Kensington Presbyterian Church

Announcements

Thy Kingdom Come

Re-opening the Church: After considering recommendations from the
government and the Presbyterian national office, Session is looking
forward to resuming worship in the building Sept 13th - with various
precautions, such as cleaning of the building and physical distancing.
Visiting: In the mean time, if you would like to talk or have a physical
distance visit (we can bring a chair and sit at the end of the sidewalk
or outside your window), please contact Rev Peter or your elder.
Talk, Walk and Pray with the Moderator: The Moderator of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada is inviting you to join her for talks with
people across the country, walking, and in prayer. See her invitation
the talks, and prayer list here:https://presbyterian.ca/gao/moderator/

July 26, 2020
Welcome, during these times of physical
isolation we are putting out these worship services that you can do at
home.1 This doesn’t mean you have to do them alone. You can invite
those who live with you, or connect with others through the phone
or computer, or even in small groups outside.
If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter. Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca

Each of these events will happen through Zoom. Email Rev Peter for
the log-in details: Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
• Prayer Time: Tuesday morning prayer at 9 a.m.
• Zoom Café: Thursday at 3 p.m.
Join Rev. Peter for coffee (not included):
• Worship: Sunday at 10:30 a.m. [and the text version]
If you are interested, but these times don’t work, please contact Peter
Please continue to check out the website https://kensingtonchurch.ca/
or facebook https://www.facebook.com/KensingtonChurchNDG/

dough rising - J Helfin

Approaching God

Contacts

Prelude: Prelude and Fugue in C, BWV 870...................... J.S. Bach

Church Office: 514-486-4559................info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)..................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Antoinette (families)......................Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Kris Epps (music)...................................Kris@Kensingtonchurch.ca
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adpqdM6kddk

lighting the candle
Jésus Chris est la lumière du monde.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Rev. Peter Rombeek for Kensington Presbyterian Church
kensingtonchurch.ca
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Call to worship (psalm 100)

May we rub our eyes and focus on what You call us to do today
and every day.
Open our eyes,
open our hearts,
open our mouths
and open our minds we pray, Amen

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the lands.
Worship the LORD with gladness;
come God’s presence with joyful singing.
Know that the LORD is God.
The LORD made us and we belong to God;
we are God’s people, the sheep of God’s pasture.
Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving
and God’s courts with praise;
give thanks to the LORD, bless God’s name.
For the LORD is good;
God’s love endures forever;
God’s faithfulness continues through all generations.

Assurance of Pardon
Hear these words from Psalm 25: 8-10
Good and upright is the Lord;
therefore the Lord instructs sinners in the way.
leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches them the way they should go.
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and decrees.
Know that God forgives all those who repent.

Prayer of approach
Gracious, Loving God,
We come today to worship and praise You.
We come, not alone but accompanied by others through
Kensington and around the world.
We come to sing to Your glory
to be touched by your Kingdom coming,
and to practice being a part of it.

Lord’s Prayer

(feel free to use another version/translation)
As a part of turning God’s way, we pray the prayer Jesus gave us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Lord, forgive the times when we forget your Kingdom...
when we value other things above the treasure in you;
when we forget what it means to live in your Kingdom
and the rules there are;
when we forget to look out for others
and do not look for opportunities to share the good news
of your Kingdom.
Open our eyes to You, O God…
May Your Holy Spirit reinvigorate us.
Rev. Peter Rombeek for Kensington Presbyterian Church
kensingtonchurch.ca
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♫ Hymn: Seek ye first............................................................pg 8

•

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1Y8Naj3RFk higher
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k lower

Prayer2

Listening to God

and a psalm
◦ it starts by saying “happy is everyone who fears the LORD”
▪ This isn’t ‘fear’ like of the unknown or spiders, but
more a healthy respect for someone who can do
whatever they want with you, but is thankfully wise and
loving.

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own Bible, 3 or

Lord God,
help us to know your ways;
teach us your paths.
Lead us in your truth, and teach us,
for you are the God of our salvation;
for you we wait all day long.
Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

click on the name to be taken to an online version (NRSV).
Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52
Psalm 128

Message: Thy Kingdom coming
Dear Lord, please bless these words
and the meditations of our hearts. Amen.

Intro to the readings
•

2

Seven parables in a row showing aspects of the Kingdom of
Heaven. If Jesus had tried this in a preaching course he would’ve
been told there was too many different images going on: seeds,
fields, fish, birds, & commerce! Jesus, just go home and try it
again. And remember, keep it simple.

more from the parable
chapter in Matthew. They all
start off with “The Kingdom
of Heaven is like...”
◦ The first tells of a farmer
(God a sloppy/generous
farmer!?) spreading seeds
and the different ways it
is received by the
ground/us
◦ Then there’s last week’s
parable about the field that has bad seed planted with the
good, and both are allowed to grow until the harvesters
can see how they’ve turned out
◦ and today we hear 5 more parables about the Kingdom.

