Kensington Presbyterian Church

Approaching God

The uncomfortable presence

Lighting of the Christ Candle

March 28, 2021

Jésus Chris est la lumière du monde.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Welcome, during these times of physical
isolation we are putting out these worship services that you can do
at home.1 This doesn’t mean you have to do them alone. You can
invite those who live with you, or connect with others through the
phone or computer, or even in small groups outside.
If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Call to worship (which is from the PWS&D (Presbyterian
World Service and Development) and is being used by
congregations across Canada)

L: Onward and ever closer,
we move toward Jerusalem.
P: We are pilgrims on a journey.
We are travelers on the road.

Announcements
Rev. Peter will be away today and next week. As a result...
Clara Maranzano will be leading worship again.
Communion: will be delayed a week to March 14th.
Prayer Group: as a group, we’ll take a break until March 10th.
Pastoral Care: If you need pastoral care, please contact your
elder or the church office.
Live Worship: After Montréal is no longer a Red Zone, Session will
reconsider when we feel it is safe to open. If you would like the
Zoom information, please contact Peter.

L: In ancient times, pilgrims sang songs as they walked to
Jerusalem. Being in God’s care,
covenant and presence is a blessing.
P: We are pilgrims on a journey.
We are travelers on the road.
L: Ancient psalms of an ancient people rise in a prayerful hymn
to the Lord and redeemer of all life and creation.
P: We are pilgrims on a journey.
We are travelers on the road.

Contacts

L: Let us pray.
All: God of all creation, hear the songs of praise, of lament
and of hope that we sing on the journey.
Liberate us from fear and cynicism so that we may be
caught up in the rhythm of creation and live in tune with

Church Office: 514-486-4559..........info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)..........Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Antoinette (families)..............Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca
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note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.
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Lord’s prayer (feel free to use another version/translation)

your love and hope.
In the name of Jesus we pray,
Amen.

Jesus left us a prayer to guide us into a healthier relations with
God and each other. Let us join with Christians around the
world, saying...
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom,
the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever.
Amen.

♫ Hymn: Creating God, your fingers trace......................pg 7 (288)
Prayer of Adoration and Confession
Almighty God,
you have set the whirling cosmos in motion
and called all creatures into being.
All that exists speaks of your majesty,
yet no detail misses your care and attention.
You know each of us by name,
and make yourself known to those who seek you.
Your wisdom delights the human heart and purifies the soul.
We gather to enjoy your presence with us,
and to listen for your Word for our times and our lives.
Merciful God, your presence in Christ fills us with joy and hope.
In him you teach us how to love you and each other,
writing your law in our hearts.
Yet we confess that we often disconnect our hearts from you.
We know what to do, but we choose our own path, instead of
following you.
Forgive us, we pray.
Help us to fully accept your presence in our lives,
however uncomfortable or challenging it may be sometimes.
Grant us the grace to experience your unconditional love and
share it with everyone in our midst. Amen.

Hymn: God’s law is perfect................................................pg 9 (9)

Listening to God
Prayer2
Holy God,
you revealed to the disciples
the everlasting glory of Jesus Christ.
Grant us, who have not seen and yet believe,
the gift of your Holy Spirit,
that we may boldly live the gospel
and shine with your transforming glory

Assurance of Pardon
Rejoice, brothers and sisters, for our Lord is gracious, slow in
anger and abounding in love, and in Him we are forgiven.
Amen.
Clara Maranzano
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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as people changed and changing
through the redeeming presence of our Savior.
Amen.

establishment of his time. From that day, at the beginning of his
ministry in Nazareth, when after reading a passage taken from the
prophet Isaiah he declares that the Scriptures have been fulfilled,
and the men who know them as Joseph’s son react violently
against him, and even try to stone him, until the events that
Mark, Matthew, and Luke place during Jesus’ last week in
Jerusalem, when he goes to the Temple, like any Jew would do for
the Feast of Passover, and not only does he drive out the sellers
and overturn the tables of the money changers, but he also
teaches. He teaches with such an authority and profound wisdom
that every word he says is a challenge for the chief priests, the
scribes, and the elders, again, those who embody the religious
institution. And this growing tension, as we know, will escalate to
the point of triggering the dramatic events that will lead Jesus to
the cross.
The cleansing of the Temple has been described as a moment
of “righteous anger” an emotion that is not stranger to the
biblical prophets. Indeed, we may be used to considering a
prophet as someone who makes a prediction, who tells the future.
But great theologians, like Walter Brueggemann, explain that in
essence a prophet is a child of his own tradition who is able to
criticize it and, at the same time, to energize the people of that
same tradition in a way that reconnects them with the God of
freedom, compassion, and justice who is the God of the Bible.
So, yes, prophets may often sound angry at the social injustices
they perceive in their midst because they remember. They
remember what kind of God the people of Israel have and what
are the essentials of a good life under the wings of that God.
They remember the Law that God has entrusted his people with
and how those precepts, those guidelines for a godly life should
be kept in their hearts and direct their life together.
We heard some of that in our reading of Jeremiah today. The

