Kensington Presbyterian Church

What do you see?
February 21, 2021
Welcome, during these times of physical
isolation we are putting out these worship services that you can do
at home.1 This doesn’t mean you have to do them alone. You can
invite those who live with you, or connect with others through the
phone or computer, or even in small groups outside.
If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Announcements
Lent with the Moderator: Leaning into the Promises of God
Sunday, February 21 from 4-5 p.m. for a shared time reflecting on
Bible passages for Lent or our current challenges. Register here:
https://presbyterian.ca/2021/02/01/lent-with-the-moderator/
Lent Activities: If you are interested in other opportunities for Lent,
please check out last week’s bulletin.
Rev. Peter will be away for the next two week on Study Leave, and
then vacation (child care) during March break. As a result...
Clara Maranzano will be leading worship again.
Communion: will be delayed a week to March 14th.
Prayer Group: as a group, we’ll take a break until March 10th.
Pastoral Care: If you need pastoral care, please contact your
elder or the church office.
Live Worship: After Montréal is no longer a Red Zone, Session will
reconsider when we feel it is safe to open. If you would like the
Zoom information, please contact Peter.
1

Transfiguration of Jesus - C Monsma

Contacts
Church Office: 514-486-4559..........info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)..........Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Antoinette (families)..............Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca

note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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knowing you will guide
and provide for us.
In the name of Jesus we pray,
Amen.

Approaching God
Lighting of the Christ Candle

♫ Hymn: Follow me, the Master said.......................................pg 9

Jésus Chris est la lumière du monde.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDc5SJoX-DQ

Prayer of Confession

Call to worship (which is from the PWS&D (Presbyterian

Amazing God,
as we gather with you we admit that sometimes we don’t get it.
We speak when we should listen,
and are quiet when we should speak.
We act when we should be still,
and are still when we should act.
There are even times when we want to take you aside
and tell you that what you indent is too demanding.
Please forgive us for the pain that we cause
and the suffering we allow. . .
Amen.

World Service and Development) and is being used by
congregations across Canada)

Lent is a journey with Jesus toward Jerusalem,
toward the cross, toward resurrection and new life.
We will be transformed and blessed on this journey.
We are pilgrims on a journey.
We are travelers on the road.
We undertake the journey knowing we will not remain the same.
We are pilgrims on a journey.
We are travelers on the road.
The journey will take time.
We will feel the strain in our bodies and in our souls,
yet love will urge us onward.
We are pilgrims on a journey.
We are travellers on the road.

Assurance of Pardon
Here the good news as shared by Paul to the Corinthians - & us
Now the Lord is the Spirit,
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
And all of us, with unveiled faces,
seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror,
are being transformed into the same image
from one degree of glory to another,
for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and transformed!
Praise be to God!2

Let us start the journey with prayer:
God of all times and places,
as we begin the pilgrimage
from life to death to new life,
you will surprise us
and nurture us.
We put our trust in you,
2
Rev. Peter Rombeek
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Lord’s prayer (feel free to use another version/translation)

and shine with your transforming glory
as people changed and changing
through the redeeming presence of our Savior.
Amen.

Jesus left us a prayer to guide us into a healthier relations with
God and each other. Let us join with Christians around the
world, saying...
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom,
the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever.
Amen.

Transfiguration from Jesus MAFA

Hymn: You Lord, are both lamb and shepherd........................pg 10

Intro to the readings

youtu.be/2UINblPzMYo?t=3503

◦ Today’s passage from Mark is a big jump. We go from the
beginning right to the middle. There’s a reason for this... it
marks a big turning point in the book. So far Jesus has been
going around teaching and healing. After this the journey
focused on Jerusalem and what will happen there.
◦ The psalm paints us a picture - I invite you to imagine being
there.

Listening to God
Prayer3
Holy God,
you revealed to the disciples
the everlasting glory of Jesus Christ.
Grant us, who have not seen and yet believe,
the gift of your Holy Spirit,
that we may boldly live the gospel
3

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible, or click on the name to be taken to an online
version (NRSV).

Psalm 50: 1-6
Mark 8:27 to 9:9

Worship Sourcebook H.3.1.1
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Sermon: What do you see?

