Presbyterian Church

Announcements

Commanded love!

India COVID Crisis: One way to respond is through the
Presbyterian World Service and Development (PWS&D). You
can find out more here:
presbyterian.ca/pwsd/2021/05/04/india-covid-crisis/
or call 1-800-619-7301
Keeping an Open Heart in Troubled Times: Wed, May 12th 1-3 pm
The Rev. Deborah van Deusen Hunsinger leads a workshop will
help you keep your heart open with compassion despite the
suffering in and around us. Register online:
vst.edu/event/keeping-an-open-heart-in-troubled-times
Book Study: first Wednesdays of the month at 7:30

May 9, 2021
Welcome, during these times of physical
isolation we are putting out these worship services that you can do
at home.1 This doesn’t mean you have to do them alone. You can
invite those who live with you, or connect with others through the
phone or computer, or even in small groups outside.
If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

The Liturgy of the Ordinary helps you find God in all aspects of
life... one chapter a month. You are still welcome to join the group.
If you are interested, please contact Ines.Rombeek@gmail.com.
This is also a good activity to invite a friend who is open to the
idea of God or curious about what it means to be a Christian.

Prayer Group: will be meeting through Zoom on Wed. at 11:30 a.m.
If you would like to pray at a different time, please contact Peter.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/78266904325?
pwd=dkhMck1ZRXBKTmdvK2VsaHRIOFF1UT09
or phone: 438-809-7799
Meeting ID: 782 6690 4325
Passcode: 7864826

Visiting: The government considers ministers to be essential
workers. If you need a visit, please contact Rev. Peter.

Contacts

Church Office: 514-486-4559..........info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Antoinette (families)..............Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca
1

note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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♫ Hymn: Love divine.....................................................pg 9 (371)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=BF8jG9U3r5w

Approaching God

Prayer of Approach

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Our Father,
Our Mother,
We come to you because you love us.
Seeing your love for the world
in how you are always leading us to a better way.
Seeing your love for us
in how you are always there to turn to.

Jésus Chris est la lumière du monde.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship (Psalm 98)
Sing to the LORD a new song,
for the Lord has done wonders.
God’s right hand and holy arm
have brought salvation.
The LORD has made known the victory over chaos,
and has revealed bounty to the nations.
The Lord has remembered steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
Sing praises to the LORD,
with the guitar and the sound of melody.
With trumpets and the sound of dancing feet
make a joyful noise before the Sovereign LORD.
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the whole world and those who live in it.
Let the rivers clap hands;
let the hills sing together joyfully
at the presence of the LORD,
who is coming to judge the earth.
The Lord will judge the world with justice,
and peoples righteously.

In the shadow of your love
we are both comforted
and uncomfortable.
We know that you want us to love as you do,
but we don’t.
We hold back
because loving may take us on a new journey.
We hold back because we’re exhausted
because we try to do it without you.
and sometimes we actively don’t love,
disobeying your commandments to respect and care for
others and the world.
Please forgive us. . .
As your Spirit helps us know your love,
may we also know your forgiveness.
May our lives shine with your love,
helping light up the world.
In Jesus name
Amen.

Let us worship our LORD.
Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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Assurance of Pardon

new song does your life sing?
◦ The Gospel passage continues Jesus’ farewell speech the
disciples as he continues to offer them hope and a vision
through the trials ahead.
◦ The passage from Acts is in the middle of a long one. It starts
at the beginning of Chapter 10 and continues through 11. In
this section Peter’s sermon is cut sort by something
happening. Is it the right way to do things? Who should be
included?

Here the Good News
“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world
to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”2
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace
Amen.

♫ Hymn: Sing a new song...........................................pg 10 (422)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VfM88nE2Jzc

Listening to God
Prayer for Illumination
God of life,
your Spirit raised Jesus from dead.
Your Spirit inspired the prophets and writers of Scripture.
Your Spirit draws us to Christ
and helps us to acknowledge him as Lord.
We ask that you will send your Spirit now
to give us deeper insight, encouragement, faith, and hope
through the proclamation of the Easter gospel.
Amen.3

Intro to the readings
◦ Today we had our psalm passage as the ‘Call to worship’. It’s
interesting that sometimes we forget the call to celebrate with
a new song. What new song shall Kensington sing now? What
2
3

John 3: 16-17
Worship Sourcebook N.3.1.1

Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible,4 or click on the name to be taken to an online
version (NRSV).