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible, or click on the name to be taken to an online
version (NRSV).
Jeremiah 7:1-11
John 2:13-22

Sermon: The uncomfortable presence
Dear Lord, please bless these words
and the meditations of our hearts.3 Amen.

John 2:13-22
I have a confession to make. When preparing a Sunday service,
one of the most challenging aspects for me is to choose the
hymns. I am not as familiar with the hymns as many of you are,
so it takes time for me to figure out which songs may be
meaningfully connected with a certain passage of Scripture. That
is why I usually work with the Book of Praise. At the end of this
book you find several suggestions for the readings of each Sunday.
Imagine, then, my surprise when I found out that there is no
suggestion at all for John’s text today. What we know as “the
cleansing of the Temple” just does not have a hymn attached to it.
I found this very intriguing, so I checked the same passage for the
other gospels, because all of the evangelists mention Jesus’
outburst in the Temple but guess what, no hymns suggested there
either. Almost as if these verses did not exist in the lectionary.
Jesus in the Temple is an uncomfortable presence. I mean, in
the gospels, we find him often challenging the religious
3

Psalm 19:14
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prophet who lived in Jerusalem in the times of the first
destruction of the temple and the exile of a great portion of the
Jewish people in Babylon, centuries before the birth of Christ.
And for sure, Jesus had in mind some of Jeremiah’s words the day
he cleansed the temple, according to Mark, Matthew, and Luke.
None of us, I guess, is immune to that “righteous anger” when
we come in the face of social injustice, corrupted systems, and
ways of life that foster inequity. The church as an institution has
led the way in many countries to denounce those collective evils,
and to work for fairer societies. It is part of our prophetic role,
indeed.
However today our text comes from the gospel of John who
gives us a slightly different focus, I believe.
As you may already know, John is the only one who places this
event at the beginning of the gospel. In fact, in John, Jesus seems
to visit Jerusalem more than once. So here we have Jesus entering
the temple, making a whip of cords, and driving out sheep, cattle,
money changers, and sellers. All, out.
Now, we know that these were lawful activities in the Temple.
People needed to buy these animals to offer sacrifice to God
during the Passover. Pilgrims were coming from far away and they
would not be able to bring their own lamb to Jerusalem. In a way,
John is telling us that the problem itself was not the “business”
that took place in the Temple, but the fact that the Lord being
there, they did not stop such activities. Indeed, in the prophetic
tradition, a text by Zechariah explains that on the day the Lord
comes to Jerusalem, a day when every wrong would be made right
by Him, on that day, every trade would stop at the temple. For
John, you see, it is crucial from the very beginning to make clear
that Jesus is the Lord, and he has authority over all things. Jesus
is coming to his Father’s house, not to the Temple like any other
mortal, for he is not like any other mortal, he is the Christ.
Clara Maranzano
for Kensington Presbyterian Church