Perhaps for you Jesus is...
• a leader to provide a set of rules
or to sort out when something unjust happens,
like a king;
• the ‘go to’ person when help is needed,
like a servant;
• to tell the word of God,
or provide a vision for how to live right with God,
like a prophet;
• somebody who loves you,
like a parent or a lover.

Dear Lord, please bless these words
and the meditations of our hearts.4 Amen.

Our gospel passage starts with Jesus asking the disciples, “Who
do people say that I am? ...who do you say that I am?”
This is an important question in Mark - and Peter answers
with flying colours. “You are the Christ.” Now, you and I know that
this should be the answer, but he is the first in the gospel to
identify Jesus as the Messiah.5 But what does this mean? What
does he see in Jesus?
What do you see in Jesus?

4
5

Are you not sure which to pick? That’s okay. A great thing
about this passage is that all of those ideas are in it.
When God’s voice says, “You are my son” it might be referring
to Psalm 2:7 where the Lord says, “You are my son” while talking
about establishing a King. Of course, you don’t need to make
connections like that. When God says “You are my son” that
makes the person heir to the throne of the King of kings. Kings
are the ultimate judge and preserver of justice.
The idea of the Law is even stronger in the passage. Moses
received the 10 Commandments and taught the Israelites how to
live in response to God’s love. Moses’ presence shows this side of
Jesus.
Then there’s an idea from the other end of the palace
hierarchy - that of the servant. While it’s not in the version in
Mark, in the Gospel According to Matthew God also says, “with
him I am well pleased.” This could be a reference to Isaiah 42:1
where God says, “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, with
whom I am well pleased; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring

Psalm 19:14
Christ is in Greek, Messiah in Hebrew

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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If this sounds like too much to hold in your head at once - it
is. God is too vast for us to know all there is about God. Not only
is this okay, but it means that God will be there no matter what.
It also means that sometimes you may not have a clear vision of
Jesus, or you might be disturbed by what God is asking.
You’re not alone.
This happened to Peter too... right after his realization that
Jesus was the Messiah. Jesus starts to talk about how the leaders
of the people are going to resent his vision so much that he will
be killed. This is not Peter’s idea of the Messiah. Either he’s
afraid, or he’s unclear of what the Messiah is. Either way, Jesus
treats him like he’s possessed by a demon.

forth justice to the nations.” Of course, there are stronger examples
of Jesus being a servant in other passages, but this could be a
reference to our King being a servant - somebody who humbly
helps us with our needs... often without being asked, thanked, or
even noticed.
Then there’s the presence of Elijah, probably the most
legendary prophet of old. Elijah shows the prophet part of Jesus the one who delivers the word of God so that we can have a
vision of the Kingdom of God.
And then there’s those two words in the middle of God’s
declaration, “the Beloved.” Because it comes right after “my Son”
we tend to think loved like a parent loves a child. This certainly
matches the many times Jesus calls God ‘Abba’ or Father; but after
our time in Song of Songs last week where the two lovers are
constantly talking about their ‘beloved’... well, it reminds me of
who much God is passionate about us. This is, perhaps, an
appropriate reminder at the beginning of Lent that we are
journeying to Jesus’ crucifixion, also known as ‘The Passion’.
I also find that meeting Moses and Elijah on a mountain
reminds me of when they previously met God on a mountain:
Moses in earthquakes and Elijah is silence. This reminds us that
you might meet Jesus in big powerful earthshaking moments, or
in stillness.

Transfiguration -Jaison Cianelli

What do you see in Jesus?
I don’t know if you picked one of those, or something else,
but they are there. It’s most likely that you see different parts of
this Jesus picture depending on where you are in life at the time.
When you are feeling vulnerable, Jesus loves you. When you
notice something that isn’t fair, Jesus is King. When you are
trying to figure out what to do, Jesus is the Prophet.
Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church

Six days later, Peter has a mountaintop experience.
I’m sure you’ve had them. An occasion when something
amazing happened. The rest of the world paused, and turned on
that moment. How do you respond?
A small example might be after a series of gloomy days the sun
breaks out from behind clouds. It is glorious. You want the
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moment to last. If you imagine yourself walking down by the river
then you might be tempted to buy a house there. Except life
doesn’t work that way. Even if you stayed there, the world keeps
spinning and the sun would move and disappear. It’ll be back,
but things will have changed. This sounds a bit depressing, but
only if you resist the journey.
Peter has a glimpse of the glory of God and he wants to stay in
it... except life doesn’t work that way. It is a mountain-top
experience. The world both stood still and changed in the
moment. The direction of Jesus’ journey is now to Jerusalem,
where he will experience great suffering and rejection. Again, not
what Peter had in mind.