And this might be where the command from God to love
comes in. But I think there’s a miscommunication, or
mistranslation, going on.
An example of what I’m thinking of comes from the Apostle’s
Creed. When I first learned it we said that Jesus “descended to
hell.” Now “he descended to the dead.” What’s with the change? Hell
conjures up pictures of fire and brimstone with devils torturing
the souls of evil people. This relates to the to a concept/place
called Ghenna, but the Apostle’s Creed is referring to Sheol. This
is a different vision. It’s just the place were the dead go, bad and
good. There’s no judgment. Recent translators feel that saying
‘hell’ is misleading.6
I suspect we have a similar issue with ‘commandments’. We
think of a command as a rule that must be followed to the letter.
What if we’ve got the understanding slightly wrong. What if
when Jesus says, “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my
love” it’s not a threat about following a list of rules or fail to earn
God’s love. What if it’s a description of what it’s like to live
(abide) in God’s love?

John 15: 8-17
Acts 10: 44-48

Sermon: Command: love!

Dear Lord, please bless these words
and the meditations of our hearts.5 Amen.

Love.
How would you describe it?
I suppose to start - it’s a feeling, or a collection of feelings.
There’s the warmth you feel from being in love, or receiving love.
There’s desire to spend time with your love. There can be
confusion early on, but it grows into assurance as you learn to
trust your love. The notion of love as a feeling is all around us; in
the songs we hear, the TV we watch, the books we read, ....
So, what are we supposed to do with Jesus saying, “This is my
commandment, that you love one another”? Can you be commanded
to feel a certain way?
Imagine two squabbling siblings. They are yelling. Perhaps each
trying to pull a doll away from the other by the hair - or perhaps
pulling each other’s hair out. Imagine telling them to, “Stop! You
must love each other.” This might remind them that they should
love, but does telling them make them feel it?
Probably not, but it might get them to stop and try acting like
it anyway.
4
5

There’s lots of rules in the Bible. The most famous collection
is the 10 Commandments. What if we look at them as
descriptions of living in love? Going through them in reverse
order:
• don’t get obsessed with wanting what somebody else has,
because that’s going to build a wall for love
• don’t commit adultery,
because that will hurt people. It’s not what love looks like.
• don’t lie,

If you’d like a new Bible with helpful notes, I recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from
Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963
or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
Psalm 19:14

Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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because that betrays people. It’s not what love looks like.
• don’t steel,
again, betrayal & hurt.... not love
• don’t murder... more hurt and betryal - not love.
• honour your mother and father,
because that is what love looks like.
• take the Sabbath for yourself and others,
because times of work & rest are what love looks like.
• Use the name of God appropriately,
because respect is what love looks like.
• don’t make images of God,
because limiting God to an image is not what love is.
• don’t have anything more important than God,
because that’s just a pale reflection of love.
Does that help? They’re not a list of ten rules to an end, but a
description of what love looks like; a model for how to live love.

When Jesus is asked what the greatest commandment is, the
answer comes from the Older Testament7. Jews call this the
Shema and many have a version on the door of their house. The
reply with Jesus is, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your
mind, and your neighbour as yourself.”8
Again, connecting the commandments to love.
This suggests that love isn’t about a feeling. Yes, there are
feelings with love, but that’s not what it is. It’s about beautiful
relationships.
I’m reminded of Fiddler on the Roof. While I haven’t seen the
movie, we listened to the record a lot while I was growing up.
There’s a song in which the father in the story asks his wife, “Do
you love me?” She reflects that they’ve been working and living
together for 25 years - and now he asks. He reflects back that the
first time they met was their wedding night. They were both shy
and scared. He’d been told by his parents that they would learn to
love each other, and now he’s asking. They decide that yes, they
do love each other. That their love grew out of their actions
together.
So how do we love? How do we keep Christ’s commandment
that we love God and one another?
The Bible has many ideas on how to love God. We can see that
in the 10 Commandments, and in how Jesus lived - and loved.
We covered several ideas on how to love God last week. 9
The same is true for loving others.
Now this can get into the question of who are these others
that we are to love. In response Jesus told the story about
7
8
9

