Kensington Presbyterian Church

Keeping the baby
April 18, 2021

Announcements

Welcome, during these times of physical
isolation we are putting out these worship services that you can do
at home.1 This doesn’t mean you have to do them alone. You can
invite those who live with you, or connect with others through the
phone or computer, or even in small groups outside.
If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Book Study: first Wednesday of the month at 7:30
Join Ines Rombeek and others in exploring The Liturgy of the
Ordinary by Tish Harrison Warren. As the title suggests it helps
you find God in all aspects of life. We will be exploring the book
one chapter at a time. If you would like to join in, please contact
Ines.Rombeek@gmail.com or through Rev. Peter.
Prayer Group: will be meeting through Zoom on Wed. at 11:30 a.m.
If you would like to pray at a different time, please contact Peter.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/78266904325?
pwd=dkhMck1ZRXBKTmdvK2VsaHRIOFF1UT09

or phone: 438-809-7799
Meeting ID: 782 6690 4325
Passcode: 7864826
Visiting: The government considers ministers to be essential
workers. If you need a visit, please contact Rev. Peter.
Live Worship: After Montréal is no longer a Red Zone, Session will
reconsider when we feel it is safe to open. If you would like the
Zoom information (or to practice), please contact Peter.

Contacts
Church Office: 514-486-4559..........info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)..........Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Antoinette (families)..............Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca
1

note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.
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an everyday encounter with food and sharing.
You offer a dream of a new way,
and show that it is not all new, but builds on what has passed.
In the peace Your passion for creation is revealed,
as Your love heals the division humanity creates
between one another,
and the world around us.

Approaching God
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Jésus Chris est la lumière du monde.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship
Come trust in the Creator,
who transforms our distress and anger
with silence and searching.

We come to you sorry for the times we have hurt people,
when we have not respected them as your precious creations.
Please help realize all the times this happens. . .

We meet in the light of a new day,
welcoming the Word of God.

We come to you sorry for the times we have hurt parts of this
planet. Please forgive us for the times we realize it, and help us
realize the times we don’t. . .

The Presence of heaven brings peace to this space and time
and may our hearts and minds
catch the vision of the Holy Spirit.2

With Your woundedness
we are made whole.
May your Holy Spirit bring healing
to our relationships with others, ourselves, and the world,
as your Spirit prepares us to be the witnesses
to your continuing dreams in our ever changing times.
Amen.

♫ Hymn: Oh for a thousand tongues to sing.................pg 12 (374)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbiQ17uulKU

Prayer of approach
Stepping into the turmoil of life,
You bring peace.
Risen presence,
Your calm voice chases away the darkness and distress
of doubt and fear,
bringing new light and insight
to life, death, and change.
Gathered with your troubled followers,
You make the extraordinary experience of resurrection
2

Assurance of Pardon
Here the good news
To all who turn from sin in sorrow,
to all who turn to God in hope,
this is God’s Word of grace:
We are accepted, we are forgiven, we are loved.
This gift we have from God.
Thanks be to God.

adapted from Rev MaryAnn Rennie service starters
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Lord’s prayer (feel free to use another version/translation)

through the proclamation of the Easter gospel. Amen.3

Jesus left us a prayer to guide us into a healthier relations with
God and each other. Let us join with Christians around the
world, saying...
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom,
the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever.
Amen.

Intro to the readings
◦ Lectionary taking us on a tour of the Gospels for the
resurrection appearances. Today we’ll hear from the version in
Luke. Like the others, on Easter morning the women find the
empty tomb. They then go and tell the disciples. Meanwhile
two disciples are taking the long walk to Emmaus and are
joined by a stranger who shows them how relavent the
scriptures are. They finally recognize Jesus at the meal. They
rush back to the others and tell them what happened. That’s
when our passage starts.
◦ In the Acts passage Peter & John have just healed a man who
has never walked. His dancing is causing wonder.
◦ The Psalms are a long part of our tradition. At one time that’s
all the Presbyterians sung. It still speaks to us today.

♫ Hymn: Deep in the shadows of the past.....................pg 10 (510)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fBnZ0C8Tj4

Listening to God
Prayer
God of life,
your Spirit raised Jesus from dead.
Your Spirit inspired the prophets and writers of Scripture.
Your Spirit draws us to Christ
and helps us to acknowledge him as Lord.
We ask that you will send your Spirit now
to give us deeper insight, encouragement, faith, and hope

https://intelligentchristianfaith.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/well-used-bible.jpg
3
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startled... but I was a little terrified at times, and amazed at
others. This didn’t just happen one day. Ines and I had known
each other for 3 years. Life without her was hard to imagine, but
marriage was such a big thing... and would I make a good
husband? Thankfully this wasn’t completely out of the blue.
There were previous relationships that had helped me prepare for
this one. There were other examples of marriage, such as my
parents. While I tend to wrestle with things on my own, there
were friends to help me. This would be a change, but it wasn’t all
new.
It’s like that with almost all change... maybe even all change.
There are things from the past as well as the new. Jesus makes a
point of this when he visits the disciples. Yes, he is able to just
appear with them (something new), and he wasn’t dead (which
was definitely a change). He did, however, have his old body.
While it doesn’t say, in showing his hands and feet I suspect he is
showing them the wounds from the crucifixion. He still eats
(apparently broiled fish). Jesus also takes them back to the Bible not what we call the Bible, just the part commonly called the Old
Testament, or Older Testament, or the Hebrew Bible.
Just because Jesus had been resurrected didn’t mean that
everything was new. Yes, there was a change. It was a big one, but
there were still things to guide them.

