us. 
and so together, we proclaim the mystery of the faith.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Lord Jesus, as we wait for your return, 
we thank you that your Spirit is continually at work in this 
world - moving in all of our lives, bringing healing and drawing 
us closer to you. 

We pray for your Spirit to be felt: 
• in the lives of those who don’t feel safe in their 

neighbourhoods or homes. . .
• by those suffering from issues related to the pandemic; 

whether it’s being sick, or out of work, or over-worked, or 
lonely, or betrayed, or afraid. . .
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• by those who suffer from other physical or mental health 
issues. . .

• and by those who are trying to support others. . .

And we thank you for turning ordinary things (like a table, bread 
& juice) into holy things 
so that we are reminded that you are with us all the time. 

Carvalhos Triptych - Barredo Maximino Cerezo

As we share your bread and your cup, 
we pray that your Spirit will make them alive
so that we may be closer to you

and be strengthened by you until you come again. 

As we prepare to share this symbol of the feast to come, we come 
together to say the prayer you gave us:

(feel free to use another version/translation)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours

now and forever.   Amen. 

Words of Institution
On the night before he met with death, Jesus took bread, and 

after giving thanks to God
he broke the bread and shared it, saying

“This is my body; it is broken for you.”
“Ceci est mon corps, qui est rompu pour vous”

[take and eat]
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    In the same way, he took the cup of wine after dinner and said,
    “This is the new relationship with God, sealed in my blood

Take this, all of you, in remembrance of me.”
    “Cette coupe est la nouvelle alliance en mon (saunt) sang; 

    faites ceci en mémoire de moi”
    These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
[take and drink]

Prayer after Communion
Jésus, il n'y a rien qui puisse te séparer de nous.

Vous êtes ici maintenant avec espoir et amour.
Your Spirit nourishes us with your strength, and your peace. 
Help us reach out with your love

to touch our neighbours as you would
to share your justice, hope and love. 

Amen.

 Hymn:♫  Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ #3...........pg 16 (563)
          https://youtu.be/nYnF86ZzHH8?t=84

  Sending & Benediction
Hymns are one of the ways that we see God at work - both 

through the writing, but also through the way they become 
written in our hearts. They are a way that God speaks to us, 
nourishes us, and encourages us to share with others. 

As we go from this time into the greater song of God in the 
world

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
help your soul to sing along.7

7 based on 2 Corinthians 13: 13
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