Announcements

Kensington Presbyterian Church

Signs from up ahead

Visiting: The government considers ministers to be essential workers. If
you need a visit, please contact Rev. Peter.

Prayer Group: will be meeting through Zoom on Wed. at 11:30 a.m.

November 22, 2020

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/78266904325?
pwd=dkhMck1ZRXBKTmdvK2VsaHRIOFF1UT09

Welcome, during these times of physical
isolation we are putting out these worship services that you can do
at home.1 This doesn’t mean you have to do them alone. You can
invite those who live with you, or connect with others through the
phone or computer, or even in small groups outside.
If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

or phone: 438-809-7799
Meeting ID: 782 6690 4325
Passcode: 7864826
Funeral: Margaret Finlayson passed away in her sleep on Nov 2nd. There
will be a funeral on Nov 25th, 3 pm, at Collins Clarke Macgillivray
White on Sherbrooke. 23 people may come in person. You can also
join online.
Book Club: Our first book is A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle.

If you are interested or have questions, please contact Antoinette.
It will be done over Zoom on will on Nov 25th at 5 p.m.
Re-opening the Church: We have plans to improve the ventilation
in the building to reduce the risks, and improving the
Audio/Visual equipment so that we can include people at home
in our on site worship. We are hoping to reopen in November,
and continue what we do now.
Please continue to check out the website
https://kensingtonchurch.ca/
or facebook https://www.facebook.com/KensingtonChurchNDG/

Contacts

Church Office: 514-486-4559..........info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)..........Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Antoinette (families)..............Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Kris Epps (music)............................................Kris@Kensingtonchurch.ca

Syd Hoff
1

note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.
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May your Spirit guide us by your truth and love
until we, and all your people
make real your reign of justice and compassion.
We pray in the name of your anointed one, our servant-king,
Amen.2

Approaching God
lighting the candle
Jésus Chris est la lumière du monde.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Assurance of Pardon
Hear the good news.
While it is true that we have sinned,
it is a greater truth that we are forgiven
through God’s love in Jesus Christ.
To all who humbly seek the mercy of God I say,
in Jesus Christ your sin is forgiven.3
Thanks be to God.

Call to worship (from Psalm 100)
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness.
Know that the Lord is God.
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.
For the Lord’s steadfast love endures for ever,

Lord’s Prayer (feel free to use another version/translation)

Prayer of Approach

Let us join with Christians throughout the world in praying...

Mighty and tender God,
voice of the voiceless,
power of the powerless:
we praise you for your vision
of a community of wholeness,
a realm of peace,
in which all who hunger and thirst are nourished,
in which the stranger is welcomed,
the hurting are healed,
and the captive is set free.
Jesus, we are sorry for the times we looked to ourselves first;
for the kings we have put before you.
for the times we did not take the opportunity
to share your love and care when we could.
Please forgive us. . .

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
2
3
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Have you seen somebody
holding a sign like this?
Do you feel like it might be
happening?

♫ Hymn: A Mighty Fortress...............................................pg 8
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XUYZoguhEQ traditional
www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4EoLm3_luM&vl=en larger

Today’s Gospel reading is about
signs from the end.
There’s many types of writings in
the Gosples: parables, songs,
healings, ... and apocalyptic. Today’s
passage was definitely apocalyptic. It’s about the end times. It’s
about judgement. It’s a sign.
The question is, what’s it a sign of? Is it a sign of damnation
for those who don’t help others? Yes. That’s definitely a theme in
Matthew’s Gospel. A bigger theme is that Jesus coming is
universal. Not only do people travel from outside Judea to
recognize the Messiah’s birth (the wise men), but a new star
shines to guide their way. Jesus’ birth affects everything. Another
big theme is helping others. The biggest theme is God coming in
the flesh to be with us - God Immanuel. The dedication and love
Jesus shows to everyone he comes across.

Listening to God
Prayer
With the help of your Spirit,
may we understand the nature of your Kingdom,
and learn how to live in it.
In the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

Intro to the readings
◦ Apparently much of the world is interested in watching the
new season of ‘The Crown’. I wonder what the world would
be like if our leaders lead like in these passages?
◦

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible, or click on the name to be taken to an online
version (NRSV).

This passage is about judgment, but it’s a sign of other things
as well. Things that help us see more clearly.
It might be helpful not to think of a man with sign around his
neck. Think of road signs instead.
Let’s start with those digital highway signs. I think they’re
great. They change to tell you about the conditions up ahead, and
then you can change your route to something better. In this case,
if you want to avoid the eternal punishment then you will change
your route to include feeding the hungry, quenching the thirsty,

Ezekiel 34: 11-24
Psalm 100
Matthew 25: 31-46

Sermon: Signs from up ahead
Dear Lord, please bless these words
and the meditations of our hearts.4 Amen.

4

Psalm 19:14
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welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, caring for the sick,
and visiting the imprisoned.
Which is rather a large list. It can be helpful to remember here
that Jesus is addressing all the nations of the world. You,
individually, don’t have to do it all. Some things won’t be in your
skill set, and some will be dangerous for you individually. This is
a mission for the whole ‘village’.

