Kensington Presbyterian Church

Christmas Eve
December 25, 2020
Welcome, during these times of physical
isolation we are putting out these worship services that you can do
at home.1 This doesn’t mean you have to do them alone. You can
invite those who live with you, or connect with others through the
phone or computer, or even in small groups outside.
Please continue to check out the website
https://kensingtonchurch.ca/
or facebook https://www.facebook.com/KensingtonChurchNDG/

If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Announcements
Visiting: The government considers ministers to be essential workers. If
you need a visit, please contact Rev. Peter.

Prayer Group: will be meeting through Zoom on Wed. at 11:30 a.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/78266904325?
pwd=dkhMck1ZRXBKTmdvK2VsaHRIOFF1UT09

or phone: 438-809-7799
Meeting ID: 782 6690 4325
Passcode: 7864826
Book Club: Discussion of The Fault in our stars on Dec 30.
Presbyterian Connection: newspapers are available.
Re-opening the Church: Session will consider when to reopen the
building after Montréal is no longer a ‘red zone’. In the mean
time, we are continuing to improve our facilities.
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Contacts
Church Office: 514-486-4559..............info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor).................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Antoinette (families).....................Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca

note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.
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♫ Hymn: On Christmas night all Christians Sing ......................pg 7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-TZ76wONPs

Approaching God

Prayer of Confession

note: you should have four candles already lit (hope, peace, joy, love)

Call to worship

Generous God,
you give us the greatest gift of all, yourself,
but often we find it hard to take notice;
we are caught up with our own gifts, given and received.
Forgive us, generous God,
for the casual way we treat your gift of love.
Cast out our sin and enter in,
be born in us today.
Amen.
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Behold, I bring you good news of great joy;
for to you is born in the city of David
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord!
Jesus has arrived in grace and mystery,
renewing faded hopes
and announcing peace to a weary world.
Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom God favours!
Jesus comes among us in power and glory, inspiring joy
and calling us to lives that are full of God’s love.
Jesus, the light of the world, is born.
Let Christ’s light shine
in the darkest corners of our lives.
Let Christ’s light shine
in the darkest corners of our world.
God is with us.

Assurance of Pardon
Know these words from Matthew 1: 21
She will give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.

lighting the Christ candle
Prayer of Adoration3
God of grace and glory,
as we celebrate this Christmas,
transform our hearts and our lives
so that your Good News is not an old story
but a fresh truth lived out every day
through the power of Jesus Christ. Amen.
2
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Shepherds - Seeing

provided by Presbyterian World Service & Development
provided by Presbyterian World Service & Development
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Lord’s Prayer (feel free to use another version/translation)

Intro to the readings

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Where going to hear the Christmas story from two different
point of view. The first is from the Gospel According to Luke.
Look tells us of the night watch shepherds, who were pretty small
in society of that time.
Them we’ll hear from an even smaller source. In order to
respect the livelihood of the writer/publisher of the script, we are
respecting the copyright and not reprinting it here. We hope to
have a video posted on our new YouTube site.
www.youtube.com/channel/UC_EPsf2FuWoeen7j1iGcz_w

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible, or click on the name to be taken to an online version.

Luke 2: 1-20

Pageant

♫ Hymn: Angels we have heard on high #1, 4........................pg 8

The pageant is about Michelle Mouse, who notices a bright light
and hears glorious singing over the hill. She is curious and
investigates. The Owl tells her about the special baby born.
Michelle goes to see, and meets a variety of animals also going.
They refuse to let Michelle go in with them though because
she hasn’t brought a gift. In the end Michelle climbs up the
wall to crawl in through a hole... only to get stuck in it. Mary
& Joseph look and and express their gratitude that she has
blocked the chill breeze from the baby.
In the end Michelle feels good about the visit. She ends by
responding to the owl that, “I gave him me for as long as he
needed me.”

www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJZCR30TN_Y

Listening to God
Prayer
Mighty God,
the shepherds of old were full of your praises,
saying that all they had heard and seen
was like what they had been told.
May we hear your Holy Spirit
moving among us now
helping us to hear your message
as we look for you in our lives.
Amen.4
4

♫ hymns within the pageant:

Hark the Herald..............................................................pg 9
Good Christians all rejoice .............................................pg 7
In the bleak mid-winter..................................................pg 10

inspired by Worship Sourcebook E.3.1.1
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Reflection: Gift giving
Dear Lord, please bless these words
and the meditations of our hearts.5 Amen.