Now, the parables aren’t completely all over the place. There’s
an aspect that the original listeners would have found surprising
(or amusing or shocking) - the commonness of the imagery. God
wasn’t being compared to a king, but to a farmer. The Kingdom
wasn’t being described with streets of gold, but as a field or a
weed. I wonder if anyone was disappointed?
Here’s the play by play breakdown of today’s five parables.
3

based on Psalm 25:4-5, NRSV

Rev. Peter Rombeek for Kensington Presbyterian Church
kensingtonchurch.ca
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If you’d like a new Bible with helpful notes, I recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from Renovaré.
ISBN 0061834963 or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
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The first is about a weed. The Black Mustard plant grows
everywhere. It’s seeds are eaten by people and birds... and they
still spread and grow all over... providing homes and
nourishment, but still... the Kingdom of Heaven? One of the
points is that it has a very small seed. If you dropped you won’t
find it again until it starts to grow... and it will. You can see that
in the picture earlier.
The next parable about bread baking is similar. The point
emphasized is that some leavening is taken from a previous batch
(it would have been sourdough) and kneaded into the flour. You
won’t see it. It’s hidden... but you will see it’s effects. It will grown
until it changes the whole environment - providing nourishment
for all, but still... the Kingdom of Heaven as a bread starter?
It’s especially surprising because leavening was something to get
rid of for Passover, it’s more often seen as a corrupting influence
than the Kingdom of Heaven.

pearl, but the merchant. Now it’s God giving up everything...
kinda like becoming human and dying as Jesus.
Then there’s the last parable of the set; one the echoes last
week’s lesson. The Kingdom of Heaven is something that is
collecting everyone and bringing them together with God... who,
in the end, will sort the good from the bad, those who are right
with God and those who aren’t.

The next two parables are also a pair.
The first sounds ethically dubious. Somebody finds a treasure
in a field and then buys the field, presumably without telling the
owner about the treasure. However, that doesn’t seem to be an
issue in the story. The point is that the person sells everything to
buy the field with the treasure in it. The Kingdom of Heaven is
like that treasure, and we are encouraged to offer up everything
for it.
The next sounds similar - although also different. It’s about a
pearl, which was an expensive luxury item imported from India.
There’s nothing common about a pearl - even a small one. A
merchant finds a pearl of great value and sells everything for it. It
sounds like bad business decision. What’s he going to do with it?
The interesting twist is that the Kingdom of Heaven isn’t like the
Rev. Peter Rombeek for Kensington Presbyterian Church
kensingtonchurch.ca

the pearl of great price - Domenico Fetti

If we were to boil the imagination out of these parables, what
are we left with?
• that the Kingdom of Heaven is hidden in common
everyday situations with common everyday people
• that it is growing and will grow to include everything
• that it provides nourishment - even shelter
• that it is worth giving up everything for
and that God is willing to give up everything for us
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should stay the same.
The peasants however realized that the new teachings were a
better way, and they were willing to take whatever risks were
needed to live it.
and the risk wasn’t only to them, but also the teacher. The
guards of the Lords were always on the look out for this
mysterious person. It was hard though. Stories come from all over
the Kingdom. Where could he be?
Eventually there was no choice. They had to involve the King...
and that was a day of reckoning. It turns out that the teacher who
was going around changing how the whole Kingdom worked was
non other than the princess, with the full knowledge of the King.
When the King found out how some people had support the
changes for the better of everyone, and some people hadn’t, he
decided to clean house.
Those that resisted the teachings were removed, and those that
tried to live the right way lived happily ever after.

and that in the end, we will be judged not by our peers,
but by God.
I can see why Jesus didn’t try say all that in one story, although
I’m still going to give it a try. Why? Because changing the setting
of a parable is a helpful way to consider it’s themes. Now, I
couldn’t come up with a parable, but fairy tales can also contain
truth.
•

O

nce upon a time there was a large kingdom. It was ruled by
a King, although it had regions with their own lord who
looked after the local details. The Lords had long ago stopped
having anything to do with the grunt work. They supervised and
accumulated stuff. It was comfortable for them... although not so
much for the peasants.
Now, some of the Lords began to notice some changes. Reports
came in that farms had more produce than normal. It seems that
somebody has been teaching the peasants about channelling water
along the fields. This was good. The Lords could take more.
Then there was a new trend. The barns weren’t full. It seems
that somebody had introduced a new plant called a potato that
didn’t need harvesting until you wanted to eat it. Waiting around
for it to be pulled out of the dirt just wasn’t efficient - and who
wanted to eat something that grew in dirt anyways.
There were also reports about the peasants themselves. They
seemed healthier... stronger.
Some of the Lords were concerned about these changes to
their world. They had guards bring in some peasants for
questioning. They learned there was someone going around
teaching the peasants about a new way to live - a way that helped
them all. This still worried the Lords. They liked things the way
they were, and they suggested strongly to the peasants that things
Rev. Peter Rombeek for Kensington Presbyterian Church
kensingtonchurch.ca