and humbled when they were helping. An example that is on the
more extreme side comes from the Rev. Greg Paul of Toronto. In
his work with street people he met Wendy and her boyfriend
Mutt. They were a couple the struggled with various issues,
including drugs. Wendy would turn tricks to pay for her habit.
This was hard for Mutt, however he would always take her back.
In this relationship Rev Paul saw Christ. The way we always end
up doing something that doesn’t show love of God others or
ourselves, but Jesus will always take us back. 5
On a less intense scale, ask Elizabeth about quenching
children thirsting for stories.
This story is a sign of what’s coming, and suggests a good
route. It’s a lookout sign telling us where to see Jesus. It’s also like
turn signals, showing which route we’re on.
Both the Ezekiel and the Gospel passage warn us about our
behaviour. In Ezekiel God is upset with those who take all the
good stuff and foul things for the rest. Jesus talked about helping
those with various needs. You could take this as a ‘to do’ list, but
I would suggest it’s not. It’s another sign.
There are many passages that talk about faith. There are
passages that emphasize the we are saved by God’s grace and not
our works. There’s the big theme in Matthew of God’s
faithfulness/steadfastness and love. These lists of behaviours are
signs of somebody who is on the right route - who is righteous...
which is probably why it says, “Then the righteous will answer
him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you...’”
It’s easier to think of it as a list of things to do. And that’s not
all bad. We recently had the series on Christian Practices, and
one of the points about them is that sometimes you do them

This passage also has tourist signs.
As your driving down the road of life, what would be the most
impressive opportunity to stop and see? How about someone so
amazing that they not only got a star named after them, but
created for them. How about a chance to meet the Son of God,
the Saviour of the Universe!
This passage is also a sign pointing to Jesus. In response to
Jesus saying how people helped him, or didn’t, they all
responded, ‘but, when did that happen? You didn’t let us know
you were there!’ Well, here’s a sign telling us where to look.
While I haven’t heard about nations finding Jesus by doing
these things, I have heard of individuals who have felt blessed
Rev. Peter Rombeek
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because you are living a God filled life, and sometimes you do
them because you want to be right with God. And when you
practice long enough you just do it (just ask a music teacher or
sports coach).
Still, I think it’s more of a sign. When our hearts are right with
God then we will be feeding the hungry, quenching the thirsty,
welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, caring for the sick,
and visiting the imprisoned... and it may not be that literal. As it
says in Matthew chapter 5, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness”. You can also thirst for justice. You might need
clothing to protect you from the elements, but you might need
protection from more than just weather. You could be
imprisoned in a jail, but there are other ways to be prevented
from participating in life.
Linking into last week’s discussion after church, there is no
comment here on those receiving help. There is no explanation
of how they got into these situations, or why, or if they have faith.
It is simply the showing of Christ’s care and love in the situation of helping.
Which is another aspect of last week’s conversation. How to
help? Do we help the individual in need? Do we help the
homeless person on the street? Or do we fix the situation that put
them there. The answer, as with many things, is both. We can’t
tell the family evicted for renovations that we’re sorry they have to
sleep on the street, but we will change the law so it won’t happen
again. We also can’t let unjust situations repeat themselves. And
what about the landlord in an area where taxes are going up? All
of the sides need tending, and thankfully there are many people
with many different skills to help.
How could you respond to needs in this COVID era? You
could call those imprisoned by loneliness. You can pray. You can
send a thank you card to the hospital or the paramedics. You can
Rev. Peter Rombeek
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donate food to your local food bank. You could pass on things
that you don’t need anymore.6 There are also many organizations
that will accept financial contributions. One of which is the
Presbyterian World Service and Development of our national
church. They partner with organizations around the world.
presbyterian.ca/pwsd
Sadly, I’m not going to assure you that you’ll see Jesus. Nobody
in this passage recognized Jesus at the time. Although, like much
about love, you often come across love when you’re not looking
or expecting it.
What I do invite you to do is look out for the signs we’ve been
given. Especially remembering that Jesus’ is at work wherever
people are being nourished, welcomed, healed and comforted.
To God be the glory. Amen.

Responding to God
♫ musical reflection
♫ Hymn: Jesus hands were kind hands.............................9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Sqr7doTD5M
6 Here’s some ways to connect with refugees.
Welcome Collective:
https://www.welcomecollective.org/
donations@welcomecollective.org
Refugee claimant Donations Montréal Its a private Facebook group, which
means you need to apply for access first.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/398741433852398
Action Réfugiés Montréal usually takes items, but is currently only accepting
money
https://actionr.org/donations-refugee-claimants/
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FaithTalk

Prayers of the people

These are some questions for you to discuss with somebody... or
many somebodies. Do what you feel safe (and practice
stretching a little).
Etching: How have you experienced love through another’s
actions?
Memories: When have you been surprised by a love-ly feeling
when helping someone? Is there a time when you
felt God’s presence?
Values: How do you respond to God’s love?
Wonder: What would the world be like if the nations showed
the love in Matthew 25: 31-46?
Actions: Do some research to find out about three
organizations that help people/nature that you
didn’t know about before. Tell somebody about
them.
Actions: Decide on an action to do, whether addressing a
direct need such as loneliness or a systemic need
such as housing, and what you will do about it this
week (today?).

Jesus, as much as it can be hard to see sometimes, you are the
King over all nations, and we come now to both thank you
and ask for your help - recognizing that you alone have the
power to change the world.
We praise you
for the order and beauty you give to creation . . .
for your faithfulness to your church,
and each of us. . .
for the community you have created around us . . .
for the people in it who help keep us healthy, such as those
working in the hospitals . . .
for your leadership in our lives . . .
When you came here looking for your lost sheep you also showed
how much you cared. You cared for the hungry and thirsty, the
outsider, the sick, and those not free to live. We know you care
about our concerns
for creation and its care . . .
for the nations and the care of those in their care . . .
for Kensington and your ministry through us . . .
for persons who need nourishment,
or protection
or welcome
or freedom
or healing . . .

Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website.
Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the pretty
button. It gives you various options that are easy to follow.
You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is
info@kensingtonchurch.ca.
Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance
(PAR) are also good options.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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We pray in your name, O Christ, our sovereign servant King.
Amen.
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♫ Hymn: King of Kings....................................................9
Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you
and give you peace.
Amen.
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Good Shepherd - J Dupre
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