Our pageant has people, if you like, gathering to bring gifts at
a birthday. While the people aren’t normally sheep and cows,
giving birthday gifts is normal (unless you’re a hobbit, in which
case the host gives the gifts).
There’s a new baby born in the stable and the animals bring
gifts. This is good - right?
Sure. It’s not giving of the gifts that the issue here.
It’s also not what’s being given. We all have God given gifts,
like sheep have wool and hens have eggs. Some of us are good at
accounting, or organizing, or sowing masks, or writing, or
curiosity, or getting fired up about injustice, or being a friend.
These are all great gifts we can bring to Jesus.
The issue is more the nature of the giving. The sheep, cow, etc
give out of their abundance. It’s not a big deal to them - although
they make a big deal out of it. It feels as though the gifts are
actually more about them than the person they’ve come to
honour.
Which is what makes Michelle different. She responded to her
God given gift of curiosity and ended up giving her whole self and helped Jesus in a way she’d never though of. Her reflection
that, “I gave him me for as long as he needed me” is the climax of
the pageant
...but it’s not the greatest gift in the story, because this is more
of a hobbit’s tale. I don’t think it’s clear in the movie, but at the
start of The Lord of the Rings it is Bilbo who gives out the gifts at
his own birthday. This is their way, and it’s what is happening at
Christmas. God gives us the greatest gift ever... Jesus. God comes
5
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Offering

as a real tangible person. God comes not as an arrogant king on a
throne protected by a mighty army. God comes as a defenceless
baby in a humble barn. God invites those paying attention, such
as the Magi, to come. God invites those normally left out, like the
night-watch shepherds, to share the joy. And creation joins in.
Perhaps not mice, but there is the star in the heavens.
And there’s the life that Jesus lives. This tells us the greatest
gift of Christmas is God saying, ‘I give myself to you all for as
long as you all need me.’
To God be the glory
Amen.

Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website.
Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the pretty
button. It gives you various options that are easy to follow.
You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is
info@kensingtonchurch.ca.
Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance
(PAR) are also good options.

Prayers of the people6
Bright Holy God,
You come among us.
You fill us with awe and wonder.
You welcome our stories and our prayers . . .

Responding to God
FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with

We pray tonight for peace,
peace in places where there is anger and war and fear...
We pray for peacemakers and peace keepers, for rulers, for
politicians, for fighters, for older people and children...
for all who are caught up in conflict, in bitterness and in
danger...
We pray for peace with integrity and with justice...

somebody... or many somebodies. Do what you feel safe (and
practice stretching a little).
Memories: How did you celebrate Christmas when you were
young?
Memories: What was a great gift that you received (any age)?
Values: What Christmas traditions would you like? They can
be ones you already do, or don’t do. They can also
break COVID rules... this is the stuff dreams are made
of.
Wonder: Wonder together about other ways God could have
come back then.
Wonder together about how the Christmas story would
have happen now.
Actions: This question has had volumes of pages written, so
just give a highlight. How would you describe the gift
God gave at Christmas, and how do you respond to
that?

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are not home for Christmas,
for those who are missing family. . .
We pray for those who have no home. . .
and we pray for those whose home is not a safe or comfortable
place. . .
6
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God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray for the children born tonight and for their families.
We ask you blessing on their lives. . .
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray for all who are sick, and for those who care for them and
pray for them. . .
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray for ourselves, for our needs, for our worries, for our
hopes and dreams. . .
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Emmanuel, God with us,
heaven come down to earth,
help us tonight to listen to the angels
and not be afreaid of you,
of your weakness or your glory,
Come, Holy helpless Jesus.
Come into our lives with joy.
Amen.

Benediction
The wisdom of the Wonderful Counsellor be with you
the angels of the Lord of hosts guard you,
the strength of the mighty God uphold you,
the love of the everlasting Father enfold you,
the joy of the Prince of Peace be yours,
this Christmas and for ever. 7

♫ Hymn: Joy to the World....................................................pg 11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGyYAzrctzk
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Josey & Maria - Everet
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Heavenly Hosts - M Moyers
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