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own Bible, 4 or
click on the name to be taken to an online version (NRSV).

Luke 24: 36-48
Acts 3: 12-26
Psalm 96

Sermon: Keeping the baby
Dear Lord, please bless these words
and the meditations of our hearts.5 Amen.

I want you to cast your mind back. Let’s go further than preCOVID, but not too far... say, 10 years. It’s still spring time, but
where were you? Did you live in the same house? Were you
working? What did you do for fun? What were you’re challenges?
For me, I was finishing up my second year of seminary in
Vancouver. I was living in residence looking over the water at the
mountains. For fun I played music in the worship services. My
challenges were the end of semester and the idea of getting
married.
I’ve experienced some changes since then. How has your life
changed?
Today’s two Bible stories include some changes. When Jesus
appears with the disciples they are “startled and terrified.” When
Peter & John heal the person who was lame, people crowd
around in astonishment. Surprise, fear, and amazement are all
typical reactions when the world changes on you.
Take the stress I had 10 years ago over getting married. I wasn’t
4
5

Yesterday Peggy turned 98. If you think you’re life’s changed in
the last 10 years, think back to the world of 1923. Let’s take
communication as an example. Since Peggy was born phones
have gone from being local to in your home. The process has
gone from talking to an operator to dialing a number. Now you
can have the phone in your pocket and make a video call from a
park. Imagine if I told somebody that back in 1923? It’s an
unbelievable amount of change, but it is all built on what came

If you’d like a new Bibe with helpful notes, I recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from Renovaré.
ISBN 0061834963 or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
Psalm 19:14
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before. What was normal prepared people for the new.
It’s the same way in churches. I expect when Peggy was young
Sunday was The Sabbath. There would be church school and
worship. Then a family lunch and maybe some calm socializing in
the afternoon. In the evening everyone would return to church.
Not only would there be no work, but there would be no playing.
In 2010, when you moved from the old Sanctuary the organ was
on thing left behind. I’m sure there are people who miss it.
Curiously, I’ve worked in a congregation where the first organ
installed was too much change, and a group went in, removed it,
and dumped it on the street. It’s curious how feelings change.
Every time is a time of change. The changes and future
brought on by COVID can feel harder. I’ve heard it said that
COVID has rushed 20 years of change onto the church - and it
can feel like we’ve been at this 20 years... until we think back to
what we were like 10 years ago.
It’s also important to remember that the changes now and to
come aren’t all new. Jesus showed the disciples he was a
combination of new and what was before. He grounded them in
realities like eating, in their traditions - such as looking to the
Bible.

start of worship. It symbolizes the belief that we come to God and
God gives us light. I say the words in French and English because
we are in Québec. We stay and chat after the service because we
believe that community is valuable and talking with each other is
an important part of that. We have a prayer group that meets
because we believe that prayer is important both individually and
‘where two or three are gathered.’
Then there’s our Presbyterian traditions: such as Biblical
learning and doing things in ‘decently and in good order’.
Presbyterians have valued education, both Bible studies and
otherwise. Presbyterians have valued involvement in politics, even
providing three Prime Ministers of Canada.6 There’s been
adaptions (changes) to some Presbyterian traditions. We now sing
more than just the psalms because we believe the Holy Spirit
continues to inspire
people. Session no
longer judges people
before communion
because we now
emphasize that it is
the Lord’s table, not ours. We also typically use individual cups
instead of a common one, and we all share the bread - changes
that have happened over the centuries that we have gotten used
to. (photo of typical communion token that would allow you to
participate.)
And communion is a tradition we share with most Christians.
This is important at Kensington because we do not all have
Presbyterian backgrounds. Part of our identity is a diversity of
transitions.

What are our traditions?
Perhaps before we do that, what is a tradition. In this case, it’s
when beliefs lead to a pattern of behaviour. This is different than
a custom, which is a repeated action. At the moment, for me, the
Bazaar feels like a custom that we do. It’s a big thing, but
happening more because we do it than out of our beliefs or
identity.
What are our traditions?
Some at Kensington include the lighting of the candle the
Rev. Peter Rombeek
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how to define ourselves. Who are we? We came up with this
statement: We are a Christian community committed to growing in
faith and sharing God’s gifts of love, hope, and healing.