The Ten Commandments - Jen Norton
Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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someone being helped out by the least likely person imaginable.
Basically, we are to love they expected people, and the
unexpected. People we agree with, and those we don’t.
Which isn’t to say we agree and support everything someone
says or does. As a teacher and as a parent I’ve told kids that I care
about them, but that what they did was not appropriate. Which
is like the commandments telling us what is appropriate, loving,
behaviour.
Which leads us to loving like the Commandments suggest - or
taking the short cut and loving as Jesus loves.
Which is pretty tough. Jesus was prepared to give up a regular
life and family to show love. He was prepared to die to show love.
If that seems hard to follow, remember also that God knows you
better than your parents, or teachers, or other lovers - better than
you know yourself. God chose you before you chose God because
God loves you.

Responding to God
♫ Hymn: This is my commandment..............................pg 11 (694)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=G76qx0caWsM

FaithTalk
These are some questions for you to discuss with
somebody... or many somebodies. Do what you feel safe (and
practice stretching a little).
Wonder: How would you describe love?
Memories: Share some moments when you have witnessed
love.
Etching: Share an example of when you experienced love
from someone, and when you experienced love
from God.
Values: If love is the greatest thing, how do we live it? How
could we help our society to live it?
Actions: ...

So love God
and love others.
Love as God commands. Love is about actions. Love is about
relationships. Love others for who they are (children of God), and
love yourself for what makes you valuable (a child of God).
As we heard in the gospel reading, “My Father is glorified by this,
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has
loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.”

Spirit Sighting
This week a member of the congregation was out walking with
a friend, a non-church goer. Suddenly her friend crossed the road
over to a young woman crouched at some bike racks. On joining
them she realized that the young woman we crying and her friend
had noticed and acted - going over to a stranger to see if she could
help. The young woman was able to share how a stranger had just
treated her badly, but felt better at having other strangers show
her love.
This strikes me as a great example of the passages from John
and Acts - showing love for others, and God’s Spirit at work in
and through ‘others’. Where are you seeing love?

In the name of God: Creator, Son & Spirit - Holy and One.
Amen.
Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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Offering

Dear God,
The only way we come close to describing you is through the
Trinity - the way love flows freely between Jesus and the Spirit
and King, who is more like a parent.
May your love flow through us,
renewing us, deepening the life of each Christian
and drawing us into your unending life:

Financially, we have set up a donation option on our
website. Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the
pretty button. It gives you various options that are easy to
follow.
You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is
info@kensingtonchurch.ca.
Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance
(PAR) are also good options.

God of love,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of the Session & for Peter here at
Kensington.
We pray for our political leaders
that they may discern ways to overcome divisions and mistrust
and may reflect your love in every aspect of common life:
God of love,
hear our prayer.
We pray for our families,
our households,
and our communities,
that they may be places that share your love for all creation and
all people:

Prayers of the people
Our prayer today will have pauses for you to insert prayers that
the Holy Spirit is stirring in your heart and mind. Praying these
gratitudes and concerns is an act of love.
Each section will end with:
God of love,
hear our prayer.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church

God of love,
hear our prayer.
There are many places in the world that need your love & healing
We pray for the sick,
the suffering,
and all who in need.
We pray that you you may be know in these situations:
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God of love,
hear our prayer.
Gracious God, your love is more amazing that the best mother or
father, please accept our prayers this day.
By the inner workings of your Spirit, deepen our relationship
with you,
and make us more and more signs of your enduring love.
This we pray through Christ, who lives and works
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.10

♫ Hymn: The clay stained hands of love.....................pg 11 (296)
youtu.be/w36w2keM2iY?t=2611

Benediction
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you.

10 adapted from Worship Sourcebook 4.4.24
Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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