Of course, coming up with something like that isn’t the end.
As self-centred as this sounds, there the question of, ‘how does
this affect my life?’
Well, we’re living in an age when something unseen is making
people sick. It has spread all over the world and is changing the
way everything happens. There are numerous other examples of
ways that people are being hurt through physical or mental
diseases, and the evil that people do to each other. These parables
remind us that Jesus is also at work in the world. That it may be
unseen, but the Kingdom of Heaven is growing to impact the
whole world, like yeast in dough.
Two quick examples
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♫ musical moment: Album for the Young Op. 68. 14......... Schumann
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEGxyHe4Azo

Recently Dr Melissa Freeman celebrated
65 years of being a doctor in New York.
When asked about retiring she replied, “I
just love helping, I'm not ready to give it
up” - and she’s only 944 - which should
not diminish others, like Francis Lai’s son,
who is starting his journey healing others.
• It has also been wonderful to see how the
Kensington community has gathered
around Ken after the death of his son.
While the death does not reflect the Kingdom of Heaven,
the community does.
There is much in this world that wants our attention, our
money, and our devotion. I don’t know about you, but the
amount of emails Facebook sent me to entice me online was very
annoying. And then there’s all the latest gizmos, and TV shows,
and computer games... with advertisements. These parables
remind us that living God’s ways, in the Kingdom of Heaven, is
worth all our attention and devotion - worth putting everything
we have into it.
And the reflection of that might affect your life... God is
investing everything into bringing changes to the world so that it
is a place where everyone is healthy and valued - more than the
most magnificent pearl.
•

Responding to God
FaithTalk
These are some questions for you to discuss with somebody... or
many somebodies.
Wonder: What would you like to ask God about the Kingdom of
Heaven?
Values: Which aspect of the parables do you value most? (You
can include the other two in the chapter 13 as well.)
Memories: Where have you ‘recently’ seen glimpses of God’s
Kingdom of love, justice and peace?
Actions: Start each day this week by saying, “Today I will pay
attention to moments when I witness or experience the
Kingdom within myself, within others and in the world all
around me.” At the end of the day record these moments
of joy/love/peace/ reconciliation/justice/healing in a
journal, facebook, twitter, or another way.
Thank God for them.

Offering

Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website. Just
click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the pretty button. It
gives you various options that are easy to follow.
You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is
info@kensingtonchurch.ca.
Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR)
are also good options.

So consider the Kingdom of Heaven, look for glimpses as it
bring healing and love, and reach for it.
In the name of God the King, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit three in one.
Amen.
4

♫ Anthem: Ave Verum Corpus.......................................Mozart
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KUDs8KJc_c

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-us-canada-53449255/i-just-love-helping-i-m-not-ready-to-give-itup

Rev. Peter Rombeek for Kensington Presbyterian Church
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Prayers of the people

for those who have lost their home due to violence,
for those in the limbo of a refugee camp,
for those weighed down by the stress of these times,
and struggling to have faith in the future,
for those needing medical help,
waiting for treatment or suffering through it,
Be with them,
and the medics, counsellors, mediators and others
who are revealing glimpses of your Kingdom coming.
Be in the eyes and ears of people,
that their souls may know your love and call.

Note: if you would like specific prayers included here (like with our
prayer book), please send an email to: prayer@Kensingtonchurch.ca

Lord Jesus Christ,
Words cannot express how thankful we are
that You consider us to be Your children;
Your treasure, Your pearl beyond all price.
Words cannot express
how grateful we are that nothing: Angels, demons, death, life…
nothing can separate us from Your love!
Lord, we pray this day for all who don’t know this.
May You continue to sustain those trying to share the glories of
your Kingdom coming.
Be with missionaries, Bible translators, family workers like
Antoinette, guides such as Patricia Smith, ministers such as
Peter and leaders like our Session.
Be in ordinary & extra-ordinary conversations,
be in the coincidences of our lives.
Be in the eyes and ears of people,
that their souls may know your love and call.

Hear us and help us to see Your Kingdom coming today, we pray
in the name of the God the King, the Son and the Spirit - Holy
and One.
Amen.

♫ Hymn: God is love.............................................................pg 9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyYWW_P9MH4

Sending & Benediction
In your journeys to and fro
God direct you;
in your happiness and pleasure
God bless you;
in care, anxiety, or trouble
God sustain you;
in peril and in danger
God protect you.
And may the amazing grace of God be with you all, now and always. 5

God of justice and peace,
We pray for all who seek to challenge injustices and stand up for
what is right.
Be with the politician and the protester,
The activist and the pacifist,
The vocal and the silent.
Be in the eyes and ears of people,
that their souls may know your love and call.

postlude: Build Your Kingdom Here........................... Rend Collective
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbdJXKqVgtg

God of love and compassion,
We pray for all who are suffering;

5
Rev. Peter Rombeek for Kensington Presbyterian Church
kensingtonchurch.ca

7/9

Worship Sourcebook 9.2.18
July 26, 2020
Thy Kingdom Come

Rev. Peter Rombeek for Kensington Presbyterian Church
kensingtonchurch.ca

8/9

July 26, 2020
Thy Kingdom Come

Rev. Peter Rombeek for Kensington Presbyterian Church
kensingtonchurch.ca

9/9

July 26, 2020
Thy Kingdom Come