Of course, as we read, the Jewish religious authorities -what
John calls simply the Jews-, those who belong to the Jewish
religious establishment, well versed in the Scriptures supposedly,
asks Jesus for a sign, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” in
other words, show us your credentials Jesus lest we consider you a
complete fool, or a mad man, or worse even, a blasphemer. And
of course, Jesus’ answer makes no sense to them. Indeed, it does
not make sense to anyone until his disciples stand in the presence
of the risen Christ.
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”
As it is usually the case, between Jesus and the religious
establishment there is a gap, a persistent misunderstanding,
almost as if they were not speaking the same language. The chief
priests, the scribes, and the elders are talking about the stones
that make up the magnificent building of Jerusalem Temple that
has at its center a sacred chamber, the Holy of Holies, where God
himself is supposed to reside.
Jesus, as John tells us, is talking about his body and his
resurrection.
Do you see what John is doing here? There is a shift of the
divine place, the place where God’s presence dwells, the Holy of
Holies. From now on, God’s presence will not be to be found in a
building, as sacred as this may be, but in Jesus Christ himself, so
that all who follow him may be able to worship God in spirit and
truth, just as he tells the Samaritan woman by the well a couple
of chapters later.
A couple of months ago, a woman of faith from a different
denomination told me that when the whole pandemic crisis
started she had thought that her prayer group would dissolve.
Her tradition implies that they need to gather twice a day, every
day, in the morning and evening, to pray together, following a
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certain order of prayer. This woman is a professor of Old
Testament literature, a brilliant lady, but somehow, she feared
that since they were not able to meet in person, the prayer group
would disband. Now, to her amazement, none of this happened.
It took them a little while but they finally organized a daily
routine on Zoom, pretty much as we are doing things today, and
they continue to pray together following their traditional routine.
They are not together, but they are together.
We may not be sharing the building, but we are sharing in
Christ’s Spirit. And this Holy Spirit does not depend on our
being physically together, nor does she depend on the building
we are in together. As John will explain in the next chapter of his
gospel, like the wind, the Spirit blows where it chooses. And we
may add, the Spirit knows not stone walls, nor roaming viruses,
nor extreme constraining measures, nor distances long enough to
stop her.
My brothers and sisters in Christ, I believe this is very good
news. We may not realize it yet, just like the disciples in the
Temple did not understand what Jesus was talking about when he
referred to his resurrection after three days in the tomb. We may
realize it later. But as Christians, we can trust the work of the
Spirit. We have seen God at work in Jesus. We have been, and we
will be again at the cross on Good Friday; and we have been, and
will be again, at the empty tomb on Easter morning.
Jesus was an uncomfortable presence in the Temple,
challenging the religious establishment, confronting them with
their own contradictions, their own hypocrisy, and shedding light
on their own blind spots. Perhaps, the Spirit is also an
uncomfortable presence in our own religious institutions, at least
from time to time, making herself hear in the words of the most
critical members. But in this Lent season, the second one that we
live in lockdown, let us be reminded, by God’s grace, that the
Clara Maranzano
for Kensington Presbyterian Church

Spirit is at work in the Temple, cleansing, restoring, giving us
profound insights and challenging experiences so that we may
later marvel at how God is making, in Christ, once again, all
things new. All things new, even our church.
Amen.

Responding to God
♫ Anthem:
Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website.
Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the pretty
button. It gives you various options that are easy to follow.
You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is
info@kensingtonchurch.ca.
Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance
(PAR) are also good options.

Prayers of the people4
Loving God, to you we lift up our hearts in gratitude and also
offer our deepest concerns.
We give you thanks for the promise of spring, the promise of
a renewed nature in the perfect cycle of life that you gave
your creation. And we pray for all those who work in
thought and action to protect your creation and raise
awareness about climate change. Give us the courage and
the decision to turn systems that exploit the earth into ways
of living that respect our planet and the diversity of its life.
4
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We give you thanks for the promise of your presence among
us, wherever we may be, gathered in person or virtually.
Help us to be receptive to the work of your Spirit as she
moves and transforms our communities, in particular
during these times of uncertainty and physical distancing.
We lift up to you those communities of faith who are
struggling to go on. Inspire us to help them, in any way we
can.
We give you thanks, Lord, for the promise of a life that does
not end on the cross; our life in Christ, that empowers us to
trust You beyond all that this world can throw at us: turmoil,
disease, anxiety. Keep us in the awareness of your love and
might, that in trusting you, we may welcome your
uncomfortable presence when you challenge us to new
growth and understanding in our daily lives and in the
church.
Now in the silence of our hearts we hold up to you our
personal concerns…
All this we pray in Jesus Christ’s name, our Lord.
Amen.

♫ Hymn: May the God of hope go with us every day........pg 8 (726)
Benediction
May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ
Shine in our hearts, transform our lives,
and brighten the world.
And the blessing of God almighty,
rest upon you always.
Amen.
Clara Maranzano
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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