The roots of people at Kensington come from a variety of
cultures. Would we like to celebrate this more? Is this a way to
engage the community - perhaps partnering with Bienvenue à
NDG? or maybe people who know recipes from different cultures
provide a cooking lesson? There’s a lot of ministry that goes on in
kitchens and sharing meals.
Music is something else that is part of our identity. How will it
change as we get back together? What can we dream it as being?
How can it share “God’s gifts of love, hope and healing”? Could it be
about more than just us? Do we take our music out to the
Senior’s homes, or even onto the street? Can we invite others in
to join us? perhaps offering lessons to children who can’t afford
it, or free community choir, or orchestra, or big band?
One of the things about those growing churches in the book,
they weren’t focused on growing. They were focused on God,
drawing strength from their roots, taking time to be nourished by
the Spirit, taping into their passions, and sharing.

The talk of identity is important. Last week I came across the
idea that the reason the very early Christians could live such an
idyllic life in which everybody shared and nobody had needs was
because they had a sense of identity. This week I re-entered a
book about mainline churches, like us, who are bucking the trend
and are growing.7 Diana Butler Bass did years of research in these
congregations. When she tries to summarize what she saw, it
included congregations with a sense of identity. They are also
connected with their traditions... in ways that people could relate
to. Sometimes they were fancy, sometimes casual, usually
spiritual. They spent time together learning and praying, and they
served their community somehow.
It sounds like a lot, but we do much of that already. I wonder
how it will change in the future?

The only thing that’s not changing is that the world is
changing. Change isn’t new, and neither is God’s presence in it.
One of the lessons of the resurrection is that Jesus is leading us
into a new way... that includes what came before. We are not lost
in change. We are not alone.
As Peggy told me of this week, “He is always there.” Jesus is
always there with God working through the Holy Spirit to bring
about the Kingdom.
To God be the glory
Amen.
7

Christianity for the Rest of Us by Diana Butler Bass 2006.
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Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website.
Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the pretty
button. It gives you various options that are easy to follow.
You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is
info@kensingtonchurch.ca.
Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance
(PAR) are also good options.

Responding to God
FaithTalk
These are some questions for you to discuss with somebody... or
many somebodies. Do what you feel safe (and practice
stretching a little).
Values: Share some examples of what you value about
Kensington?
Memories: Share some memories stories linked to Kensington.
Etching: Ponder what has helped your faith grow.
Wonder: Dream about what the future could look like. Don’t
worry about holding each other to ‘reality’, God can
change that.
Actions: Share your memories, faith, hopes & dreams.

Spirit Sighting
This week I asked Roberta McLaren what she finds meaningful
about Kensington. As you heard in the sermon, I was thinking
about traditions and identity, and she kinda answered that way.
Roberta shared a couple of aspects of Kensington that are
really meaningful for her. On is that the, as she put it, “the
congregation never gives up on the church.” The longer part of
her answer were the people. All those who where around her in
Sunday School and as an adult. The various ways all these people
helped with the Sunday School, or keeping track of the history,
or the budget, or the choir, or... “the list goes on & on & on &
on.” It makes her sad to say goodbye as people like Lesley and Mr.
Harris have passed on. But, as she says, change always happens.
Roberta is seeing God at work through all the ways these
people have helped over the years, and the identity not to give up.
Abrahams seed for web - Grace Carol Bomer
Rev. Peter Rombeek
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Prayers of the people

the amazing diversity and complexity of it;
from dainty blue flowers in the grass
to the complex web of life.
And we pray for it’s health.
That we can change our ways individually and globally
to look after it better. . .

Risen Christ,
We celebrate your presence
and ability to approach us even when we are too wrapped in
our issues to notice you.
Please open our eyes to the blessings we have,
and the places that need your hope.

One of the blessings we have is our health care system. We thank
you that it is there when we need it, and we pray for those who
do. Whether it’s with major diseases like cancer, or smaller
issues that still need attention. . .
and we pray for all those that support this system...
We give thanks for the various vaccines,
and all those working to change the world from COVID
domination to a new version of itself.

We thank you for Kensington;
for the building we have
that we can share to support others.
for the facilities that you have given to help share
your gifts of love, hope and healing.
but especially we are thankful for the people. . .
for those brought here by change,
and for those who have been changing together for a long time
for the collection of skills and talents your spirit has collected,
but more than that, for the people.
for the way we all reflect aspects of you
and your love, hope and healing. . .
For those who need your gift’s of love, or hope, or healing,
please let them find you... perhaps through us.

And Jesus, we thank you for change.
We thank you that you didn’t stay dead,
but are alive now - and actively working on our behalf.
While change can be hard,
we thank you that everything isn’t stagnant.
We thank you that we have you in our past,
preparing us for the now,
and that you are in our future,
preparing it for us.

We thank you for the other blessings we have in this world;
whether it’s neighbours, a home, or food in the pantry.
and we pray for those who struggle with these basics. . .
...and other basics such as freedom from discrimination
and security in their parks and streets. . .
Help us to see our blessings,
and to be a blessing to others.

As it says in the psalm,
we join with all the earth,
and sing to the Lord a new song
or the wonderful things we have seen.
Amen.

We thank you for the blessings of this planet;
Rev. Peter Rombeek
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♫ Hymn: Standing at the portal....................................pg 11 (811)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFrvkn6gsts

Benediction
Now to the one who by the power at work within us
is able to accomplish abundantly far more
than all we can ask or imagine,
to God be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever.8
Amen.

8

Ephesians 3: 20-21
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