Responding to God
♫ Anthem: Cast Your Burden on the Lord"...................Sally DeFordt
soundcloud.com/sally-deford-music/cast-your-burden-on-the-lord-2

FaithTalk
These are some questions for you to discuss with somebody... or
many somebodies. Do what you feel safe (and practice
stretching a little).
Memories: What’s the earliest impression/story you have of
Jesus? (maybe from Sunday School, a bedtime
prayer, a song, ...)
Wonder: What would it have been like to meet Jesus?
What would you say to him?
Values: Which aspect of Jesus is most important to you at
the moment? Explain why you are relating to that?
Which aspect do you least relate to? What might
you be missing out on?
Actions: Show/explain Jesus with just your body.
Actions: Draw/paint/dance/cook/play the transfiguration
experience (Mark 9: 2-9).

It’s ‘interesting’ getting to know someone. Remember getting
to know a new colleague or neighbour - although a better
example is having a new love. It doesn’t matter if this is one of
those pre-teen loves with an actor or musician in a magazine, or
one with a person later. You see beauty in them, and more.
Perhaps they inspire you or make you feel special. As you spend
more time together you see more about them: what makes them
angry; what makes them laugh, or cry. Different skills and talents
they have. Different ways they respond to you and you respond to
them. You discover what a complex person they are.
Jesus is like that, and more. In today’s passage we have
references to Jesus as servant and King, judge and visionary, law
giver and lover - and the last one is key. It’s what links all the
aspects of Jesus, of God, together.
Love.

Spirit Sighting
Along with our call to worship and opening prayer,
Presbyterian World Service & Development (PWS&D) is
providing us with stories of God’s Spirit working through people.
Please see more on page 9.

Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website.
Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the pretty
button. It gives you various options that are easy to follow.

and to God be all the glory.
Amen.
Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is
info@kensingtonchurch.ca.
Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance
(PAR) are also good options.

One of the ways you helped people in the Bible, and now, is
through healing.
We pray for those whose bodies, minds or souls
need healing and peace. . .

Prayers of the people

As our Prophet,
you give us a vision of what the world can be like.
We thank you for the relationships that are caring
and supportive;
for the ways that we can live our gifts
and use them to help others experience their gifts.
We pray for those who don’t experience the joy
that can be found in you;
who are trapped by their desires of boxed in by another.
We pray that your vision will come.

Jesus,
We thank you that you are so much for us.
As our King,
we thank you for the justice that we experience.
The say we have in our lives;
that society recognizes we have rights
and helps to protect them.
and we pray for those who with various forms of injustice
whether as a society in Myanmar,
or racism here in Montréal.
We pray that your Kingdom will come.

Often those in power resist changes to the world.
Jesus, help us to take up our cross and risk society’s attacks
as we help bring about your vision of a peaceable
kingdom for all.
Let us not confuse this with suffering because we are being
taken advantage of or due to abuse

As our servant,
we thank you for the way you are there for use
whether we ask you or not,
whether we thank you or not,
whether we see you or not.
We thank you for the ways that you help us
that we never notice.
Jesus, there are many people who need you.
We pray that they may experience your presence in their lives
as they try to put food on the table,
or pay the bills,
or get along with others,
or . . .
Rev. Peter Rombeek
for Kensington Presbyterian Church

As the Beloved,
we thank you that you are love.
That your justice, service & vision are all about your love for
all people... for all of creation.
May your love fill us up to overflowing,
so that everyone around us may feel it
and want to know you more.
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We leave these prayers with you Jesus,
knowing that you are protecting us from the worst.
Amen.

♫ Hymn: Lord, the light of your love is shining..............pg 11
www.youtube.com/watch?v=9nUOfxqPXQ

Benediction
May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ
Shine in our hearts, transform our lives,
and brighten the world.
And the blessing of God almighty,
rest upon you always.
Amen.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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